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The booklet published in 1859 by Henry Cruse Murphy, 
then United States Minister at The Hague, well deserves 
re-prioting. The commemoration, both in America and 
in the Netherlands, of the 300th anniversary of Hudson's 
third voyage, haa once more drawn general attention to 
the details of that exploit and consequently to this work, 
wherein, in a manner at once clear and complete, the 
notices and preparations for the expedition were set 
forth, accompanied by important documents then first 
brought to light. Since, however, the issue was limited 
to a small number of copies, "for private distribution", 
the book became very scarce and remained almost 
unknown even to those who made a special study of 
the subject 

Asher, in the Introduction to his valuable and well 
documented monograph Henry Hudson the Navigator, 
1860, complains of not having been able to secure a 
copy of Murphy's treatise, and his work therefore lacks 
some of the very important data of which that treatise 
makes earliest mention. 

On the other hand, Murphy has contented himself 
with giving the English translation of some of the more 
important documents without supplying the original text, 
whilst his bibliography is not altogether satisfactory. 

These &ctB have induced me to reprint this interesting 
booklet I have reproduced all the documents, both HSS. 
and in print, after carefully collating them with the 
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originals, and given each an English translation, whilst 
some notes, mostly on matters unknown in the author's 
day, endeavor to bring this reprint up to date. In the 
bibliographical description of the printed Dutch sources 
(see pp. 81 — 96), the notes on Hessel Gerritsz.' famous 
"Hudson Tract" are accompanied by the excellent In- 
troduction written by Dr. S. MuUer, which preceded 
the facsimile reprint published by his father, Frederik 
UuUer, in 1878. 

Possibly in the course of time further documents, 
still unknown, will be unearthed — even Hudson's own 
Journal, which he sent to the Netherlands, has not yet 
been discovered; here, however, the reader will find 
collected for the first time all the original documents 
relating to the third voyage that are at present known 
to exist in the Dutch. 

I am indebted to Mr. J. A. J. de Vllliers, of the 
British Museum, London, Hon. Secretary of the Hakluyt 
Society, for the translation of some of the documents as 
well as for his supervision of my English. 

W. N. 
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THE ADTHOB 8 PBEFAOB. 



The following memoir is the resalt of an inveetigation 
made here for the purpose of ascertaining, more 
precisely than has hitherto been explained, the circum- 
stances which originated the voyage made on behalf 
of the Dutch East India Company by Henry HUDSON, 
the motives, purposes and character of its projectors, 
and the designs of the navigator himself at the time 
he sailed upon that expedition. The inquiry has elicited 
some new and curious information, which it is hoped 
will prove interesting to those who love to study the 
proximate causes which led to the actual settlement 
of our continent by civilized man. The record of events 
which was fortunately made for us by the French 
Ambassador then at the Hague is now fully idontifled 
and corroborated; the enterprizing spirits of Holland 
to whose energy we are indebted for the voyage are 
recognized, at least partially, and found to have been 
also the authors of the famous expeditions to the Arctic 
seas of WiLLUu Barendszook ; and Hudson himself 
is seen to have contemplated and prepared himself in 
this voyage for the very exploration which he made of 
the greater part of the Atlantic coast of the United 
States and which resulted in the discovery of the bay 
of New York and its noble tributary. 

Other points of interest connected with the sending 
out of this expedition will attract especial attention. 
The most important of them is the explicit statement 
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X THE AUTHOB'S PBEPAOE. 

of Hudson in regard to the amelioration of the climate 
at the extreme Northern latitude attained by him in 
bis previouB explorations, and itB remarkable concom- 
itant, an open navigation towards the pole. It was this 
relation which satisfied the minds of the directors of 
the Company as to the expediency of making a new 
search for a passage to China in those comparatively 
mild and possibly habitable r^ions. We know how 
often this observation of Hudson has since been con- 
firmed by later voyagers at different points of the 
arctic circle and yet our knowledge, after the lapse 
of two hundred and fifty years, in regard to this 
strange phenomenon has hardly advanced one step, 
and we are in the same state both of doubt and 
hopeful effort on the subject as the merchants of 
Amsterdam were on the occasion of the narration 
of our navigator. Science too, then as now, stepped 
in to substantiate the fact when otherwise it would 
have been incredible, and to encourage the under- 

tftlri ng. 

In prosecuting this task we have sought the most 
authentic sources of information; and with that view 
have examined the records of the East India Company, 
comprising the registers or books of resolutions of the 
general council of the Company, styled the Council of 
Seventeen, and of the chambers of Amsterdam and 
Zeeland respectively, with some other documents of a 
miscellaneous character, among the Archives of the 
Eiugdom at the Hague; where all the books and papers 
of the Company, which were until lately dispersed among 
the different cities where the operatioDS of the different 
chambers were conducted, have been brought together 
and arranged. A copy of the contract between Hudson 
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rax AUTHOK'S FSIFAOB. ZI 

and tlie Caiamber of Amsterdam was f6uad appended 
to a history of Uie Oompaoy, never pablisbed, but 
prepared at its reqaest by Mr. P. tan Dau, who held 
ttie positioD of Coansel of the Company for the extra- 
ordinary period of flfty-four years, that is, from 1652 
□ntil his death in ]706. The original Instrument is not 
to be foand. That would bav« been a precious relic 
to see, but for all the purposes of history the copy thus 
aoddentally preeored wUl answer its place. 

We have also sought for such contemporaneous 
printed accounts a« appeared in Holland in regard to 
the voyage. Of these thne were, however, only two; 
the HUD60N tract of 1612—13, and the history of 
Van Uetibbn, both of whit^ have been known to 
our writers, but tiieir peculiar claims to authenticity 
on the subject of Hudboh'b voyage have never been 
explained. The former, indeed, has altogedter escaped 
notice in this connection. They appeared shortly after 
the voyage was made and when it was yet hoped that 
Hudson was still alive, if, indeed, he were not so in 
bet One was written In the Latin tongue and Uie other 
in Dutch: the f(M>meT has never appeared in English, 
and the latter only through the medium of a French 
translation. It seemed proper, therefca%, that we should 
not only give these accounts in English, in flill, but 
also the grounds upon which we claimed tb^ auAen- 
ticity. To the bibliographer this last part of our labor 
will prove perhaps of some additional interest, as he 
will there see, if we mistake not, how bis sciMice 
serves the purposes of historical Investfgatiiui. The 
intelligent reader need not be referred to the later 
publications, the journal of the tnutor Juet in Purcbas, 
and the accounts of De I<aet, which have been 
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XU TBE AUTHOB S FREFAOB. 

carefully translated and accompanied by suitable notes 
by Hon. Geobge Folsoh, in the first volume of tbe 
second series of the Collections of the New York His- 
torical Society. These authorities are well known and 
must ever remain the chief sources of our knowledge 
as to the incidents of the voyafipe. They tihil us, however, 
in regard to tbe points which we have sought to ex- 
plain. The later publications of Vak deb Donck and 
others are worse than useless for our purpose, as they 
are not only copyists of the facts of Uiis early period, 
but the writer just named is grossly inaccurate in the 
little which he has mentioned on the subject. 

It remains for us to express our infinite obligations 
to the learned Archivist of the Kingdom of the Nether- 
lands, Dr. R. C. Bakhuizen van der Brink, and to 
M. F. A. G. Caupbell Esq. tbe accomplished Assist- 
ant Librarian of tbe Royal Library at tbe Hague, for 
valuable aid in the course of our researches. We are 
also indebted to the kindness of Hr. Fbedemk Mul- 
LEB of Amsterdam for the opportunity of collating the 
different editions of the very rare tract, first published 
in 1612, and thereby of establishing an important piece 
of evidence in tbe investigatioa ; and of Mr. J. SCHUITE- 
HAKEB of Purmerende for tbe portrait of Dirk van Os 
which embellishes our pages. Our ftiend J. T. Bodel 
NUENHUIS Esq. of Leyden has also laid us under renewed 
obligations. 

Hen. G. Murpht. 

Thb Uimn. 
Jfril IB. 1S69. 
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INTBODUOTION. 



In having hia name given to portions of the New World, 
in a manner which is certfdn to transmit through all 
time bis right to be considared tbeir first European 
discoverer, Hadson has been more fortunate than any 
other navigator except Vespucius, who has the exclusive 
hoDor of having the name of a continent identi&ed with 
his own, and yet more fortunate even than he, in 
regard that his claim to the discovery is not a subject 
of dispute. Hudson's Bay and Hudson River, two points 
of great geographical interest, attest his intrepidity as 
an explorer and indicate precisely the regions which 
he first fully made known to the civilized world; 
while there is neither gulf nor stream, island nor 
mainland to carry down to posterity the name of its 
discoTerer for Columbus or Cabot or Verrazzano or 
Gomez or Cartier; and a single spot sufBces to perpet- 
uate their names tor Davis, Uagellan, ChampUdn, and 
others who have made discoveries along the American 
continent But although the skill and daring of Hudson 
have been thus perpetuated beyond the lot of his 
fellows, in monuments more lasting tban men could 
otherwise devise, his antecedents and personal history, 
are, on the other hand, less known than those of most 
of the other navigators just named. For the brief period 
of Ave years only he appears upon the stage of action, 

1 
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2 HENBT HUDSON IN HOLLAND. 

and then perishes amid the scenes of his triumphs and 
at a moment when he and the world believed that he 
had accomplished the darling object of his ambition 
and of the hopes of Northern Europe — a northerly 
passage to the East Indies. The history of his short 
career, sudden in its commencement, bright in its 
course, and startling and dramatic in its close, is 
derived fh>m the journals, of his voyages kept by 
himself and others and published by Purcbaa. These 
furnish all that is known of him, except some few 
additional facts which we have now collected ftx>m 
other sources '). We know that he was an Englishman, 
but what city gave him birth or what was hia lineage 
are matters entirely unknown. We now learn, indeed, 
for the first time, that he had several children, besides 
the son who shared hia miserable fate; and possibly, 
therefore, what has become of his descendants may 
still be wrought out, and with it something of his 
family history. There is no portrait of him, not even a 
contemporaneous print of doubtful authenticity, a fact 
the more remarkable from tiie circumstance that he 
lived and acquired a celebrity in an age when it was 
quite the fashion to present to the public pictures of 
diose who merited attention. We are equally at a loss 
to know what circumstances led him into the path of 
maritime discovery, or for whom it was that he made 
his first two voyages. It only distinctly appears that 
they were made on account of an English Company, ' 
which was not the association of Sir Thomas Smith, 
Sir Dudley Digges and others, as has sometimes been 



') Since Marphy wrote this, Hudson's esrt; bistorj hts been iDvestig&ted 
b; J. M. Rew). (Albsn;, 1S66.) 
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HEMBT HUX>SON IN BOUUND. 3 

alleged ■)■ In the absence of positive statements on the 
subject we are therefore left to conjecture. We do 
indeed find that a license was on the 9th of January 1607 
granted to Richard Fenkeve) and others authorizing 
them to seek China, Cathay, the Moluccas and odier 
places In the East by the way of the North, Northwest 
and Northeast, under the title of „the Collegues of the 
fellowBhipp for the Discovery of the North passage", 
and the time of the formation of this company and its 
object agree with the period and design of these two 
voyages '). No other association of which we have any 
knowledge existed in England at that time for such 
purposes, and It may well be that it was in their 
service Hudson was engaged. 



<) Honlton {HUlory of Nfu York, I. 197), in sttenptiiig to oorreot 
the BUtemant of l^onter that the QftmeB of the penoDs who emplojed 
flndtOD b»Te not been banded dtnrn to as, uje that the; ue mentioned 
b; Parohai. Thia ia a miitake, aa in the place cited Fonthaa merelj 
gives the namea of Sir Thomas Smith and othera aa the promoton of 
the TOjsge of ISIO. Indeed ire learn ^m Parohaa, on the contrary, that 
these individnals vere not the penona who employed Hudson in 1607 
and 1608; for in his aoooont of the fourth vojsgelbt Sir Thomas Smith's 
Companj it is stated tbat Robert Bileth was engaged in tluir firtt 
three Toyagea. Nov the Brst time tbat Bileth sailed irith Undson was 
in 1610, as ma; be seen by comparing the lists in Forchas of Hndaon'a 
crews on his first two voyages above mentioned. So that Hodson's 
foDrth and laat vojage was the first one made for tbat eompan;. In fact 
the four Tojagea made for Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Dndlej Dif^tes and 
their associates, were made in Uie following order: the Qrat one bj 
Hndson in 1610, and the others oonsecutiTel; b; fiutlon, Gibboai and 
Baffin, and it is in the account which Pnrchas gives of the last of 
these that, as we have said, the remark in regard to Bileth occurs to 
which we have just referred. Pttreka* hi* Pilgrimei, III. 836. 

•) Rjmcr's FOedtra. YII. 116 (8d Ed.). 
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THE IHVITATION TO HUDSON AND THE DUTCH 
MERCHANTS. 

During the short period to which our knowledge of 
Hudson is confined he visited Holland and sojourned 
there several months. He left London upon the invi- 
tation of the Directors of the Dutch East India Company 
o( the Chamber of Amsterdam, to confer with them in 
regard to another voyage to the North on their account. 
This was during the winter of 1608—9, after he had 
returned fi-om his second voyage. His skill, resolution 
and Buccess had then become known in Holland; we 
say success, because he bad reached, as was supposed, 
that tempting region of Arctic exploration, the open 
Polar sea, the anomaly of tbe North. There were 
learned men and astute merchants in those days in 
the City of Amsterdam, as we will see, who reasoned 
out the North-east passage in that direction, in conse- 
quence of this apparently iceless condition of the polw 
waters, with entire confidence in its speedy and success, 
ful accomplishment. Hudson was no sooner out of 
employment, therefore, than his presence at Amsterdam 
was requested by tbe Chamber of the East India 
Company, there established, which comprised among 
its members many enterprising merchants. They bad 
however a particular motive in seeking to secure his 
services. They wished to forestal others, and especially 
their own countrymen in tbe discovery, and thus 
prevent any interference with their chartered monopoly 
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HENRT HUDSON IH HOLLAND. 5 

of the East India trade. The evidence of this policy 
distiDCtly appears in the resolutions and proceedings 
of the general council of all the Chambers of the 
Company, called the Council of Seventeen, and carries 
us back a few years earlier than the time of Hudson's 
visit in the history of the country, while it brings 
to our view some of the more prominent individuals 
connected with the great commercial movement which 
then agitated the nation. 

Previous to the revolution, when the United Provinces 
asserted their independence, the Dutch had not extended 
their commercial operations beyond the Mediterranean 
and the Baltic; but no sooner had they fairly embarked 
in that contest and assumed a national character for 
themselves, than they entered upon the great field of 
foreign enterprise and distant navigation with an ardor 
which soon brought them up to the ftrst rank of daring 
and successful explorers. A liu^ portion of this new 
impulse was due to that element of the population 
which had emigrated from Antwerp and other commer- 
cial and trading cities of the Spanish Netherlands, 
refugees for conscience sake; to whom, indeed, much 
more of the maritime greatness and prosperity of the 
United Provinces are to be attributed than has been 
generally conceded. The commercial history, however, 
of Holland and her sister provinces remains to be 
written ')• It >B for us to mention those persons only 



') Though ft commannal biatorj of HolUnd hu jet to be written, 
nnraeront viliuble coDtributions baie spprared since, i, ■.: R. Frain, 
Tie* Jera ml dot SOjarufem oorlog. 6th ed. 1901 ~ 8. Mnller Fin., De 
J/ierAeia Compagnit. 1874. — 0. tm K«e«, Ottehudenu der Staailmukatd- 
hmit. ISeS. — J. H. de Stoppelaar, BaULiMtr dt Moneitnm. 1901, ud 
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6 HENRY HUDSON IN HOLL&HD. 

who are connected wjtb our purpose with such few facts 
in relation to them as we have been enabled to pick 
up from scattered quarters. 

Foremost, if not first, among these was Balthazar de 
MoucheroD, of Zealand, who bad established himself as 
a merchant at Veere, near Hiddelburg, in that province. 
His father, a person of noble descent, emigrated fhim 
Normandy to Antwerp- Balthazar was bom in the latter 
place but fled from thence on account of religious per- 
secution to Z^eland. He there embarked in the Muscovy 
trade, and one of his vessels having proceeded as far 
as Archangel in the year 1584, the branch of the 
Dwina upon which that city is situated was from that 
circumstance afterwards known among the Dutch as 
Moucheron's river. Having received favorable reports 
from his factors in that region relative to a passage to 
the Indies by the sea of Tartary, he memorialized the 
States of Holland and Zeeland to send out an expedition 
for the purpose of exploring that route, offering on fais 
own part to join in the expense upon condition of 
being permitted to participate proportionately in the 
future profits. The result will be referred to presently. 
De Moucheron subsequently engaged in the trade to 
the East Indies by the way of the Cape of Good Hope; 
but was compelled to relinquish it on his private 
account by the incorporation of the East India Com- 
pany, to which the exclusive privilege of that trade by 
the then known routes was granted. He was, however, 
named by the charter a director of the Company for 
the Chamber of Zeeland, but it was without his consent, 
and. he never acted in that capacity. Mr. Lambrechtsen's 
conjecture that the Zeeland directors were deterred 
ttom aiding the expedition sent out under Hudson "by 
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reaBon of informatioii received ftvm their colleague, 
Balthazar HoucheroD, of the unfortunate result of the 
former voyaf^eB ')", is therefore not well founded. Had De 
Moucheron been a director his course would probably 
have been quite different, as any hostility on his part 
would have been foreign to his enterprising character. 
The last trace which we find of him is in the latter 
part of the year 1609, at Paris, where he bad gone for 
the purpose of establishing a trade to the Cape of 
Good Hope under the sanction of the King of France, 
at the same time that Le Maire, Spilbergen and others 
were assembled there for the purpose of furthering 
the wishes of Henry in relation to the organization of 
a French East India Company '). 

There was another eminent merchant in the Nether- 
lands, a Walloon by birth, who was also actively 



*) N. C. LuubiMhtWD TAB Kitthem, Korlt bt*eMjt>iiig nan Jt ontddtloKg 
m iir ttrdeta iolget^imt van Niea^'NederlaMil. 1818. p. 9: „I>b Zeenvsohe 
Berelhebbenn verklurdea or liob t^n, afgesohrikt nanohiJDlijk door 
den ongelokkigen uitsUg der Toorgunde togten waaromtreat cij door 
banneo ambtgenoot Balthuar HoncheTon, die reeds ToorUng den h*ndel 
op bet NoordeD fuedrsTen bad, konden onderrigt vorden". 

*) Letten of F. tu AereMn, ag«Dt of the States QenenI in Franoe, 
dated Palis tbe 16th and 26tb DeoeinbeT 1609, in the ArehiTes at 
the Hague. De Honcheron ha* been onrional; euongb mixed up with 
the Tojage of Budsou, as ma; be eeen b; eoDanlting oar leading 
biatonM — probably throogh the statement of Lambrecbtsen above 
referred to, tbongli his remark, as we have obserred, is a mere surmise. 
We hate therefore carefDllj examined the Books of Resolutions of the 
Chamber of Zeeland, which give the names of all tbe Direel«rs attending 
e^ch meeting of the Chaoiber, from the organization of the East India 
CoiDpaD; nntil long after tbe time in qaestion, in order to ssoertain the 
tratb on the anbjeet. The result of the iuTestigation was *erj nnex- 
peotedlj tbe revelation of tbe faot, aa above stated, of his not having 
Hoepled the post of Dlrootor, since it appears that he never attendMl 
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6 HEMBT HUDSON IN HOLLAND. 

engaged nt this time, in nautical affairs. This was 
Isaac Le Halre of Ameterdam, a native of Touriiay in 
Hainault, who had by means of his brothers, established 
commercial connections with Spun, Italy and P<H>ti^aI, 
one of them residing in each of those countries. He 
also entered into the East India trade at its outset, 
before the incorporation of the General Company, and 
was consequently by the charter of that Company, 
according to the plan upon which it was formed of 
uniting all existing interests, constituted a director for 
the Chamber of Amsterdam, but apparently, as in the 
case of De Moucheron, against his will. He appears, 
however, to have acted as such for a year or two; 
but in 1604, he ceased to do so and began on the 
contrary to set on foot various enterprises, having for 
their object the discovery of new routes to the East 
Indies, in opposition to the monopoly of the Company. 
One of the expeditions which he equipped at the 
expense of the ^ng of France was designed to attempt 
the North-east passage, and, about a month after Hudson 
had left Holland, actually sailed in bis wake. After the 
return of this vessel he repaired to Paris where, as we 
have already said, he had gone to pursue his negotia- 
tions with King Henry in relation to forming a French 
East India Company. Delayed first by the opposition of 
Sully in this project, he was compelled entirely to 
abandon it by the assassination of the King in the 

a single meeting or the Cbamber. Those vho wish to refei to the 
■nthorities for the few incideats which we bare been enabled to collect 
in regard to him bnin printed sonroee may consult La Onmdt Gmm^ 
Jneitmu et Mmkrne de HeUeitdt, Zattadt ett., par Jeu Fr&nooiB Le Petit, 
II p. 6S1; and De Navoneher, TL p. 344. — See also: de Stoppelaar, 
BnUhamf dt Motehmm. 1901. 
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HENBT HUDBON IN HOLLAND. 9 

following year. He was more successful in accomplishing 
his immediate purpose in the expedition of which he 
was half-owDer, fitted out in the year 1616 under 
Schouten and Jacob Le Maire, his son, who discovered 
the straits of Le Maire and Cape Horn, thus in &ct 
opening to private enterprise two new routes to the 
East Indies not mentioned and therefore not prohibited to 
others by flie terms of the East India Company's Charter. 
Few men in any age have shown sudti an energetic 
spirit in the advancement of maritime discovery as 
Le Maire. He became well acquainted with Hudson 
during the stay of die latter in Holland, and readily 
adopted his views in regard to the Northern passage. 
He was only prevented by accident from securing to 
himself the services of that navigator for his own 
expedition to the North. 

Distinguished in another and not les important branch 
of Dutch navigation, that of collecting the necessary 
nautical information and directing attention to the 
importance of the work, was a third individual, also 
from the Flemish provinces, who may be styled as 
regards his qualifications and his labors in the paths 
just indicated, the Hakluyt of the Netherlands. Like 
bis great English prototype, Peter Plancius was also 
a minister of the Church. He was bom in Flanders, 
but was compelled in the latter part of the sixteenth 
century, during the height of the troubles there, to 
leave his native country and seek an asylum in the 
North, whither he fied and became minister of the 
Reformed Church at Amsterdam. He was equaUy 
renowned in his day for his geographical knowledge 
and for his theological zeal in opposition to the religious 
tenets of Arminius and the Remonstrants. We find him 
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interesting himself in the schemes of William UsBeliDcz 
for the establishment of a West India Company as early 
as the year 1600 ■). He was zealous in collecting infor- 
mation fnm seafaring men and other practical sources, 
and diligent in promoting by his advice and knowledge 
all enterprises of discovery. His reasoning in support of 
Hudson's views on the subject of an open northern sea 
was curious and will be adverted to in its proper place. 
There were three other persons, all proboblv of 
Batavian origin, well repr^enting that ancient element 
of the population during this period of maritime 
activity in the United Provinces, who were all more 
or less connected with the particular voyage of Hudson. 
These were Dirck van Os '), Pieter Dirkszoon Hasselaer 
and Jan Janszoon Carel de oude, or Senior. These 
individuals serve as a link to unite that voyage with 
the earlier ones sent out by the Dutch to the North, 
inasmuch as they were interested in the latter on their 
private account, and were also memtrers of the East 
India Company of the Chamber of Amsterdam at the 
time of the engagement of Hudson. But Dirck van Os 
presents the particular claim upon our attention of being 
the only one of them who is found in treaty with the 
navigator; thus leading us to the conviction that he 
was probably one of the lending spirits of the enter- 
prise, as he was of the negotiation on the part of the 
Company. He was a man of enlarged views and of a 
laborious disposition. He was the originator and head, 
until his death in 1612, of one of the first great under- 



') VftD Metereu, Boek 37. 

>) His portnit, engnved by W. StecUnk, faces the title of the Brat 
edition of this book. 
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taluDgs to drain the extensive lakes of Holland and to 
convert them into arable land, that of the Beemster, 
a Tork with which another celebrated name, William 
Usselincs, is also associated ']. Hasselaer, who was from 
Haarlem and had distinguished himself among its 
defenders during its memorable siege, was at the time 
of which we speak a member of the municipal council 
of the city of Amsterdam '). Of Carel we have been 
enabled to find nothing beyond his connection with the 
enterprises here mentioned. 

Besides these persons there may have been others 
who were associated with the earliest voyages to the 
North and were also promotors of that of Hudson; but 
if there were any such it is impossible now to designate 
Ihera. The records of the time are very unsatisfactory 
and it is only here and there disconnectedly that one 
can iind anything to throw light upon the subject 
The inquirer has to grope his way through new and 
obscure passages and be content with a small recom- 
pense for his labor. 



•) Bedijkiitg. Opiomtt n> Bloei mk de Beemtler. Door I. Bonoiui. 1S5T. 
pp. 31 and 135. 

)) The cbuacter of Huselur maj be judged from sd iDcideat at 
the Biege of Hmttlem, where he was a Btsodard bearer. When that eitjr 
BBireudered and the SpaniardB baselj put a large namber oftbeeitiieiu 
to death, contcarf to tbe pledge which the; had given them, the; 
made search after Pietec Dirkauxn Haaselaer, bat apprehended hia 
brothei in his etead hj mistake. Peter then made himaelt known, 
saving, "If it it the atandard bearer whom joa want, let this pereon 
go, I am the man." The name of Hasselaer is TamonB in the annals 
of that siege, for it was Kenan Simons Hasselaer, a rich widow, who 
nused a regiment of three hundred of her own mi that fought and 
worked as brBvelj and as aHidnonelj aa an; of the male defenders of 
the city. 
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II. 

THE FIB8T EXPEDITIONS TO THE NORTH, THE ORIGIN OF 

THE EAST INDIA COHPANT AND ITS POLICY 

IN KEQABO TO THE NORTH PASSAOE. 

The autborities agree in attributing to the efforts of 
Balthazar De Moucheron the first movement in the 
United Provinces which resulted in any actual attempt 
for the purposes of maritime discovery. This was the 
expedition of 1594, which was despatched by the 
Provinces of Holland and Zeeland to search for a 
passage to the North-east In that movement De Moucheron 
was more than seconded by other individuala^ including 
the three persons last mentioned. To that expedition, 
Van Os, Hasselaer and Carel, in conjunction with Jacob 
Valcke, C. Roeltius and perhaps others ■), added at 
their own expense a third vessel which was placed 
under the command of William Barendszoon, a native 
of the island of Terschelling, then a resident of 
Amsterdam, whose name and fate are to be for ever 
identified with the history of Arctic discovery. On the 
failure of the first expedition, another was sent out 
the following year by the two provinces, without the 
co-operation of the merchants, but with no better 
success. The two provinces, at length discouraged, gave 
up all further trials, but the States General offered a 

>) The nathoritieB on tbia point are oolleot«d io tbe QfckitJenit Jer 
SticUimg VM Jt Vertenigde 0. I. Compagai* etc., door L A. Van derChya. 
pp. SS— 6, note, 3d ed. Leyden 1857. 
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reward of tea thousand dollars to any private persons 
who might make the discovery. Id the year 1596 the 
merchants just named made a third attempt alone, 
when the sufferings of the crew of one of the ships, 
who were compelled to winter in Nova Zembla, and the 
consequent death of Barentszoon, without obtaining any 
favorable results, seemed to preclude all further efforts 
in that direction. But a marked success had in the 
mean time, attended an enterprise of another association 
composed of Van Os, Basselaer, Carol and others, in 
the opposite quarter, — a success which was eventually 
to shape the commercial character of the Ketherlands 
and to lay the foundation of the prosperity which the 
country enjoys at the present day. It was indeed the 
beginning of that chain of circumstances which led to 
the discovery of the Hudson river, and more remotely 
to the settlement of our country by the Dutch. 

In the same year with the sailing of the expedition 
of 1594, the three energetic men whom we have 
named, associated themselves with six others, namely, 
Hendrik Hudden, Reynier Pauw, Jan Poppen, Hendrik 
Buyk, Syvert FietersEoon Sem and Arend ten Grooten- 
huys, in a company called the „Compagnie van Verre", 
or Company of Foreign Parit, for the purpose of 
carrying on a trade to the East Indies, by the way of 
the Cape of Good Hope, in defiance of the bull of the 
Pope and the power of the enemies of their country, 
the Spaniards and their conquered dependents, the 
Portuguese. The association caused four ships to be 
built for the purpose of this trade, whence the members 
were called sometimes the Bewindhtbberg or Manager* 
of the nete ahip$j and despatched them on their voyage 
in 1595, under the command (^ Comelis Houtman. The 



Digitized byGoO^le 



14 HBNBT HUDSON IN HOLLAND. 

speculatloD was entirely successful and yielded remune- 
rative profits to the owners of the vessels. Every 
obstacle in the way of reaching the dazzling East 
seemed at once to have been overcome and the coveted 
wealth of the Indies to lie within the grasp of the 
adventurers. A sudden fury for entering into this 
commerce seized the entire maritime interest of the 
Republic. A sluice-way was opened into which the 
whole commercial body rushed like a body of waters. 
Ships were fitted out from the different parts of 
Zeeland and North and South Holland, in great numbers. 
The French ambassador, De Buzanval, on the 27 August, 
1597, after the return of Houtman , wrote home from 
Holland, "all these coustries, which are full of ships 
and sailors, are running there like fire." Of these 
different parties, some made short voyages and realized 
enormous profits; others enriched themselves by the 
capture of Spanish and Portuguese carracks, which 
they did not hesitate to attack, wherever tiiey met 
them, without regard to disparity of force. It was right 
thus to cripple the enemy, and to transfer the scene 
of war which had been confined within the borders of 
the oppressed to the very seat of wealth of the proud 
oppressor. Every Dutch ship despatched to the Indies 
became a privateer, and every Spanish and Portugese 
vessel which could be taken was a lawful prize. Some 
of the adventurers, less fortunate than the others in 
the length of their voyages or in obtaining full cai^oes, 
in consequence of their arriving in the Indies after the 
market had been stripped by others of their countrymen 
who had been there before tfaem, and equally unfor- 
tunate in taking booty, obtained inadequate returns. 
In order to prevent this inequality on the one hand, 
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aod to make the new element of power a more effectJre 
means of attack against the enemy on the other, the 
Republic determined to meri^e all the different interests 
into one by the incorptn'ation of a General Company, 
makinff the several proprietors its managers. The 
project was opposed by many of them, but without 
effect; and finally in 1602, the charter was passed, 
and the Dutch East India Compauy organized. 

This charter modelled the company somewhat on the 
plan of the union of the provinces, with distinct assem- 
blies and parts, dividing it into six branches, called 
Chambers, each of which was managed by its own 
Directors, in different portions of the country — one in 
Amsterdam comprising one half its capital; a second in 
Zealand, with one fourth of the capital; two in South 
Holland, with one eighth of the capital subdivided 
between Delft and Rotterdam; and two also in North 
Holland, with the remaining eighth part of the capital 
alBO subdivided between Hoorn and Enkhuizen. These 
Chambers were called respectively the Chambers of 
Amsterdam, Zeeiand, Delft, Rotterdam, Boom and 
Enkhuizen. A general council of seventeen directors 
chosen by the respective chambers from among them- 
selves were by a majority of votes to determine all 
voyages ; Amsterdani choosing eight, Zeeiand four, and 
the other chambers one member each, and the seven- 
teenth being chosen by lot by the Chambers of Zeeiand, 
the Uaas, and North Holland. This arrangement was 
a device to secure the rights of the smaller chambers 
against the power of ttmt of Amsterdam. Each locality 
was secured in its proportion of the business of the 
Company, and each Chamber was to have the exclusive 
management of the ahipe sent out by it and to be 



Digitized byGoO^le 



16 HENKT HUDSON IN H<»XAKD. 

responsible for all the property coming into its possession. 
The Company was authorised to trade to the East 
Indies by the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of 
Magellan, the only routes then known, for the period 
of twe"nty one years. The charter contained a very 
singular clause, which we refer to now, because it 
will expUdn a phrase in the contract witli Hudson; 
that is, it required an account to be kept of eaich ten 
years' operations and permitted each stockholder at the 
end of any such term of ten years to withdraw his 
capital if he chose so to do. The numbers of persons 
who were named Directors was at the outset twenty 
three for the Chamber of Amsterdam, including alt 
the Members of the Compagnie fan Vem, except 
Hendrik Hudden, who had died in the mean time; 
fourteen for Zeeland; eleven for Delft ; nine for 
Rotterdam; four for Hoom; and eleven for Enkhuizen. 
The charter was construed, if uot by the Company, 
by others, to limit its privil^es to carrying on the 
India trade by the two routes particularly mentioned, 
namely, by way of the Cape of Qood Hope and by 
the Straits of Magellan, and to leave the power in the 
States to grant to others similar privileges by new 
routes which might thereafter be opened. Hence it was 
that Le Maire^ after leaving the direction of the 
Company, oi^ganised, as we have said, expeditions fear 
further exploration; and that other parties entered at 
once into negotiations with the States for the purpose 
of prosecuting the particular navigation in the North, 
though without success. The Company itself shortly 
after its organization took into consideration the expe- 
diency of making an atempt to explore the Northern 
passage and of solidting the necessary privileges ftvm 
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tite goTerament It ii quite apparent tfaererore that 
(e&ra or hopes of the opening of that route still lurked 
in the minds of some of the Directors. The Council of 
Seventeen determined finally that it was inexpedient 
to make the trial. This determination was, however, 
accompanied by a remarkable resolution which, wliile 
it most pointedly coDflrme the idea that expectations 
of the ultimate opening of the Northern passage existed 
in that body, also furnishes us with the key to the 
policy which led the Company subsequently to send 
for Hudson, and to employ him on tliat very service. 
The final action of the Council of Seventeen on this 
subject took place on the Tth of August 1601, and is 
thus entered on the minutes: "It is likewise for delibe- 
ration and resolution, whether the voyage by the 
North shall also again be undertaken and negotiations 
be had with the Noble Lords States in regard to terms 
and privileges for that purpose, meing that tome private 
peraotu have already heen in commumcaUon toith taid 
Lord»; the more so, as this matter was at the meeting 
of the Seventeen, on the 27tb of February last past 
postponed, as appears by the seventeenth section of 
the proceedings of that meeting". In the margin Is the 
following disposition of the subject: "The contents 
hereof are rejected, as it is deemed not serviceable to 
the Company; and therefore, if this navigation shouid 
be undertaken by ang private perfont, U oitght io he by 
all means prevented" ■). The Company, in pursuance of 
this resolution, accordingly abandoned the idea of the 
Northern route and confined itself to the South. In this 
trade it realized immediately enormous profits, dividing 

■) See Dotnuneut A. 
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among its stockholders, thirty-seTen per cent for its 
first two years' operations and seventy-flve per cent for 
the next two years. It- had at the time of the viait of 
HudsoD grown already to be a mighty power, having 
forty large ships, besides other smaller vessels in its 
service, armed with six hundred pieces of cannon and 
manned by five thousand sailors. The government bad 
also strengthened it by new enactments and those 
persons who disputed the constructioD tliat the charter 
of the Company was exclusive, which, indeed, if it 
were true, was so only by implication and not by its 
terms, and who therefore engaged in the trade on~ their 
own account, were, by a decree of the States General 
of the first of July 1606, expressly prohibited from 
navigating by the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits 
of Magellan; and in the following September, by another 
decree, the subjects of the Netherlands were prohibited 
from carrying on the trade fl-om foreign countries. 
Thus the monopoly seemed to be firmly established 
and the profits of the company to be commensurate 
with the most visionary hopes of its menbers. But 
great success is quite sure to produce dangerous rivals 
in all affairs of this kind, and while it excites the envy 
perhaps and taxes the ingenuity of those whom the 
law has excluded firom a participation in its advantages 
also frequently gives birth in foreign countries to 
efforts which tiie law cannot reach. 
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ANOTHER POWER, IN QUEST OF THE RI0HE8 OF THE 

INDIES, DISTURBS HUDSON'S NEaOTIATIONS WITH 

TUB COUPANT, WHICH FAIL, ARE RENEWED AND 

FINALLY CONSUMMATED, IN CONSEtlUENOE. 

Great events are rarely the result of a single cause, 
but rather of a combinatioD of causes and of accidental 
circumBtances. So was it in regard to the voyage of 
Hudson, and we are now to allude to a singular traiu 
of incidents which led to his immediate employment 
by the Company and without which we should have 
been ignorant of the particular circumstaQces connected 
with the negotiations between them. The success 
attending the first operations of the Company had 
attracted the attention of Henry IV of France, who, 
in consequence, became desirous of establishing a 
similar association in his own kingdom. Hitherto the 
expeditions to Canada of which that monarch had been 
a promoter, had been productive only of disappointment 
to himself and loss of life to the adventurers, and he 
seemed now anxious to try his fortunes in the East, by 
means of the services of experienced persons fh)m 
Holland. Le Haire was recommended to him as a 
merchant both of great experience in the India trade, 
and of wealth and credit, who would probably assist 
him in the enterprise. The King determined to employ 
him if possible, and for that purpose, confided the 
execution of his plan to M. Jeannin, one of his ambas- 
sadors at the Hague, whom he had sent there to aid 
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In the counsels of the States-General in their pending 
negotiations for a peace with Spain. The envoy 
immediately made overtures on the subject to Le 
Maire, who was, on his part, quite willing to enter 
into the schemes of Henry. Le Maire was of opinion, 
however, that it was better to wait the issue of the 
pending negotiations for a peace before organising the 
French Company, in as much as those negotiations 
might result in the adoption of an article in the treaty 
prohibiting altogether the India trade to the Dutch, in 
which case it would be very easy to establish a new 
Compauy in France ft^m among the members of the 
then broken-up Dutch Company. Jeannin appears to 
have acquiesced in the delay, although he did not 
altogether approve of the policy of it, because it mi^t 
subject the course of IiIb sovereign to the imputation 
of selfish motives in urging the peace, if suoh a 
provision diould be inserted in the treaty '). While 
these parties were thus waiting the conclusion of the 
negotiations between the governments, — a momentous 
period in the history of the country, — and while the 
East India Company was quietly realizing, as we have 
seen, its enormous profits from the new trade, the 
result of Hudson's voyages became known, in which 
he had reached the eighty-first degree of North latitude, 
being the highest point then yet attained by any 
navigator. The news at once disturbed the smooth 
course of the Directors, whose fears were now excited 
lest the North-east passage might indeed bo accom- 



<) Neoociaiions DU frksidint Jkahmin. LtUre d» M. ie VitleTOj an 
Sitar Jtamm, Ar IS Femer 1808; ud Uttre dt M. Jvaam a M. Jt 
rUlmg dit 14 Man 1608. 
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plished by otherB, and with it might disappear the 
value of their franchise. In pursuance, therefore, of 
the line of policy which was laid down in their 
resolution of August 1603, of preventing such a result, 
if possible, they sent for HudMn, who repaired, as 
before stated, to Amsterdam in the latter part of the 
year 1608, in order to consult with them in regard to 
the practicability of the Northern passage '). The obser- 
vations which Hudson had made during bis former 
voyages and which he now communicated were new, 
and presented an eighth wonder of the world. He 
explained his experience to be in favor of an open 
sea in the extreme North, because having been as 
high up as latitude eighty-one, the further North he 
had gone the less cold he had found; and, instead of 
the land at the highest latitude which he had attained 
not being covered with grass and there not being 



') NE«niATiow8 DU FBBamiHT Jx&iTHix. L^in an roi par M. JeoMMtn 
it 36 Jammer 1609, lar la teekereie At ftuta/t Ai Nord. Jeumin does 
not apeak of Hudson b; uame, bat oslla him »d English pilot. "Wtm 
tbere not other proofi sufficient to estkblish the identity of this penou 
with HadaoD, the publication, whioh we an now ensbled to mftke, of 
the written sgreement between him end the Directors of the Comptui; 
of AmiterdMn, would be conolusiTC upon th&t point. This instrameni 
WM signed on the eighth of Juinsry 1608, a few dajs before tbe date 
of Jeannin's lettet, in whioh he speaks of the negotiations, which 
had been broken off, baring just before been renewed. Jeannin also 
saja that this English pilot bad already made two vojages in search 
of the passage b; the North and bad reached the height of eightj- 
one dagi«w North; whence we are at no losa to recogDiae Henr; 
flmdson as the iudiridoal meant The letten of Jeuinin are full of 
interest on this subject; it is to these despatches that we are lai^ely 
indebted for our details in relation to the negotiations of Hudson with 
tbe Company. 

This important letter ma; be found under Document B. 
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any animals there except beasts of prey and sucb as 
live on flesh alone, he had observed there both herbage 
and different species of animals which live solely 
upon the productions of the land, thereby proving 
the existence of such productloDs and a consequent 
amelioration of the climate in those extreme regions. 
He remarked further that in order to reach this milder 
climate of the Arctic circle, instead of exploring the 
sea-shore in latitude seventy to seventy-four, as had 
been done in the previous voyages of the Dutch, and 
where they had been caught by the ice, which always 
makes moat near the land, and prevented fh)m 
proceeding further, it was necessary to push boldly 
into the open sea, where the greater depth of the 
water and the agitation of the waves hindered the 
formation of ice, and to keep therein until the eighty- 
third degree was reached, or even a point further 
North when Ibe navigator, turning Easterly, must seek 
the desired passage through the Straits of Anian <). 



■) Thu open sea *t the North pole hu hitherto onl; served to 
tantalise both the enterprising and the corions. Its eiistenee, recentlj 
kgain confirmed b; our lamented coaatrjmui, Dr. Kane, from a 
different point of exploration, haa been repeatedly' asserted b; traTellen 
who have visited that region since Hndson. Fonr yean onlj after 
him, in 161S, Thomas Harmaduke sailed from Hall in the ship 
Hopevell and reached the eightj-eecond degree of North latitude; bnt 
the highest point was gained b; James Bisbrovn, who sailed from 
LiTcrpool in 1TS6 and reached the extraordinar; latitude of 80* 10', 
where he fonnd the sea still open to the North. Dr. Hamel's S»gUmd 
and Bmim, translated bj J. S. lieigh, p. 367. Whatever fntnre exploration 
roa; disclose on this subject, the idea of the open Polar Sea andoabtedlj 
o^linated with Henry Hndson. See: S. Mnller Fsn., Da Jfoordtci* Com- 
pagnie, 1874. and bis Introdnction io De reit van Jo* Conelut. Mof, 1611, 
published b; the „ljinschof«n-VeTeeiugi)ig", lOOtf. 
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These obsenratioDB of Hudson, so opposed to all previous 
experience in regard to the Northern regions and to 
the general belief, were sustained on philoBophical 
[vinciples by Plaocius. This cosmographer argued 
that the sun, shining on the pole during five months 
constantly, though its heat is feeble, produces, in 
consequence of its aninterrupted continuance for that 
long period, a higher degree of temperature and 
imparts more permanent warmth to the earth and so 
makes it more suitable for the habitation of man and 
beast than it does in latitudes further South, where it 
rises and sets daUy, and where the heat communicated 
by day is thrown off at night. There is therefore, be 
said, an intermediate line of latitude between the pole 
and equator, where the cold is greatest, and on either 
side of which, as well going towards the pole as the 
equator, the cold gradually diminishes. This point of 
extreme frigidity he fixed at the sixty-sixth degree. 
In illustration of his views, he instanced the case of 
a small fire kept a long time in one place having 
more power to warm than a lai^ one which is 
frequently kindled and suffered to burn only a short 
time at each lighting. 

The Amsterdam directors declared themselves satisfied 
in regard to the expediency of sending out an expedition 
but said they were not prepared to do so during the 
coming season. They, therefore, requested Hudson to 
Amsterdam the next year and obtained from him a 
promise to tliat effect The reason of this proposed 
delay is to be found in the fact that it was not competent 
for the Chamber of Amsterdam alone to bind the whole 
Company. The power of sending out ships was vested 
in the Coum^ of Seventeen^ which only met two or 
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three times a year: and the next meetiDg of that body 
would not take place until the twenty-flfth of the 
following March and then would be held at Uiddelburg 
in Zeeland. Its determination upon the subject would 
therefore, even if favorable, have been too late to 
enable a vessel to be equipped early enough to sail 
that year, especially as it was insisted it ought to leave 
in March, and that one cause of the f^ure of previous 
attempts was leaving it till summer before the navigators 
left, when they found themselves, by the time they 
had reached the high latitudes, surprised by the 
formation of new ice and stopped, in consequence, 
from going further. The hesitation, however, of the 
Amsterdam directors to embark at once in the enter- 
prise had well nigh changed the whole character of 
the voyage of Hudson, and it was only by an accident 
that the discovery of Hudson's River, did not inure to 
the glory of Henry the Great, and the newly discovered 
country become a New France, instead of a New 
Netherland. What would have been the destiny of the 
land bad such been the case it is unnecessary here 
to contemplate, though the circumstances which we 
are to relate must give rise to curious speculations in 
inquisitive minds on that subject 

The conferences of Hudson and the Directors took 
place during the pause in the negotiations between the 
French ambassador and Le Maire. The presence of the 
distinguished seaman in Amsterdam and the object of 
his visit were known to the latter, who watched his 
proceedings closely, and who, as soon as the directors 
dtomissed liim, held secret interviews with him for the 
purpose of engaging him in the service of the King of 
France for the same exploration. Hudson appears to 
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have entertained the proposal and to have given Le 
Maire all the information which he had imparted to 
the Directors on the subject of the climate in the 
North. Le Haire Immediately communicated the facts 
to Jeannin and proposed to him that King Henry 
should have the exploration made in his own name, 
offering *to furnish the vessel and the men unless His 
Majesty should wish to employ some persons of his 
own, with those of experience in former voyages whom 
he would Aimish, and saying that in order to accomplish 
the undertaking not more than three or four thousand 
crowns would be necessary, which sum he desired to 
receive from His Mf^esty, because he did not as a 
private individual feel inclined to expend so much, 
and did not dare to communicate the matter to any 
body else, because the East India Company was fearful 
above all things of behig forestalled in this design. He 
did not venture to speak to the Englishman except in 
secret. If the passage should be found it would greatly 
facilitate the formation of a Company ■}". Jeannin confer- 
red at the same time with Planciua, who happened to be 
then at the Hague, without however apprising him of 
the plans of his master and heard from his own lips 
tiie conflrmatory views of the cosmographer. On the 
^th of January 1609, he wrote a letter to the king 
detailing the information which he had received and 
venturing in very courtly style to recommend the 
scheme. "It is," said he, "for Your Ui^esty to command 
what is your pleasure for me to do in the premises. 
It is true the success of this undertaking cannot be- 
promised with certainty, but Le Maire has long been 

■) JMUuin, Ltttn tk 20 jmmer 1600, lee DoeiiB«iit B. 
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makiDg inquiries as to what results could be expected 
from this enterprise, and he is regarded as a prudent 
and industrious man. Then, much will not be hazarded. 
When Ferdinand received the opinion of Christopher 
Columbus and caused three ships to be equipped for 
him in order to make a yoyage to the West Indies, 
the enterprise seemed at that time more doubtful, and 
all the other Powers to whom that man had applied 
ridiculed it and declared it impossible; yet what great 
fruits has it produced! It is the opinion of Plantdus 
and other get^raphers that there are other lands which 
have not yet been discovered and which Qod may be 
reserving for the glory and advantage of other princes, 
not willing to bestow all upon Spain alone. Even if 
nothing should come of it, it will always be a laudable 
thing, and the regret will not be great, since so little 
will be risked ')". The interviews between Le Uaire and 
Hudson became known however to the Amsterdam 
Directors and as Le Maire had apprehended would be 
the result, in case of such a discovery, they immediately 
recalled Hudson, and entered into negotiations with 
him anew. The circumstances are told by Jeannin in 
a postscript which is remarkable for its proposing 
another expedition. "This letter being flnished", it 
reads, "and on the point of being sent off by me to 
Your Majesty, Le Maire has written me again, and 
has sent me the memoir, which is Joined to the present 
letter, which also contains an ample discussion on the 
above subject He also writes me, that some members 
of the East India Company, who had been informed that 
the Englishman bad interviews secretly with him, were 

') See Docnmeiit B. 
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apprehensive that he wished to employ Iiim himself to 
discover this passage, and Uiey have therefore renewed 
their negotiations with him to undertake the voyage 
the present year, the Directors of the Chamber of 
Amsterdam having written to that effect to the other 
Chambers of the same Company for their approval 
with the declaralion that if it be refiised, they will 
undertake it themselves. Le tfaire does not however 
cease to exhort Your Hf^esty to this enterprise, informing 
me that he has a pilot who has already made this same 
voyage and is more experienced and capable than the 
Englishman ■)''• The aiguments of Hudson and Plancius 
had their efftet upon the French Monarch as well as on 
the Company. Upon the receipt of this letter the King 
wrote to the Ambassador, that though he considered 
Le Maire's project very doubtful and uncertain, yet 
it was so honorable and mi^t be so advantageous if 
it should succeed, he was well satififled to make the 
trial and to engage in it in his own name, if Jeannin 
and Le Maire judged he ought to do so; and in order 
to carry the design into effect he sent him a draft for 
four thousand crowns '). But the money came too late 
to employ Hudson. Indeed, the agreement between 
him and the Amsterdam Directors had been completed 
already some time before the writing- of M. Jeannin's 
letter to the King. The plan of Le Maire was, however, 
carried into execution by the employment of another 
person in his stead. A vessel was equipped, on behalf 
of the King but not in his name, and sailed to the 
North on (he fifth of May, about one month after the 



>) JV^tMMrfwM iu MtUtiU JmumU. See DoonmeDt B. 
1) Litin 4fc m ob mft-imiiemt Fivrm. 1609. 
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Bailing of Hudson ■); but as do particular aocount of 
the voyage has been ever given to the public, it 
must have entirely failed, not only in the object 
of its search, but in adding anything to the sum of 
geographical knowledge. Before its return Jeannin had 
left the country *). 



') leitn d» M. Jauuwt iM.de FiUer^ d» kmUUm de Mmi 1009. 
The oorreapondonce of Jeumin «u Gnt priotod at Paris in IftfiS; in 
folio. Another edition appMred in 4 vols. ISmo. «t Auaterdam in 169G; 
ftnd B tiiird «*8 pnbliahed at Fsria in 1819 in 8 toIb. 8td. Tiro other 
editions hsve since been pnUished, with oorreotions from the originat 
m&Biuoript in the Biblioth^ne Nationale. We bare oaed that of Fetitot 
in his "Collection de« M£moires telatifs k rhistoire de France", Paris 
1SS8, Stq; bot, as oai lefernoes are to the dates of the letters and 
not to the pages of the book, no difficult]' will be found in oonsolting 
an; of these editions. 

*) The expense of the equipment of this Tessel was fifteen thousand 
Aero, being Are thousand more than had been remitted to Jeannin. 
Besides this amount the captain reoeived a present of three hundred 
florins on the psirt of the Kiog. Le Haire pat a venture in the ship 
of ten thoQsand Uerei in merchandiie and cash on his own aocount. 
Jeannin, who had an interview with the Captain, speaks of him as a 
man well acqnainted with navigation and of great experience. The 
expedition sailed with a letter of credence from Prince Maurice and 
was not known to have been sent ont on acoonnt of the King of 
France b; an; other persons in Holland than Jeannin, Le Msire and 
bis brother and the Captain. An examination of the French Archives 
might disclose something of interest on the subject of this expedition. 

It appears from the account of Northern Russia bj Isaac Massa in 
the Hudson tract of 161S that Le Maire sent out another expediton 
to the North in 1018, and >oUoil«d Hassa to join it, who refased. The 
whole paragraph is interesting and we give it in his own words from 
the Latin edition of 161S, which is more full as to this point than the 
others. "As the most excessive oold prevails in the straits of Nova 
Zembla, it is not wonderful that in consequence of the narrowness of 
those straits, quantities of very strong and thick ice are aooDmulated 
and heaped up to sixtf or at least Aft; paces in height, as was 
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The pilot whom Le Maire bo highly commended, 
whoever he was and whatever his skill, was of a 
differeDt apirit flrom Hudson, who was the very soul 
of the expedition under hia command, and who had 
great resources within himself against the extraordinary 
obstacles which beset his course. Our navigator, when 
he entered upon the voyage, felt that he had something 
more to do than to dischaif^e merely the orders of his 
employers; he was to endeavour to accomplish the 
object they had in view by the exercise, in extra- 
ordinary contingencies, of an intelligent discretion, and 
not in any event to be content without extending the 
limits of known exploration. The results of these two 
attempts made at the same time, and with the same 
general object in view and under similar ciixsumstances, 
illustrate most strikingly the difference between the 
mere pilot, performing a prescribed task, and the 
zealous discoverer, such as Hudson was, ardent for 
success. While the one seems to have turned his bark 
homeward when the icebergs loomed up before him, 
with nothing to report to his employers except an 

mmnr«d in thia rer; yeu b; thoM vho wtre M&t on a voyage there 
b; iMao Le Maire in a small ressel, which he wished me to aocompau;, 
bat withoat aTail; for I know rer; well and can demonstrate that 
that route ia not open and that all those who nndertake it will be 
deceived nnlew thej attempt it some other waj". F. S2 veno, lint 8: 
"enmqae in illo ad Noram Zemlam Treto eitrema rigeant frigota, nihil 
niram, si pne ipaa freti angnstia tam immanu ooaoerrentur & ooaleaoant 
glaciei molea, nt in 60, *el miuimDm 60 paunnm DrasiitndiDem tandem 
noieacant, nt boe ipso aoui demensi *nnt ij, qni &oiente Iiaaco Lemerio, 
ninori naTigio iUno profeoti snnt, qnibni idem ille Lemeriui me tentarit 
adjungere oomitem, Ternm neqiiioqnam, paratos namqne sam demonitrare 
iter illnd aon eaM pernnm, ft temper Insnnw operam qnotqnot lunqnam 
id tentatnii sant, niii alia via rem »gp«diantar". 
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entire fiidlure, the other, aothing daunted or discouraged, 
when he saw he could no longer pursue the route 
mailed out for him, boldly steered into other and more 
remote regions, discovered a new and beautiful country 
and, at the same time, contributed something to the 
great cause in which he was eng^ed, by demonstrating 
that no passage to the Indies existed at that point. 
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THE OOHTSAOT BETVE&K HUDSON AND THE COUPANT; 
AND THB INSTRUCTIONS FOB THE VOYAGE. 

Although the enterprise in which Hudson bad now 
engaged was at the expense and for the advantage of 
tlie E^ast India Company, it was nevertheless through 
his advice and encouragement that it was undertaken. 
It is not, therefore, surprising that be should have had 
some views of his own In regard to the voyage, distinct 
from those of the Directors, and should have followed 
them when the occasion served. He, indeed, is charged 
with having violated the InstructionB which he received 
from them in turning westwardly when be found 
himself prevented by the Ice from sailing to the North 
of Nova Zembla, and it must be confessed with some 
show of truth '). The object of the Directors in sending 
him on the voyage, was, as sufficiently appears from 
the circumstances which preceded his employment, 
solely to discover the North-east passage in order to 
secure the exclusive benefit to the company of that 
route. We are not left however to inference as to their 
intentions. The contract entered into between them 
and Hudson distinctly states that the destination of the 



■) "HadMQ hkTing rnn out to bm ud Uid his oooim dong the 
Morth ocMit tovuda Not> ZemblA, and h&nng rooud tha tet there 
oa the 14th ot U*j u fall of ice u it wu in the preTJona jean, 
determined, oontnur; to hii initniotions, to seek another roate through 
Dana' Struts, whither he aooordinglj aailed." MS. iiitoiy nf Ht Sort 
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vessel was to the North and thence around the North 
side of the island of Nora ZemUa ; and the inBtructions, 
after repeating this destination and to the straits of 
Anian, expressly prohibit Hudson from attempting any 
other route, and, in case of failure in the direction laid 
down, direct him to return to Holland. These documents 
which have only recently come to light must, however, 
speak for themselves, and are of so interesting a 
character that we are happy of the opportunity of 
now making them known. The contract exists entire, 
the iustructiona in abstract only. The former in conse- 
quence of Hudson's ignorance of the Dutch language 
was executed on his part with the aid of Jodocus 
HondiuB as interpreter. For ihe reasons stated by 
Jeanmn ') it was made with the Chamber of Amsterdam 
only and is signed by two directors on its behalf. It 
is as follows: 

^CotOraet toUh Henry Hudson^. 

"On this eighth of January in the year of our Lord 
one thousand six hundred and nine, the Directors of 
the East India Company of the Chamber of Amsterdam 
of the ten years reckoning of the one part, and Mr. 
Henry Hudson, Englishman, assisted by Jodocus Hondius, 
of the other part, have agreed in manner foltowing, to 
wit: That the said directors shall in the first place 
equip a smdl vessel or yacht of about thirty lasts ^ 
burden, with whieh, well provided with men, provisions 



>> See DMunent & 

*) „ „ a 

*) Six^ tona. 
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and other necessaries, the above named Hudson shall 
about the finit of April, sail, in order to search for a 
passage by the Korth, around by the North side of 
Nova Zembla, and ahall continue thus along that 
parallel until he ahall be able to sail Southward to the 
latitude of sixty degrees. He shall obtain as much 
knowledge of the lands as can be done without any 
considerable loss of time, and if it is possible return 
immediately in order to make a fUthful report and 
relation of his 'voyage to the Directors, and to deliver 
over his journals, log-books and charts, together with 
an account of everything whatsoever which shall 
happen to him during the voyage without keeping 
anything back; for which s^d voyage the Directors 
shall pay to the said Hudson, as well for his outfit for the 
said voyage, as for the support ot his wife and children, 
the sum of eight hundred guilders ■) ; and, in case 
(which God prevent) he do not come back or arrive 
hereabouts within a year, the Directors shall Airlher 
pay to his wife two hundred guilders in cash; and 
thereupon they shall not be further liable to him or 
his heirs, unless he shall either afterwards or within 
the year arrive and have fbund the passage good and 
suitable for the Company to use; in which case the 
Directors wil reward the before named Hudson for his 
dangers, trouble and knowledge in their discretion, 
with which the before mentioned Hudson is content. 
And in case the Directing think proper to prosecute 
and continue the same voyage, it is stipulated and 
agreed with the before named Hudson, that he shall 
make his residence in this country with bis wife and 



■) Thiw hniidTed ud tventj doUkn. 
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obildreD, and shall enter Into the employment of no 
one other than the Company, and this at the dlBcretion 
of the Directors, who also promise to make him 
satisfied and content f6r such further service in all 
justice and equity. All without fraud or evil intent. In 
witness of the truth, two contracts are uiade hereof of 
the same tenor and are subscribed by both parties and 
also by Jodocas Hondlus, as interpreter and witness. 
Dated as above, (ngned) DiBK van Os, J. Poppe, Henbt 
HtJDBON, (Louser doum signed) JodocuB Hondius, witness ■)". 

Independently of its historical importance, this inte- 
resting paper forcibly arrests attention to some of its 
details. The modest means with which it'was proposed 
to execute the design, — a single vessel of sixty tons, 
do not conform to the modem idea of ezplraing exped- 
itions; but the expeditions sent out for the purposes 
of discovery in those days were all arranged on a 
small scale, though this one, if not the smallest of them 
all, was certainly much smaller than the greater portion 
of them. Considering the dangerous service upon which 



') Jodoona (tliAt ii, J^oost or Jnatna) Hondioa wbo toted U the 
interpreter uid friend of Hndwn, on thii ooouion, vu ma eminent 
engntTet of maps, «ho, like FUnoins, «u & Fleming b; birth and bad 
fled from his oonntrr daring the reTolationarj tronbles. He first vent 
to London, and established himself there in basineBS, bnt afterwards 
removed to Amsterdam, which for manj jeara both before that time 
and aftenrards was a great eentie of map-making, and where he died 
two years after the above doonment was signed. He was saooeeded b; 
his son Henry Hondios, wbo also became eminent in the map business. 

The baptismal name of Hndson, both in the bod; of the instrnment 
and in the signatnte, in the Dutch oopj, is spelt in pbun English, 
HuniT. The praotioe in Amerioa of giving it t^ Datoh etynologj, 
Bendrii, is therefore more honored in tbe breach than in the observance. 
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the Teasel was to be employed, who will not say that 
fiudson was actuated by the most ardent zeal for the 
promotion of discovery and by the spirit of a true 
explorer which forgets all other personal considerations 
in the hope of success and its crowning glory? Neither 
did he seek reward for his toils and dangers in the 
pecuniary compensation which he was to be allowed 
ei^er for the time or the future. The amount which 
was paid him for the voyage was insignificant, and for 
his future employment was left entirely undetermined. 
He no doubt had full confidence in the honor of hia 
employers. But when we read that it was In the 
contemplation of the parties that he might perish 
in the attempt in those distant and unexplored regions, 
as indeed he was after all destined to do, we see how 
great was his confidence in himself to have been content 
with the paltry pittance which was stipulated, in that 
event, to be paid to his wife and children. On the 
other hand, we have a confirmation of the statement 
of Jeannin of the determination of the Chamber of 
Amsterdam to carry out the enterprise at its own 
expense, if necessary, and of the circumstances which 
brought it to that resolution. We may, too, readily 
conclude from the signatures on behalf of the Company 
who were foremost to promote the enterprise. Ho doubt, 
in the then existing emei:gency, alt of the directors felt 
desirous of preventing by all the means id tiieii power 
the apparently ripe f^uit from dropping into the hands 
of Le Ufdre, yet we cannot be mistaken in saying that 
Dirk van Os regarded it with peculiar interest In 
entrusting the execution of a measure determined upon 
by them, deliberatlTe bodies are not'^t to select any 
others than those who are its friends and its advocates 
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and wbo are Impressed with a sense of its importance. 
Who would in the present case have ur^ed this 
measure more strongly than he who had been one of 
the first adventurers in the North, and whose life had 
been devoted to grand and bold enterprises? 

Although the contract was, from the ui^ncy of the 
case, made by the Amsterdam directors upon their 
own responsibility, it appeu^ to have received the 
sanction of the other chambers and to have been fully 
assumed by the whole Company before the sailing of 
the expedition. Indeed it is not easy to conceive that 
there could have been any opposition on the part of 
the other chambers, as they stood pledged by the 
express policy of the Company to prevent the passage 
being discovered by others. Ur. Lambrechtsen states, 
however, that the enterprise did not meet with the 
approbation of die Zeeland directors; but we have not 
been able to find in the proceedings of the Coundl of 
Seventeen or of the Chamber of Zeeland any evidence 
to support his statement ■). Still, as a minority of the 
Council was sutDcient to adopt the measure, the oppo- 
sition by that Chamber would not have been of any 
avaU, unsupported by all the others. The action of the 
Council of Seventeen was, as a body, distinctly in 
favor of the expedition, as we find, at its first meeting 
after the contract was made, a resolution adopted by 
it committing the preparation of the instructions for 
the vessel to the Chamber of Amsterdam^; and at 



>) See hoveter doouments Eii^« which were uaknown to Horphj. 

)) See Docament ¥. All the memben of the Connoil were present 
at tbi* meeting. Those from the Cbambet of Amiterdam wete Jan Janu. 
Oarel, Jan Poppe, fiemaerd BerwiJBa, Marmu de Yogelaer, Oirok tbd 
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the following meeting, held on the first c^ September, 
after Hudson had sailed, the directors of the Chamber 
of Amsterdam cfilled upon to report the orders and 
iostructioDB given to the vessel '); when they accordingly 
delivered copies of the contract and instructions to 
each of the Chambers. It thus not only appears that 
the expedition was at the chaige of the whole company, 
but that it sailed with written instructions. It is 
therefore desirable to know what were those instruc- 
tions, in order to understand the particular views of 
the Company as to the destination of the vessel. They 
are not extant in full, but the portion of them relating 
to the question under consideration has been preserved 
by Hr. van Dam. We have just seen that copies of 
the contract and instructions accompanied each other; 
and as we are indebted to Ur. van Dam for a copy 
of the former we may fairly conclude that he had a 
copy of the instructions before him when he wrote and 
claimed to give their contents. These instructions are 
quoted by him in support of his censure of the conduct 
of Hudson in seeking the passage throu^ the lands of 
America. He thus states the fscts: "Tills Company in 
the year 1609 dtted out a yacht of about 30 lasts 
burthen and engaged a Mr. Henry Hudson, an English- 
man, add a skilful pilot, as master thereof, with orders 
to search for the aforesaid passage by the North and 
North-east above Nova Zembla, towards the lands or 



Os, Jul HumaoHen, Genterdt Rejut ud Elb«rt Sjmonu. Jonehejn. 
The ninatM of tbe prooeedinga of the ChftmbBi of Amsteidun eonUiii 
■ aingle reference onlj to Hndaon. On the 19th of Jannuj that bodj 
directed k pSTment of one hundred end fldj gnilders to him on eoconnt 
of hie vagei. See Docnmeat B d (note). 
') See Doonment O. 
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straits of Anion, and then to sail at le&st as far as 
the sixtieth degree of Kortb latitude, when if the time 
permitted he was to return fh>ni the straits of Anian 
again to this country. And he was /WrfA«r ordered by 
hia instructions, to thinly of discovering no other routes 
or passages, except the route around by the North and 
North-east above Nova Zembta; toUh this additional 
provision, that if it could not be accomplished at that 
time, another route would be the subject of consid- 
eration for another voyage ■)". These instructions seem, 
particularly by the last clause, to have contemplated 
such a contingency of failure in the North-east as 
actually happened, and to have left no course for the 
master to pursue except to return home. Yet we must 
not judge too hastily that such was the intention. 
There is another construction less harsh which may 
have been adopted by Hudson. It may be possible 
that the idea of the vessel being stopped at the outset 
by the ice before reaching Nova Zembla or entering 
upon the exploration at all, aa was the fact, never 
occurred to the minds of the Directors, and such a 
di£Qculty was not the failure provided against by them. 
In that case, Hudson would certainly have had a 
discretionary power to employ the ship, for the time, 
at least, for which the crew was engaged, to the best 
advantage of the owners consistently with the purposes 
for which she was equipped; and the consent to that 
course of the crew, and particularly of the ofBcers of 
the vessel, who were all consulted on the subject by 
Hudson, shows that they at least so thought A still 
stronger circumstance in Hudson's favor is, that no 

■} 8m Docament H. 
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such ohai|;e was made against him at the time in any 
account of the voyage, and eepecially in that of 
Van Meteren* in whose way particularly it would have 
come to speak of it, and who must have known it, if it 
were true. The authority of Mr. van Dam is unquestio- 
nably of the most reliable character for the facts which 
he gives; but his opinion is to be deferred to only so 
far as those facts warrant it, In regard to which every 
reader will exercise his own independent Judgment; 
and therefore for ourselves, while we confess the 
instructions apparently sustain his position, we are 
nevertheless loth to conclude with him that the 
Directors were so blind to their own interests as to 
have required the yacht to return ere she had entered 
up<m the exploration and when the expenses had all 
been incurred; or, on the other hand, that Hudson 
would have deliberately disregarded their orders. But 
whatever may have been the views of the Directors, 
there can be no doubt as to those of Hudson. The 
state of the ice, as he found it, must have been 
anticipated as possible by him, if not by them, and 
he accordingly, as we will see, saUed, prepared for 
such an emergency. It may be urged that he should 
in that case have communicated such intentions to the 
Company. Even that he may have done; but if not, 
and if he thus showed an uudue reserve, we may 
pardon somethiog to the irrepressible spirit and daring 
intrepidity of the man, and the noble end which was 
the great object of his ambittim. 

We proceed, in the final pursuit of our inquiry, to 
the unfolding of these purposes of Hudson; and to 
show how and why he came to make the discovery 
of our river in a voyage distinctly undertaken for 
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ezploratioD in an opposite direction. A distinguished 
writer on Arctic Voyages has expressed bimseif as 
unabte to understand what business the navigator bad 
on the shores of America. The mystery, if such it has 
been, need no longer exist. 
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HUDSON, SEFOEE LUTING HOLLAND, CONTEUPLATIK 

EZPLOBINO THE OOABT OF AMERICA IN LATITUDE 

FOSTT AND IN DATIS* STEATFS. 

The ulterior plana of HudBOD are not to be gathered 
from the records of the Company. Ao explanation of 
the course which he deemed proper to pursue, in the 
actual circumstances which befel him, whether opposed 
to the wishes of bis employers or not, might be found 
perhaps in 'his own journal of the voyage, or in his 
communications to the Company, after his return, if 
they existed; but diligent search assures us that these 
papers are irrecoverably lost '). Resort, therefore, must 
be had to other sources of information, if any su(A 
there be. Fortunately, at least, for his fame as a dis- 
coverer, if not for his exculpation from the charge of 
a disregard of the wishes of the Company, there 
does exist the means of showing the motives which 
influenced his conduct; and that it was not by accident 
he came to Hudson's River, any more than the discovery 
of tbe West Indies, by Columbus, when he sought the 
East Indies, is to be so considered. It was, on the 
contrary, in pursuance of strong convictions in his 
own mind of the existence of an opening in the lands 

■) The jonniftl of HadMn wu in tbe posseaaion of De I^et when 
he wrote his JVintM JTenldi, oJU Bwin/vimglie van Wai-IniRai, 1686, 
and maj haTc been retained b; bim, but we bare not been able to 
ditooTcr that there ia anj lepreaentatiTe of hia familj now liring in 
thia ooniiti;. 
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of America to the North of Vii^nia, connecting with 
what we know now to be the great lakes, and of an 
intention to prove or disprove that belief, that he was 
led to turn the prow of bis little shallop, fearlessly 
across the Atlantic. On the 6th of April 1609 '), he 
sailed out of the Holder in the yacht Halve Maan, 
Half Moon, after four months' residence in Holland, 
leaving behind him some who felt interested in bis 
personal welfiu^, but whom he was destined never 
again to see. He was to have returned to give an 
account of his voyage and to deliver the vessel up to 
the owners, but it was his misfortune to have a 
mutinous crew, who compelled him to stop in an 
English port on his return, where an Order in Council 
directed him to remain and do service for his own 
country. Certainly no stronger evidence could be 
produced to show the high estimation in which his 
qualifications were held than the adoption of such an 
extraordinary measure by the British government; 
but the exercise of this high prerogative, while, perhaps 
it gave Hudson up to a terrible end, terminated also 
his connection with the Dutch East India Company, 
and prevented him from again seeing the friends 
whom he had left behind him in Amsterdam. He was 
not however forgotten by them. When at the end of 
three years, the news at once joyful and sad, came 
to them that he had in another voyage discovered the 
long sought-for passage, through an opening in Davids' 
Straits and that he had been there abandoned by an 
unprincipled crew, Hessel Qerrifsz, of Amsterdam, 
published, with their assistance, a brief account in the 



') New Style. See Appendix, Note A. 
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Dutch languE^ of the new discovery in a publication 
entitled: 'Description of the land of the Samoieds in 
Tartary. With an account of the search and discovery 
of the new passage or strait in the Northwest to the 

. kingdoms of China and Cathay, etc" This tract enables 
us to fix the time when Hudson conceived the plan of 
crossing to America. Van Heteren informs us that 

, Hudson, when he could not penetrate the ice in the 
North, submitted two distinct propositions to his crew 
as to their further operations, one of which was to 
steer for the coast of America in latitude forty and 
the other to go to Davis' Straits, the latter of whi<± 
they chose. For aught that appears in the account 
given by the historiui, this determination of Hudson 
might have been formed upon the spur of the moment; 
but we find in the pubhcation at Amsterdam just 
mentioned evidence both that Hudson, before he 
entered upon the voyage. Intended to make the seardi 
in those directions, and the reasons for this deter- 
mination. The statement of Van Meteren was derived 
ftom the first officer or mate of the HoIm Moan, as 
we suppose, for reasons which we will give presently 
and is, on other accounts, entitled to entire confidence '). 
Now, the little book published at Amsterdam contains 
a map of Hudson's recent discovery, of which an 
account is printed on the back of the map, where the 
writer says: "Mr. Hudson, who has several times 
sought a passage to the Westward, had the idea 
of coming to an outlet sea through Lumley's Inlet 
from Davis' Straits, as we Aore seen on his map in 
Mr. Hancittf' pottession, and thus to run into the South 

1) Bm Appwdis, Note B. 
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Sea on the West side of New Eogland '), where an 
Englishman, as he had marked out, had been; but after 
making several trials, be found the passage which is 
designated upon Uua map '), and which he would have 
pursued, had &e sulors not been unwilling etc." This 
is an explicit declaration that the attempts by Hudson 
in his previous voyage to pass tbrouf^ the lands of 
America was in pursuance of a belief that there mi^t 
be an opening there, and Plancius is not only given 
as the authority for it, but as having in his possession 
the evidence of it, derived from Hudson himself. Thus 
the time when Hudson conceived the pliEui in fixed. 
We aare carried back to the period when he was in 
Holland, to those conferences which took place between 
him and the cosmographer when the subject of 
common interest to them, the routes by which the 
discovery of the passage was to be essayed, was 
discussed, and when for their mutual informatioD, the 
experience of the one was compared with the facts 
which had been collected by the other. No other 



■) Nova Aliioh, Nbw Esglabs. It is said b; Rich that the 
Hnt meution in print of the nune of New EnglBDd. u applied to 
this part of Amerioa, iras in Capt. Smith'a: "IkteriplioK of Ntm 
EMfflmut", pnblished in 1616. We have here the name applied to it in 
a Dutch book printed foor jeare before that date, in conneetion with 
information deriTsd from the originator of the name, at least three 
jeara earlier itill. The oircnmatance ia not on); an interesting one in 
the bistorj of that part of onr oonntr;, but bai an obriona bearing 
io fa?or of the accumcj of the whole statement witb which it ia 
given. 

)) That ia, the map here given, npon which this accoant i« printed. 
As the passage above cited i> not in the Latin edition of 1613 which, 
thongh amplified in other partionlars, omit* mention of the map of 
Captain Smith, we give it here in the original. See Doovmest H. 
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opportunity of th^ meeting, at which this soap could 
have been given to Ploncius, had afterwards occurred. 
It is then virtually Plancius himself who here tells us 
that when Hudson left on his voyage for the East 
India Company he had the intention of seeking the 
passage in the West by the route delineated on that map. 
The idea thus entertained by Hudson was based 
upon information derived from Captain John Smith 
and the journals of Captain Weymouth, who had, one 
or other of them, visited the regions indicated by 
Hudson to his crew and who had held out encour- 
agement that the passage was there to be found. 
Captain Smith had explored the Chesapeake and run 
up its confluents, where he had doubtless heard fh>m 
the natives of the existence of the great inland seas 
which debouch through the St. Lawrence. He is the 
Englishman referred to in the account of Plancius 
above ^ven, as we learn fh>m Van Meteren; and we 
thus see how the two accounts, proceeding from 
different and independent sources, remarkably explain 
and confirm each other. Speaking of the plans of 
Hudson, when he encountered the ice, Van Heteren 
says: "Master Hudson gave them (the crew) their choice 
between two things, the flrst was to go to the coast 
of America at the fortieth degree of latitude, mostly 
incited to this by letters and maps which a certain 
Captain Smith had sent him from Virginia, and on 
which he showed him a sea by which be might 
circumnavigate their Southern Colony from the North 
and ftom thence pass into a Western sea; the other 
proposition was, to seek the passage by Davis' Straits '}". 



>) Sm DocQni«nt K. 
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Captain Smith's map, had Indeed been ab-eady publiBhed 
vith bis account of the Colony of Virginia, before 
Hudson visited Holland ') ; but it is evident both from 
the account of Van Meteren, who says that letters and 
maps were sent by Smith to Hudson, and that a 
Western sea was marlced on the map, and from 
Hudson' map in Plancius' possession, also showing this 
sea, that Hadson relied upon something more than the 
public statements of the renowned Captain, and was 
probably in actual correspondence with him : but the 
communicationa of Captain Smith related, it will be 
observed, to the existence of a Western sea behind the 
English colony, and to a Northerly opening to it ftom 
the Atlantic. Hudson however waa led to think that 
the strait might be found as far South as latitude forty, 
though his main dependence was upon a more Northerly 
point and in fact at or near the straits which he 
afterwards discovered and which bear his name. 

We will now see both how he came to form this 
opinion and a more distinct indication of his purposes. 
The Littie book of Hesael Gerritsz. afterwards assumed 
a new garb. It had evidently attracted public attention, 
especially that part of it relating to Hudson's last 
discovery. It was eolai^ed and translated into Latin, 
and with still farther enlai^ments and cotrections 
passed into a second Latin edition, under the super- 
vision of Qerritsz. himself, besides being translated into 
Qerman, and published in other countries. In the form 

>) Smith's book vna published in London, 160S, in ainkU 4to, and 
tMan the following title, "A true relation of sach oooureDOeB and 
BCoidentB of noate a< hath Iiapned in Virginia, since the Snt planting 
of that CoUonj" etc. His map of Tiiginia, eontaiuing bia diicoTeriee 
in the Cheeapeake, appeared fitet in this volume. 
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which it flDaUy assumed we have ftirther evidence, 
that the facts in regard to Hudson's voyage for the 
East India Company came from Planclus himself; but 
for these bibliographical details we refer the reader 
to the appendix '). The account as Anally corrected 
says Hudson was of opinion that the route which once 
Captain Qeorge Weymouth had taken would lead to 
the Western sea spoken of by the Englishman. Now 
Weymouth had made two voyages to America, one in 
1602, and the other in 1605, in one, if not both, of 
which he had been at the entrance of Hudson's Straits 
and in the latter had been on the coast of America as 
fhr South as latitude 41" 30' North. There were 
therefore two important points which he had touched 
but left undecided, and which no other voyagers had 
explored, where possibly the opening to the sea, spoken 
of by Smith, might be reached, one through Hudson's 
Straits, and the other in about latitude forty. Qosnold, 
who was on the coast of America in 1602, had, like 
Weymouth, gone South, only to about 41o 30' ; and die 
navigators to the Southern Colony of Virginia had, on 
the ottier hand, not sailed farther North than latitude 
thirty-eight or thereabouts, leaving two hundred miles 
of the intermediate coast unexplored. Therefore it was 
that Hudson fixed upon the fortieth degree as one 
' point of exploration, and afterwards, in carrying his 
purpose into effect, sailed down as far as the Chesapeake, 
and from thence be^n his examination Northwardly 
and so fell into the Hudson river. The reason, too, why 
he presented the two propositions to his crew is made 
manifest It was evidently immi^rial to him to which 

■) Sm Appeidix Note C. 
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of Hie two points they sailed in the first instance, as, 
in case of failure in one direction, they could proceed 
to the other without much loss of time; while 
apparently it showed confidence in the <»>ew on bis 
part, and calmed the dissatisfaction which they had 
manifested, by leaving the route to them. 

Plancius appears to have put Hudson in possession 
of what Weymouth had done, having obtaiaed the 
journals of both of the voyages of the latter and 
delivered them to Hudson at Am request. It is in this 
fact, of «e«Un^ the use of the journals of Weymouth 
when he was on the point of leaving on his voyage, 
that the purposes of Hudson are clearly signified, when 
taken in connection with what be actually did do. 
The whole of that part of the Amsterdam tract relating 
to Hudson's discoveries may now be introduced to 
the reader, who will find also in the portion of it not 
immediately relevant to our subject matter of interest 
in regard to the navigator. It is trom the Latin edition 
of 1613, and is as follows >): 
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"DeaeripHon and geograplucal delineation of the diacwery 
of the tlrait or paaeage to China and Japan, above the 
land of America". 

"The very fortunate voyages of tbe Englisfa, and the 
great success which has attended them, have added 
more and more stimulus to that people to undertake 
new projects of discovery ; and although they have been 
most laboriously engaged in the East, along the shores 
of Muscovy, Kova Zembla and Greenland, they have, 
nevertheless, employed themselves in tbe West (Virginia 
being now occupied and settled by their colonies), In 
order to discover a passage between Greenland and 
New-France. Having entered a passage towards the 
North obstructed by snow and ice, they attained the 
latitude of seventy or eighty degrees. This strait was 
named after the first discoverer John Davis. The last 
one who attempted the same route was Captain Geoi^ 
Weymouth, who In the year 1602, sailed in it fifty 
leagues, when like others before him he was compelled 
by tbe great quantity of ice to return home. But not 
disheartened, he sailed a second time, and endeavored 
in latitude sixty-one to penetrate the bay, which the 
English call Lumles Inlet, where, after he had gone a 
hundred leagues West, he turned to the South and 
finding no passage by reason of the closing of the land, 
was compelled in conaequeoce of the imbecility of his 
crew and other causes to return. He, nevertheless, ex- 
plored two other bays, between that land and what 
they call Baccalaos, having the greatest extent of water, 
like as of a sea, and the greatest rise and fall of the 
tide. Although this voyage did not at that time answer 
expectations, yet the journals of George Weymouth 
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whidi fell into the baoda of Bomlne P. Plandiu, a moat 
curious investigator of new matters useful to our country 
and nautical science, were of the greatest service to 
H. Hudson, in his exploration of ttiis famous strait, for 
in IA< year 1609, what he uxu negoiiaiinff with the Direc- 
tors of the India Company aboui ec^doring a passage to 
China and Cathy tUtove Nova Zerabla, he begged these 
journals from D. P. Plandus; and from them he Inferred 
that the route of Geot^e Weymouth, ttirougb the straits 
above Vit^nia would lead to the ocean which bounds 
that country. Hence the opinion prevailed that by that 
way there was a passage open to the Indies, though it 
was fallacious, as Domine P. Planciua assured him upon 
the relation of a person who had explored the Western 
part of that Bame country and declared that it was a 
continuous land. Hudson, notioitkstanding this, finding his 
course to the East and Nova Zembla blocked by ice 
and anew, sailed Westwardly, in order that he might 
see if there were any hope remaining, not in a direct 
course, as is said, in order that he might get some 
profit for our country and the Durectors. Exchanging 
his merchandize in Mew France for skins, he returned 
safely to England, where he was accused of having 
undertaken the voyage to the detriment of hla own 
country. He again embarked with no less determination 
to explore the Western route, and arriving in Davis' 
Stralta in the year 1610, in latitude aixty-one, entered 
the passage of Geoi^ Weymouth, explored all the 
coasts delineated in Uie accompanying map, as far as 
latitude sixty three, and then steered Southerly to 
latitude fifty four, where he wintered. Leaving here he 
coasted along the Western ahore as for as latitude sixty, 
sailing in a straight course four hundred leagues, where 
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Ite di80«7ered a large open sea with heavy waves fh>m 
the North-weat From theae circumstances Hudson had 
no little encouragement of effecting the passage; nor 
was the consent of his ship's officers wanting, though 
the unwilliugoeas and badfeeling of his crew presented 
objectionis, arising &om the want of provisions, of which 
only an eight month's supply had been provided, while 
nothing fit to eat had fallen into their hands, during 
the whole voyage, except that an Indian, armed with 
a Mexican or Japan dagger, brought them one animal. 
Hudson conJecUired from this that the man had come 
tnm a great distance, from the Mexicans whose arms 
and articles of traffic he had seen. The malevolence of 
the crew at length prevailed and they exposed Hudsoa 
and the other officers in a boat on the sea, and them- 
selves sought their own country, where, when they 
arrived, they were Uirown into prison and there detai- 
ned for their foul crime, until Hudson, their Captain, 
should be restored safe, by khoae persons to whom that 
matter was entrusted last year, 161j}, by order of the 
Prince of Wales of pious memory and the Directors of 
the Bussian navigation. Hitherto nothing bas been heard 
of their return ; hence some hope exists that they have 
passed through those Straits, and therefore we can know 
nothing certain concerning our abandoned ones, until 
they shall have returned to England, either by way of 
the £ast Indies, or after having transacted their busi- 
ness with the Chinese and Ji^ianese, by the same way; 
for which happy and auspioioas event we fervently pray. 
Nor Is that zeal subbed among our citizens of 
Amsterdam, who some months ago despatched a ship 
with the view of searching for the passage or Straits 
of Hudson, and of ascertaining whether there was any 
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place for commerce in thoBe countries, and, if the result 
should not be fovorsble, of tradingr upon the ooaat of 
New-Prance". 

The material part of this account as regards the plans 
of Hudson is that portlwi of it which may be called 
the inducemeot to the discovery of the new passage, 
namely, hta previous attempt in the »ame direction. The 
object of the writer is to show when and how the idea 
originated with Hudson. The time is stated to have 
been when he was on his visit to Holland and the way 
he came to conceive it was by examining the journals 
of Weymouth; but what concema the point relative to 
Hudson's credit as a discoverer is, in the first place, 
the remu-k to wliich we have already alluded, that he 
anted to kave the journals of W^moutk from Pianoius. 
What was his motive in this demand? In the absence 
of any thing positive to guide us we might suggest half 
a dozen reasons; but, with the knowledge that he had 
Smith's map, and that when be came to sail and meet 
with obstacles in the North he had two routes matured 
in his mind which could have been oaly the result of 
Weymouth's previous explorations, there is only one 
reply, that it was for the purpose of making use of 
them on his pending voyage. In the second place, 
moreover and more directly to the point, Plancius, for 
it is he who speaks, does not leave us to infer his 
meaning in tliis regard. When he mentions that Hudson 
was going upon his last voyage he says, he "again 
embarked with no le»g determination to explore the West- 
ern route," ttian he had done on the previous voyage. 
He thus avers distinctly, though not directly, that Hod-, 
aon had such determination when he started upon the 
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expedition for the East India Oompony. In this remark, 
PlanofUB) whether wittingly or unwittiD^^y, performed 
an act of true friendship for the navigator, as it re- 
lieves Hudson from the chai;ge of being a mere rover, 
without any intelligent or definite purpose; and in giving 
the journals of Weymouth to Hudson, he evidently 
understood that they were to be employed on the voyage. 

The indebtedness of Hudson to Weymouth appears to 
have been understood by some of the old navigators, 
as we find CapL Luke Foxe alluding to it in his North 
West Pox '), where he says of Weymouth and his voyage 
in 1602; "Hee neither discovered nor named any thing 
more than Davis, nor had any sight of Qroenland, nor 
was not BO fiure North; nor can I conceive hee hath 
added anything more to this designe; yet these two, 
Davis and he did, I conceive, light Hudson into his 
straights". An account of Weymouth's first voyage 
was not published until seventeen years after the visit 
of Hudson to Holland, when it appeared in Purcbas. 
It is therefore to the zeal and activity of Plancius that 
we may ascribe the direction of Hudson's mind on this 
occasion, though they diflfered in opinion upon tiie sub- 
ject., But in this, as in all the acts of his life known to 
us, Hudson evinced that reliance upon his own judgment 
which crowned his efforts with measurable succes& 

With this exposition of the causes and motives which 
led him to the discovery of the Hudson River we leave 
this resolute seaman. It is no part of our purpose to 
follow him on the voyage, the details of which will be 
found well told in the pages of O'Callaghan and Brod- 
head. We have, however, given Van Meteren's brief 

■> London, 16U. 
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account in the appendix in illustration of some points 
in our enquiry. But the events, which happened in 
our early history, after the voyage of Hudson, admit 
of elucidation firom materials in part only to be fbund 
here in Holland; we mean the voyages which succeed- 
ed him to New Netberland and the circumstances 
preceding and attending the settlement of the country 
under the auspices of the West India Company which 
for half a century afterwards controlled its destinies; 
and these will make the subject of a separate chapter, 
hereafter ■). 



*) Tbii chapter w«s never wriUen. Upon the 800th anniveraar; of 
Budaon'i Third Vojage however, the Linaohoten Sooietj, founded in 
1908, iaaned sa the first volDme of ita publicationa the hitherto nnpnb- 
liihed Jonmal of Jau Comelisi. Haf concerning hia vojage to the 
American cout, in 1611 — 1613, edited b; Dr. 8. Unller Fi., whose 
OmMctlmt en Je Nooritelie Comjpagme, appeared in 1ST4. 
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A WORD FOB THE HALVE UAEH. 

Doubts have been thrown around the name of 
Hudson's vessel. It is a point of inferior importance, it 
is true, how the little yacht which first sidled up the 
River of the Mountains was called; yet the name of the 
ship, as well as the commander, has, in all great enter- 
prises, been considered a le^timate part of the story 
from the time the Ai^ conveyed Jason in search of 
the Qolden Fleece until the Niagara and Agamemnon 
struggled in friendly contest to bind together the Old 
and the New World. For the sake of literature, at least, 
we should place the name of our yacht beyond the 
cavils of any further doubters. Hr. Lambrechtsen ■) first 
noticed the fact tliat the vessel Is called the Good Hope 
in the Register of the Resolutions of the Council of 
Seventeen; but the authors of "A treatue on tlie dis- 
eoverits of Oie Dutch, &y R. G. Bennet and J. van Wyk *)," 
a priz^ essay of the Provincial Society of Utrecht, tell 
us that "Hudson was sent out with the ship Half Hoon, 
otJteneue ctUUd the Good Hope ^" It is indeed rather a 



1) p. 7 note. 

^ H. G. Benact «n J. na Wijk, FerktaMmg ocer ih IftdfrUmAei« 
onUMi^m m Amtntm, JmdrMi. A f»dii» m da FOcUmdm, eu. 
Utreoht, 18S7. 

^ p. iS. "Of hjj (Hadwa) verd met bet achip do Haiv» IUbm, nlAtn 
de Qctdt Ba^ geiHMind, nitgeiondon". The tnnaktioii of the word 
"elden" bj otherwiH is wrong. The word meaiu "eUewhere" voA the 
meuiing of it it made eleat enough bj pointing, in % note, to tba 
Notnlen of the Chunber gf XVIL 
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remarkable circumatance, that in tbe only instance in 
which the vessel is named in the Resolutions of the 
Council of Seventeen, she is called Uie Good Hope. This 
occurs in the minute, before referred to, of the action 
of that body, in September 1609, in relation to the 
inatnictiona, at the very time when the vessel was about 
entering the Hudson river. The proceedings of the 
Council on that occadon are thus entered: "The deputies 
fWim the Chamber of Amsterdam will be pleased to 
bring with them the orders and instructions which , 
were given to the yacht the Qoedt Hope, sailed to the 
Weygadts *}". In tbe mai^n is the following: "The 
deputies of the Chamber of Amsterdam have produced at 
Qie assembly of the Seventeen the contents of this point. 
A copy is given, thereupon, to the respective Chambers, 
both of the instructions and of the contract made with 
Mr. Henry Hudson, the pilot ')." This is, however, clearly 
an error in regard to the name. There were two yachts 
belonging to the Chamber of Amsterdam, at that time, 
called respectively the Half Moon and Good Hope, of 
forty lasts burthen each. The former sailed to the North 
under Hudson; the latter to the East Indies, where she 
was taken by the Spaniards on the 15th of July 1610. 
The writer of the minutes of the Council evidently 
confounded the two names, for there are two other 
records in the archives of the Company where the 
name is the subject of the entry and where the name 
of tbe Halve Haen is given as Hudson's vessel. One of 
these is a book called tbe "Sailing boob (UiUoopboe^je) 
of the ships, ttom 1603 to 1700 inclusive"; and the 
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other, the "Hefflorandum-boolc" {Memoriael) ■). In the 
former, which is the one referred to by Mr. Brodhead 
in his history of New Tork (pp. 24 and 43 votes) as the 
"Shipbook", the following entries occur, under the year 
1608, in relation to vessels which had sailed, belonging 
to the Chamber of Amsterdam *) : 



u<u. 



"Yacht Hope. 
Yacht HalTe Haen. 



Bailed to the 
North. 



1610. 15 July, taken 
by the Spaniards. 
Has returned." 



Undo* the date "1611, 2 Hay under command of Com- 
mander Laurens Keael" are the following entries in 
the same book. 



Yacht Halve Haen. 



leiMIarcb 6. Wreck- 
ed on the island 
Haoritlas. 

Not heard from." 



In tke "Hemorandum-book" corresponding entries 
occur, as follows. 



"^lips sailed in the year 1608. 

Luta burden. 



Tacht de Hope. I 
Yacht Halve Mane. 



I Scfaipper Pieter Heeres. 

I Bohlpper Heyndiik Hoitsen." 



') Thme tvo booka, with otben relating to the orowa of the tmmIs 
of the Em! India Compauj, moatlj nnoe the jear 1700, ue etill kept 
■t AmsteTdam in the mrehoose of the Old Weit India Company, for 
pnipoaet oonneoted with clumi and inheritanoea. 

The; are now all in the Anbives at the Hagae. 

*) See DoGiinient L 



Digitized byGoO^le 



60 HUntT HUDSON IH WOUAXD. 

"Ships sent under Comnuuider Laurens 
Reael, 3d. May 1611, trwa AmBterdam. 

Ship Banda. 
Yacht HalTO Ifane. 



Bchlpper Roe- 
Joff Tysen. 

Bchipper Melis 
Andriea. 



1615. 6 Handi. Lost 

at Manritinfi." 
(No entry). 



The yacht Half Moon was at the island of Sumatra from 
July 1616 till the end of that year *)> but her ultimate 
fate was never reported to the Company and is unknown. 

Hudson's vessel it will be observed is every where 
in the records called a gatM. Van Heteren calls her a 
Vlieboot, Flyboat. The discrepancy may be reconciled 
by the circumstance that these two kinds of vessels 
vesembled each other in the number of their masts, whlcdi 
were two; though in other respects they were materially 
different. The Vlieboat was a broad, flatbottomed vessel 
intended to navigate the shoals at the Vlie. It is now 
out of use; but is described as having had neither 
mizzenmast nor topmast. The yacht had no mizzenmast, 
but had a topmast and bowsprit The masts were ri^^^ 
with gaffs half way down, like a sloop, and with 
staysails. There was no boom to the mainsail, but stays 
stretched from the end of the gaff to either side of the 
hull. That the Halve Haan was a yacht and not a 
Vlieboat or Plyboat, is evident from Juet's journal*) 
where he constantly speaks of her topmast and topsail. 

>) See: Beffia m Vwtrtgemg dtr Oott-Indmke Qa^iaffKie. Vol. tL Ooat- 
Indische Vojagie, onder den Adminkl W. VerboeTen p. 1S9: 1616 LJiste 
Tui de Sohepea d« welekan in d'Xndiea op Tsnohejden plutaan wktbd 
in de Maent tod Lnlio 1616 tot dieo ejnde des aelien Ihh, 

Nme lunby. 
Bttrget Booth. 
Ende de hftlTe Maene. 

') Reprinted in Aaher*! ffudtim tie Navigahr, pp. 15—98. 
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THE ACOOUHT OF HUDeON's TOTAOB BT THE DUTCH 
BJSTOBUK, nUNUXL TAN HETEBEN ■}. 

The Q.rtit account which appeared in print of Hudson's 
voyage for die East India Company was In 1611, in a 
BupplemeDtary volume of Emanuel Van If eteren's history 
of the Netherlands. Van Meteren was born at Antwerp 
in 1535, but was taken at fifteen years of age to Lon- 
don by his father to be brought up in mercantile pur- 
suits. He was a relative of the celebrated geographer 
Orteliua, with whom he travelled over Engbrnd and 
Ireland, and at whose suggestion be undertook the task 
of WFiting a history of the Netherlands. He continued 
to reside at London till his death on the 18th of April 
1612, only four months after the completion and public- 
ation of his work. He was Consul of the Netheriands 
at London for the last thirty years of his life. His posi- 
tion, therefore, gave him especial oppcniunlties to write 
correctly upon a voyage which in some measure was 
connected both with ElngUuid and the Netherlands. The 
first part of his liistory was published surreptitiously 
in Latin and German in 1595 in Germany, whither he 
had sent it for the purpoee of having some engravings 
for it prepared. He first published it himself In Holland, 
in Dutch, in 1509. Anotter edition with a continuation 
appeared in 1608; and the third in 1611, in 4to: which 
he declares on the title contains his last correctioni 

>) Sm tlM Bibliogr^thj. p. 79—80. 
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and which, as we have said, was. in tact tiie last edition 
during hia life time. It has, howevfflr, been often reprinted 
since, and has been translated into French and German 
and printed in tiiose languages. It is considered a 
standard authority especially, for his own time. 

His account of Hudson's discovery of the great river 
appeared in his last edition, and within two years after 
the event He wrote it in England and evidently with 
the journal before him of some person who had accom- 
panied the expedition, for he mentions the particular 
days of the arrival of the vessel at different points, 
corresponding exactly with those given by Juet in his 
journal, whi(^ was not then yet published. It is not 
probable that it was one kept by any of the sailors, 
for some of the information which the author gives 
would not have been wiUiin the knowledge of the crew. 
Nor was it Hudson's, which, it may be reasonably 
inferred, was sent by him directly to his employers at 
the time when he was prohibited by the English 
government fh>m returning to Holland to make a report 
of his voyage, inasmuch as we find it afterwards in 
De Laet'8 possession: and especially as he had stipula- 
ted in the contract to deliver It up to them. The jour- 
nal, therefore, wliich Van Meteren used was probably 
that of the mate, who, as he alone informs us, was a 
Netherlander, and who, by reason of the ofBcial posi- 
tion of the historian in London, would be thrown in 
communication with liim. This supposition is however 
more strongly founded upon the circumstance that the 
informant of Van Ueteren was acquainted with the 
private views of Hudson, at various times during the 
voyage, and afterwards, — a knowledge not likely to 
have been possessed by any person except an ofScer 
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of the Teasel; and upon the feet that we are fUroished 
in this account with the opinion of the mate in favor 
of winterii^ in Newfoundland, instead of proceeding 
home, and with the particular manner in which th^ 
proposed to continue the voyage. 

Of the relation given by Van Metwen, it will be obser- 
ved that it is very particular upon those points upon 
which both the journal of Juet and the account of 
De Laet are entirely silent, namely, the plans and pur- 
poses of Hudson during the voyage. It is well known 
to our historians and is quoted by them. The original 
Dutch edition of 1611 of his history, in which the 
account first appeared, is entitled : "Belgische ofte Neder- 
lantsche Oorlogen ende Geschiedeoissen beginnende van 
't jaer 1595 tot 1611, mede vervatende enighe gebueren 
fafuidelinghe. Beschreven door Emanuel Van Meteren. 
BiJ hem Toor de leste reyse overaien, verbetert ende ver- 
meerdert na die copie gedruckt op Schotlant buyteu 
Danswyck by Hermes van Loven. Voor den Autheur 
Anno 1611." 4to., black letter, folios 360, and table of 
contents. It recconmences with the eighteenth book of 
the history, at the year 1595, where Ihe first volume 
ended, and concludes with the thirtieth in the year 1610. 
It does not appear on the title where it was printed; 
but it is there stated to have been printed according 
to the copy printed at Scotiand, outside Dantzick, — a 
nam de guerre. The place of publication was intentionally 
concealed. Van Meteren had given offence by his pre- 
vious volume to some distinguished persons, and be 
himself in consequence had actually been brought before 
the States Gteneral, upon their complaint of his injustice 
towards them ; and at the same time the copies remain- 
ing in the printer's hands were ordered to be seized. 
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The second volume waSt aa a oontomporaneoUB history, 
not likely to be more acceptable to some parties thai 
still living than the former. He wrote, in fact, under a 
strong Protestant bias. This edition is said to have been 
printed at Dordrecht (Mr. S. de Wind's *BibUotketk der 
Nederiandache Qttdiiedtehrijvert" , p. 268 '). 

The relation of Hudson's voyage given by this writer 
has been reprinted in Dutch and translated into Ute 
French and English languages. It forms th&t put of the 
publicadons of Joost Hartgera, in 1650, ajxd of Saegh- 
man, in 1663, which describes the voyage of 1609. 
From this reprint it appears to have been translated 
into French, and published in the first .volume of the 
"Recueil des Voyage* qui <mi aervi A I'Habiuatmeid H ana 
progria de la Compeynie dea Indea Orientalea He." 12mo. 
Amsterdam 1702. Ite publication in English was made 
in 'A eclUetion of Voyagea, underU^cm for the improve- 
ment of trade and navigation Oc.," 8vo. London 1708 *X 
This last mentioned volume is not only uncommon, but 
the translation ^peara to have been rendered tnm the 
French copy, and is not altogether correct. As one of 
the proofs in our investigation, we append a new one 
ftom the original and only Dutch edition of flie author. 
The account occurs in the thirtieth book, folio 327, of 
the edition of 1611, and to as follows^: 

"We have said in the preceding book that the 
Directors of the East India Company tn Holland had 
sent, in the month of March last past, in order to seek 



t) See also Robert Fruin, Dt kiderim wm Bmamul Ma Urtertu, in 
rtr^prtitU gackriJUn. Vol Vir., p. S83 ff. 
*) See the Bibliognph;, p. 80. 
^ For the ori^at see Docament K. 
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A passage to China by the Korth-West or North-East, 
a brave English pilot named Henry Hudson, with a 
Vlie-boat, and about eighteen or twenty men, part 
English and part Dutch, well provided '). This Henry 
Hudson sailed from Texel on the 6th of April 1609, and 
doubled the Cap© of Norway on the 6th of May; he 
laid his course towards Nova Zembla, along the Northern 
coast, but found the sea as full of ice there, as he had 
found it the preceding year, so that he was compelled 
to abandon aJl hope for that year; where-upon, owing 
to thecold which some who had been in the East Indies 
could not support, the English and Dutch fell into dis- 
putes among themselves. Whereupon the Master, Hudson, 
gave them their choice between two things, the first 
was, to go to the coast of America in tbe fortieth 
degree of latitude, mostly incited to this by letters and 
maps wich a certain Captain Smith had sent him fh)m 
Virginia and on which he showed him a sea wherein 
he might circumnavigate their Southern Colony from 
the North, and tnm thence pass into a Western sea. 
If this had been true, (which experience up to the 
present time has shown to tiie contrary), it would have 
been very advantageous and a short route to sail to 
the Indies. The other proposition was, to search for the 
passage by Davis' Straits, to which at last they generally 
agreed; and on the fourteenth they set sail and, with 
favorable winds, arrived the last of May at the isle of 
Faro, where they stopped only twenty-four hours to 
take in ftesh water. Leaving there they reached, on 
the eighteenth of July, the coast of new France in 



') Then u nothing to be fonnd on th« labject in the praiwdii^boak 
or elMwbere in the hirtor?. 
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latitude forty-four, where they were obliged to make a 
stay to replace their fore-matt which they had lost, and 
where they obtained and rl^ed one. They found this 
a good place for catching codfish, aod also for carrying 
on a trafSc for good Bkins and furs which they could 
obtain for mere trifles; but the sailors behaved very 
badly towards the people of the country, taking things 
by force, which was the cause of a strife between them. 
The English, thinking they would be overpowered and 
worsted, were afhud to enter father into the country; 
80 they sailed from there on the twenty-sixth of July 
and continued at sea until the third of August, when 
they approached the land in latitude forty-two. From 
thence they sailed again untU the twelfth of August 
when they again approached the land at latitude thirty- 
seven and three quarters, and kept their course thence 
along it until they reached the latitude of forty degrees 
and three quarters, where they found a good entrance 
between two headlands. Here they entered on the twelfth 
ot September and discovered as beautiful a river as 
could be found, very large and deep, with good anchor- 
age on both shores. They ascended it with their large 
vessel as high as latitude forty-two degrees and forty 
minutes, and went still higher on with the ship's boat 
At the entrance of the river they had found the natives 
brave and warlike; but inside, and up to the highest 
point of the river, they found them Mendly and civil, 
having an abundance of skins and furs, such as marters 
and foxes, and many other commodities, birds, ft'uita 
and even white and blue grapes. They treated these 
people very civilly and brought away a little of what 
ever they found among them. After they had gone 
about fifty leagues up the river they returned on the 
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foartb of October and again put to sea. More could 
have been accomplished there if there had been a good 
feeling among the sailors and had not the want of 
proTiaions prevented them. 

At sea there was a consultation held at which there 
was a diversity of opinion. The mate, who was a Dutch- 
man, thought that they ought to go and winter in New- 
foundland, and seek for the Northwest passage through 
Davis' Straits. The master, Hudson, was opposed to this; 
?ie feared hie crew would mutiny, because at times they 
had boldly menaced him, and also because they would 
be entirely overcome by the cold of winter and be, 
after all, obliged to return with many of the crew 
weak and sickly. No one, however spoke of returning 
home to Hollaad, whU^ gave cause of further euspidon 
to the master. Consequently he proposed that they 
should go and winter in Ireland, to which they all 
agreed, and at length arrived, November 7th., at Dart- 
mouth in England. From this place they sent an account 
of their voyage to their masters in Holland, proposing 
to go in search of a passage to the North West if they 
were furnished with fifteen hundred guilders in money 
to buy provisions, in addition to their wages and what 
they had in the ship. He wished to have some six or 
seven of his crew changed, making the number up to 
twenty men eto., and to sail fix>m Dartmouth about 
the first of March in order to be at the North West by 
the end of that month and there pass the month of 
April and half of May in killing whales and other 
animals in the neighborgood of the isle of Panar; from 
there to go towards the North West and remain there 
till the middle of September, and afterwards to returui 
by the North East of Scotland, again to Holland. Thus 
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was tbe voyage finished ; but before &e DirectOTs cwold 
be informed of their arrival in England a long time 
elapsed by reason of contrary winds, when at last they 
sent orders for the ship and crew to return at once to 
Holland. And when this was about to be done, the 
Master, Henry Hudson, was ordered by the authorities 
there not to depart, but remain and do service for his 
own country, which was also required of the other 
En^ishmen in the ship. Many however, thought It very 
9trange that Hu Matters, who bad been sent out for the 
common benefit of all kinds of navigation, should not 
be permitted to return in order to render an account 
and m^e a repeat of their doings and affairs to their 
employers. This took place in January 1610. It was 
supposed that the English wished to send the same 
persons with some vessels to Virginia to explore fUrther 
the before mentioned river." 
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THE HUD80K TRACT OF 1612. ■) 

This tract first appeared in Dutch with the title of: 
"BeacAri/vinghe thm der 8amot/eden latidt in Tartarien. 
Nimi^cka onder 'tgfiebiedt der MoaeovUen g^traeht. Wt de 
Ruasiache tale overgheset, Anno 1609. Met een verhad van 
de opaoeckinffh ende ontdecktnge van de nieutoe deurgang 
ofle straet int Noordtoeaten na de Rycken van China ende 
Cathag. Eruie een Memorial, gepreaenteert aan den Contngk 
van Spaengien, helanghende de orUdeddnge ende gheleghent- 
heyt van 't Land ghenaemd Auatralia Incognita, t' Am- 
aterdam by Heaad Gerritaz. Boeckvereooper, opt Water, inde 
Paacaert, Anno 1612" '). It is a small 4to. of forty 
pages, contoiajng three maps, one of the world, repi'eseDt- 
ing the different discoveries mentioned in the book ; one, 
a nautical chart of Hudson's straits and the adjoining 
shores of Davis' Straits, and the third a chart of the 
Northeastern coasts of Russia and country of the Samoieds, 
as delineated and described by Isaac Massa. Upon each 
of the last named two mapa there are printed two pages 

') Thongb the bibliographj of the Tsrioiu editioiu tt the end of thu 
Tolume reDden the re-prlDtiug of this pkrt almoat Hapeifluooa I haTe 
deemed it beet to do bo on aooonnt of some sn^citiona of Morphj'B 
respecting ite anthorahip. 

■) "Ueacription of the eonntiy of the SunoMcdi in Tutuj, luel; 
bronght nnder the dominiiHi of the Unsooritee. Tranilated front the 
BnMiu in the jear 160U. Together with an acoonnt of the search and 
discorerj of the new passage or strait, in the Northwest, to the king- 
doms of China and Cathaj. Also a memorial presented. to the King of 
Spain, conoemiDg the disoorarj and aitoation of the oonntry called 
Anitialia Inoognita. Amateidam. Hesael Qerritai. Boriuelln etc." 
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of descriptioa; and upon that of HudBon's atraits ia the 
account which we have referred to in the text. The 
contents of the book consist, in addition to what appears 
upon these maps, of a preface of ais pages, giving a 
brief history of Northern discovery, signed HesaelGerritsz. 
of Asaum; accounts of Siberia and Muscovy, twenty-two 
pages; and the niemorial of De Quir to the King of 
Spain relative to the great Southern continent, nine 
pages. The entire relation of Hudson's discoveries, as 
given on the map, is brief and reads as follows ■): 

"Account of the voyage and neio- found strait of Mr. 
Hudson. 

"Mr. Hudson, who has several times sought a passage 
Westward, had the idea of seeking an outlet sea through 
Lumley's Inlet in Davis' Straits, as we have seen in his 
maps in Mr. Plancius' possession, and to run into the 
South Sea, West of New England, where an Englishman, 
as he had marked out, had passed through. After much 
trouble he found the way which is designated upon this 
chart, which he would have followed out, had the com- 
mon sailors not been unwilling; for as he had already 
been absent ten montlis, and victualed for only eight 
months, and had during the whole tinie seen only one 
man (who brought them a large animal which they ate, 
but who because he was ill-used did not come near 
them again) the common sailors, therefore, when they 
had come up again from latitude llftytwo, where they 
had wintered, to latitude sixty-three along the West side 
of the Bay into which they had sailed, and where they 
perceived an open sea and great waves from the North- 
west, mutinied against their masters who wished to go 



■) Sm Docoment H. 
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further, put all the officers out of the ship into a boat 
or stoop, and sailed themselves with the ship to Eng- 
land. For this, when they came home, they were all 
thrown into prison; and this summer some ships have 
been sent out by order of the King and the Prince of 
Wales to search fhrther for the passage, and for Mr. Hud- 
son and his companions; which ships have orders, two 
of them, to pass through the passt^ when it shall be 
found, and one of them to return home with the news, 
which we are expecting". 

In addition to this account of Hudson's discoveries on 
the back of the chart ■) there is about half a page of the 
preface devoted to them *), in which it is distinctly aver- 
red that the Directors of the East India Company were 
induced to send out the expedition under Hudson in 
consequence of the recent attempts of the English to 
discover a route by the North. This must refer to Hud- 
son's first two voyages for the English Company. The 
disjointed parts relating to Hudson in this tract, in con- 
nection with the fact that his name does not appear 
upon the title page, indicate that the map and memo- 
randum accompanying it were contributed after the rest 
of the worlt was prepared for the press. The same 
observation is applicable to the map of Russiai which has 
a similar memorandum endorsed in regard to the travels 
of Isaac Hassa. Both these endorsements are omitted 



I) "We beg to remiod the rB4der thit the HeMel-tienitst. notea on 
the back of Hisu's map Dontain b; do meuu unimportant mattei 
and that those on Hndson'i map snpplj a* with almoat the 011I7 aonroe 
whenoa Mnrpb; reoonatrnoted Hndaou'a plan of hia third vojage in a 
moat iDgeoioQa manner — a reconatrnotion which places the fame of the 
renowned traveller on a finner basia than ever before. 8. Unller Pn., 
IwtroA^uM to the /aaimile nfrM (/ Of Diltdio Aeti. 1878. p. XIX. 

*) 8«e Doonment L. 



Digitized byGoO^le 



72 HINBT HUDSON IN HOLLAND. 

from ttie maps in the other editions; but the contents 
of them are enlarged and made regularly a part of the 
text of the work. The chart of Hudson's Bay was evidently 
drawn in England '), as the names are in the English 
language and it is embellished with the royal arms. 

The second edition of this tract was published at 
Amsterdam in Latin, in the same year as the Dutch 
edition and is entitled : "Descriptio ac dditieatio Geograph- 
tea DtietHonia Freti sive, TrcauUus ad Oceatum, ntpra 
terras Americanos, in GMnam atq; Japonem dueiuri, recena 
investigati db M. Henrico Hudeono Anglo. Item, Narratio 
Ser."^" Regi Hispaniae facta, super tractu, in quinta Orbis 
lerrarwn parte, cut Amtraliae Ineognitae nomen eat, recent 
detecto, per Capitaneum Petrum Ferdinandez de Qair. Un& 
cum deacripiione terrae Samoiedarum et Tingoeatorum, in 
Tartaria ad Ortum FrtH Waygats aitae, nuperq; Imperio 
Moacovitarum subactae. Austsbodahi Ex Offidna Heaael^ 
Qerardi. Anno 1612". Small 4to ; forty-six pages, 3 maps, 
the same as in the Dutch edition. There is also a plate 
of a Samoied on a sledge, drawn by reindeer, with idols 
on an eminence in the distance. On the back of the title 
is a ship under full sail and some verses underneath. 

The title, it will be seen, is changed and now com- 
mences by stating the work to be an account of Hud- 
son's discoveries, which makes the first article in the 
book. Hence it is called the Hudson tract, although what 



') Ashet, p. XLV. — "Ainsi qne M. A^er I'a jastement obaerfS, il 
It'; a pu de doate qae la oarte des Tojagea de HndsoD, qui fat dtesB6e 
par le o^librc vojageur et probablemeat eQToy£e d'Angletene an savant 
matlijmatioien Fetms Planoini, n'ait 6ti gravie par Hesael Gerritai. 
Sa profBasion do oartographe, le style de U gramre, et lea noma hol- 
landais qn'on trouTe dans la carte le pronveDt saffisamment". Tiele, 
Mimom, p. 186. 
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relates to Hudsou forms only a small portion of its con- 
teots. This editioD of the Hudson article was used in 
the reprint in De Bry (Petk$ Voyages, Part X. 16ia), in 
the Antudium Mercurio etc. (Cologne, 1616) and in the 
German translation of Hulsius (Part XII. 1614). It is 
marred by several errors but is of value as a phase in 
the process of correction so far as regards Hudson's 
voyages. The portion of it relating to the voyage for 
the East India Company we give at length, in illusou* 
tion of such correction and the amplification which it 
underwent tnm the first edition in Dutch to that of 
1613, printed in our text ■) : „It (the Northwest passage) 
was attempted in 1602 by Captain Geoi^ Wimeood, who 
having sailed up and down Davis' Straits for nearly 
fifty leagues, and having been compelled to return on 
account of the ice, endeavored to find the desired pas- 
sage through the bay which the English call Lumles 
Inlet, in latitude sixty-one; but after having proceeded 
an hundred leagues towards BypafHcum, be retraced 
his course, both because the crew were worn out by 
the daily toil of the voyage and because he determined 
to explore two other bays between Lumles Inlet and the 
Baccalaoe, where he had seen a large river emptying 
itself, as is evident f^m his journal: which Hr. Peter 
Plancius, a most curious investigator of such novelties, 
delivered to Hr. Henry Hudson, an Englishman, who was 
then in Amsterdam, to wit in the year 1609, and about 
to sail on a voyage, having been engaged by the Direc- 
tors of the East India Company to search for a passage 
above Mova Zembla. When he found he could accom- 
plish nothing in the East, he turned his course straight 

>) Sm p. AS— 61. 
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to the West, in order to try the passage sought by 
Captain Winwood and described by him as terminating 
after passing through a strait of an hundred leagues, 
more or less, in a large sea, which sea our Hudson 
hoped to find, though Flancius showed the contrary, on 
the strength of a narrative of a person who had navi- 
gated the Western shore of the sea. Hudson not having 
accomplished anything worthy of note in this voyage 
was sent out again the following year, 1610, by his own 
countrymen, and following the route tracked out for 
him in part by George Winwood, entered at length 
after much trouble this strait and proceeded to latitude 
60 and 61, where ho wintered etc. ')". It will be noted 
that Weymouth is here called Winwood ; that Hudson's 
course is declared to have been a straight one, and that 
only one voyage of Weymouth is mentioned. All these 
pointa were changed in the edition of 1613. But the omis- 
sions are still more remarkable, and by referring to the 
translation from that edition in the text it will be seen 
what they are, namely : 1. that Weymouth made a second 
voyage (16(^); 2. that Hudson begged from Flancius the 
journals of Weymouth; 3. that he went upon the coast 
of New France not to explore but for the purpose of 
making a profit for the Company, by the exchange of 
merchandize for furs; and 4. that he left on his last 
voyage no leas determined to explore the Western route 
than before, which, as we have said, is an indication of 
his design when he sailed on the voyage of 1609 to 
explore the American coast. 

The third and last edition published by Gerritsz. was 
also in Latin and bears date 1613. The title is again 



') See Doonment O. 
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slightly altered, in iKagaa^e, from the preceding edition, 
but not in substance, as follows; "Descrlptio ae ddineata 
Oeographica Deteetionis Freii rive, TrantUuB at Oeeasum. 
supra terras Americanaa, in Ckinam atg; Japonem duchtri 
recena invesiigoH ab M. Henrico Hudaono Anglo. Item, 
Ecaegeais Regi Hiapaniae facta super tractu reeens detecto 
in gttinta orbis parte, cui nomen AustraHs Incognita. Own 
deseriptione terrarttm Samoiedarum & Jingoesiorum in 
Tartaria, ad ortum freti Waygarts sitartim, nuperq; sctptro 
Mo8COt:>itarum adsatarum. Ahsterodaui ex offiana Hes- 
sel^ Oerardi. Anno 1613"; Small 4to, forty-four pages. 
Besides the maps and plates f n the first Latin edition 
and some additional names on the plate of the map of 
Tartary, there is a fourth map, of the Arctic regions, 
and a supplemental leaf with a plate of a whale. An 
important circumstance relating to this impression is 
that it is entirely re-written. The article upon the dis- 
coveries of Hudson is corrected in the particulars which 
we have mentioned and is also mu(Ji enlarged. The 
account of the Samoieds is an original one of Isaac 
Massa of Haerlem by whom it is signed. Massa had been 
in Russia and wrote a full account of that country, still 
existing in manuscript in the Royal Library at the 
Hague'), and professing to give the history of that coun- 
try down to the year 1608. We have already referred 
to him in our notice of Le Haire. He was afterwards 
repeatedly sent to Moscow as a diplomatic agent of the 



■) Thia nuuiiucript bu lince bMn edited under the title: Sitloire 
dm guerrt* Se la UoteovU (1601—1610) par Isaac Hum de Huilem. 
Pablij pour la premise foia, d'apria le ma. hollandaia original de 
1016, aveo d'antres opoacnlea anr la Knaaie, et dei annotationa par 
H. le prince Hichel Obolenakj et H. le Dr. A. van der Linde. 
Bruelles, 1866. S Tola. 
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States General. Hamel ■)> (p- 3&&)> says that he "coDtri- 
buted essentially to the extension of the trade of the 
Dutch with Russia". This edition closes wiOi an additional 
article not found in the other editions, of six pages, 
devoted to the voyage of Jan Cornelisz. (Uay) in 1611. 

Bessel Gerritsz., the publi^er of these three editions, 
came, as he describes himself, fh)m Assum, which is a 
little hamlet in North Holland. He was, like Hondius, 
a map engraver. 

By comparing the different editions of this little book, 
the account, as regards the purposes of Hudson, must 
have been, ultimately, the work of some person cogni- 
zant of the facts related. As it was published in the 
very city in which the transaction occurred, in relation 
to which we produce it, and within three or four years 
of the event, the conclusion appears irresistible that 
corrections would not have been made of a statement 
merely introductory, as this is, to the main object of 
the narrative, unless the facts were within the know- 
ledge of the party, and deemed important by him,- and 
these circumstances point almost conclusively to Plan- 
cius himself as the informant; but whatever doubt there 
might otherwise be upon this subject, it is all removed 
when these amendments are taken in connection with 
the statement of Gerritsz. in the Dutch edition, that he 
had seen in the possession of Plancius a map with Hud- 
son's plan of exploration, marked out by himself, thus 
showing a direct communication between the author 
and the cosmc^rapher, and the source of the author's 
information upon the subject of the voyage made for 
the East India Company. 



■) TradoeoMit dw Aeltere, 161S, in KoBsluid. 1U7. 
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A. VAN MBTEBEM'B HISTOET of the dutch WAB8. 



The first printed record of Hudson's third voyage, 
was published in 1611, and is to be found in the second 
volume of Van Heteren's History, of which Uie title runs: 

Belpsche Ofte Nederlantache Oorlogen ende Gheschie- 
denissen, Beginnende van 't laer 1595 tot 1611. mede 
vervatende enlghe haerder gebueren handelinghe. Be- 
schreven door Emanuel van Ueteren. By hem voor de 
leate reyse overaie verbetert ede vermeerdert oa die 
Copie Gedruckt op Schotlant buyten Danswyck, by 
Hermes van Loven. voor den Autbeur Anno 1611. 4to. 

This volame has 2 preliminary leaves, 360 numb, 
leaves (books 18—80), an Index of 8 leaves, all in 
2 eol. black letter. 4to. 

The passage relating to Hudson on Fol. 327 recto 
(2)— S28 recto (1). 

Asher, pp. xxiv — xxix, who did not know this edition, iiutaius that 
the puaage relitiiig to Hudson wu not printed before 1614, and that 
therefore Van Meteren, who died in IfllS, did not himself see it in print. 

Be reprinted it, with an English translation, after the edition of lOli, 
on pp. 147—168. For the ori^nal text see Document K, for Hnrphj's 
translation pp. 04 — fl8. 

It has been reprinted in the following ooUectdons of Vojsges: 

Begin en Voortgang. (1646). VoL I. pp. H~6G. 

Ooct-Indisohe Vojagien, door dien Begin en Voortgangh. Amst, 
J. Hartgen, 1648. pp. 40, 41. 

Versobejde Oost-Indisohe Vojagien, Amit., G. J. Saeghman, (1663). 
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RmumI dM TojtgM qni ont aerri i I'^tabUsMineiit et ua progrts d« 
U CompagLie dea T. 0. (par R. A. Conitaiitiii de RenDenlle). AnuL, 
Anx dipens d'Btlieiine Roger, 1708. Vol. I. pp. 146—150. 

A CollectioQ of Tojagea nndertakeu for the improTement of trade and 
navigation, London, 1703. pp. 6S— 70- 
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B. BIS8KL OEBBTTSZ. COLLECTIOM. 



A facsimile-reprint of the collection was published in 
1878. Dr. S. Muller Fz., in his valuaUe introduction to 
the work, gave such a clear and comprehensive account 
of the contents and the alteratbiis made in the succes- 
sive editionB, that we have thought best to reproduce 
here thoM paasages which more particularly refer to 
the part dealing wUh Hudson's voyage. 

■The little book we now beg to preMot to the public in 
its original form, is not only one of Uie rarest, but one of tho 
most remarkable prodaotionB of the very fertile Netherland 
prew ia die beginning of tbe IT^ oeBtnry. However amaU 
md wuMMudng in appearance, it was not only the first 
publication iasoed ooooemisg Hudson's most thmons voyage, 
but oontainfl alao every thing we know of the plani of that 
gnat mariner. Hr. Morphy's dever essay indeed already 
directed tfae attentioii of the pnblic to this side of the book. 
In it, aod in Dr. Asher's learned disqoisItioB concerning 
Hudson, the readra- wUI And a detailed acooont reqieoting 
the great lopmtance of what Is here related flrom very 
good sonroes aboat Hadson'B voyage, and of the maps wbi^ 
aecoB^any this desc^Uon. Only this woald be sofflcient 
to justify a repaint of this little book, of which only three or 
fbnr oopdea are known to exist. And more than this. Besides 
the aeoonnts of HadB<Hi'B voyage, we here find a very 
•stensive description of Um oldest commercial connexions 
oC Bossia with the thw so very mystertons Siberia; we also 
Eseet with a relation of the oonqaest of that couitry, wht^ 
fidlowed shanty after, an event wtaiah is so very imperfectly 
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knom, ood finally a vast treasora of most iaterestin^ pard- 
cnlars in a geo^apbical point of view respecting the north 
of BoBsia and Siberia, the coast of the Ice-sea, the trading- 
roads in use towards the close of the 16^ centniy, and the 
cn&toms and manners of the tribes residing there. And aU 
this we have trom the band of an eye-witness, who was a 
man of a cnltlvated taste and had come to Knssia witti 
the definite object in view of obtaining a knowledge of 
the coontry and Its trafSc, — who did Dot even hesitate 
to expose his life to wrest this map ft-om the hands of the 
myeterlons Btusians. Finally this varied collection contains 
a remarkable, though little noticed accoant, from the hand 
of the traveller himself, concerning an expedition for the 
discovery of the unknown sonth country nndertaken by 
the fEunons Pedro Fernandez de Qniros, of whom Mr. Mf^jor 
recently testified, that: ,he left behind him a name which 
for merit thongh not for success was second only to that 
of Colnmboa." 

And how the favonrable opinion we have of this remarkable 
collection increases when we learn that the pttbllsher was 
no other than the cartographer Heseel Gerritsz., a name 
which perfectly warrants the reliability of the accounts 
given. Hessel Gerritsz., bom in the. Dutch village of Assnm, 
belongs to the race of learned cartographers and printers 
of whom the Netherland Republic was so Justly proud. 
Well acquainted with snch men as Planelua and Uassa, 
Genitsz. was, like his contemporaries Hondins and Blaen, 
exactly the person fit to prononnce his verdict in the 
learned questions which are discussed in the little book he 
published. The fruits of his labour, among which stands 
foremost the little work here reprinted, testifies to his skill. 
We find of him moreover maps of Russia, Lithuania and 
other lands in the large atlas of Blaen, — of America In 
the well-known work of De Laet, — of Spitsbergen and 
Novaya Zemlya in his own "Hlstoire dn pays nommd Spits- 
bergen." There exist also maps drawn by him of fiatavia, 



Digitized byGoO^le 



88 

of tbe IndlftQ Archipelago and wen of New-Oainea. ffls 
varied knowledge already attracted the atteotioD of the 
Eaat India Company, who appointed him in 1617 their 
cartographer, a positioa which he oocapled till his death, 
which took place In the first days of 16&4. It was of conne 
to be expected that a man of rach a stamp, as soon as he 
pobllBbed a work of this character, on a gronnd where 
he felt hinuelf qnite at home, would produce something not 
only perfectly answering to the exigencies of the moment, 
bat which might be likewise of great valoe in onr own 
time to blatorlcal reaearches. And this Is most especially the 
case with his first known publication entitled: "Description 
of the land of the Samoyeds." 



"That tlie cartographer Hessel Qerrltsz. was the right man 
immediately to see the importance of these two eompo- 
sItloDS <) needs no demonstration. He had no sooner become 
acqoainted with their existence, when he immediately set 
to work, angmented what Hasaa had collected with a few 
additional notes and had this printed. He then added a map 
of the dlBcoveriea of Hudson in the north-west, which be 
had composed after an BngUah original copy. He augmented 
the same with a short relation of the expeditions of the 
traveller, which he borrowed fVom the accounts of PlancIuB. 
Finally, a short oceonnt of the able voyager, Pedro Fernandez 
De Quiros, was added, In which the latter largely commented 
on the wonders of a country discovered by him, which was 
generally believed to be the long aoaght-for, but as yet 
unknown sonthem continent, and which seemed to be easily 
accessible along the road discovered by Hudson, even 
since the way through the strait of Magellan was closed to 
competltoia of the B^t-India Company. Hessel Qerrltsz. 
himself wrote a short introduction, in which he gave a 



^ Vic Muh'i two kcoount* of Sibwia and Rniaia. 
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short sBmy ot tbe ori^ oi tbe nUtioBB of the N«tiiir- 
Undera with BmsU, and the &r off aorth-aM f rly coiottiM, 
and of the expeditloai adready raad* fi>r th« discovary of 
Uie northern passage. 

So the litUe book, vhidi tttni vade Us affiearaooe at the 
commeacemeBt of 1612, comiata of several ^arts whieh, at 
first sijTlit, seem to bear bnt Uttle relatkm to each other, b«t, 
on a closer inspectioo, severaUy appear to have only one 
object in visw : that of recommending the flndiaf o«t of a 
northern passage, and more particularly one in the diiecUon 
approved of by Heisel Qerritsz. We find in Uiis ooUectioa: 

1. Introdaotlon by Hessel QurltsK. (6 pages). 

2. Hassa's I>escription of Siberia (& i>ages). 

3. Massa's Short account of the roads and rivers from 
MoBcovy (14 pages). 

4. Statement of a certain MemoriiJ presented to his 
Mf^ty by the CapUdn Pedro Femaadez De QniroB 
(9 pages). 

5. A nu^ of tbe world by Hessel G^ritu. in whieh the 
discoveries of Hudson and De QoiroB are pointed omt 

6. A map of Hadson's disooveries by Hesscd GeniMit.; 
on tbe reverse of winch a short aooount of Hodaon's 
fourth voyage in 1610, by Genitsz. 

7. Tbe map of Bassia's northern coast by Isaac Wniw. 
amplified on the reverse with notes by SBwel OertttaK. 

We beg to add a word or two on each of these -wmiM ia 
particular. 

Tbe introduction Edcetchea in broad outlines how Gnrt^ fiist 
became acquainted with Bnasia by Herbersteyn's woi^ — 
how the trade of the NetherlaudMs with Bnssia was nntsbllnhwl 
since, by Olivier Brunei; and bow that establisluBeQtgiBdsaUy 
enticed them farttter, and indaoed them, again la the ibotste)M 
of Brunei, to engage in enterprises to East-India, which have 
rendered Linscfaoten's and Barentsz.' memory ImmortaL Tht 
inference drawn from these several facts is that the finding of 
a passage in this directiOD is improbable, and with vehemence 
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Qwr tt aB. Aen sttMiks the frians wbMi yav* rise to tiie Toyag« 
of Jiui Corndlfii. Hsy, in 1611 uid 1618, and of which the 
ncBit mw Mill noknown >). The Attentl<m U finally directed to 



>) It Bwt bowOTor (w MkiiMrl«dg«d that flenitK^ ia his ftDBoUtioiH 
on the back of Hmm's nuip, ovned he hwi been rather too sharp in hie 
jvdgBent; and that tttm th« Teton of the tn*eIlwB, — in the edition 
of 1618, — ke gmTB a detaiM aeeennt «f tke npeditioa wiitsk eleadj 
ehowa hie appreoiation of their endeaTonn. Genitat. retoaots hii insolence 
to M»7 ia a la tt er leBarkahle way. He wnte in tka prefaoa et hu 
"Dtawqitiaa af tlM UkI of tke fiMBojedea": "tetaniag to bis viater- 
"qoartere the aathor of the Tojage or sapercargo, by divine prondeaoet 
"(as it appeart) reoeired the reward of his foUj" *}. Already on the hack 
of Hassa's map he baatened to state: "I mnat note down that I spoke 
rather too decidedly in the prefaoe of the accident happened in Nora 
Francia to the snpercargo of Amerafoott. (•■ a nutter aoiaMiMea prorea 
to be very different ftom what it appears at fint sight, and as the oanaes 
why things happen are nearly ahntys anfaiown to na they eannot be 
apokan at poaitii^y at aU" *). Bsl his eonaoieBee and pcrfa^w the repnml 
of Hay's Menda terrified Genitas. so naeh that he rssolved to paste in 
the eopiee of the book still in hia posseaaion a slip of paper coTeriog the 
Knhapp; words, and making the sentence run thas: "They retreated to 
their winter-qnarten, where they searched nearly tbe whole coast to the 
Noresbei^ where one of tbetr SBpereaifoes asd six of bis ecHnpanioas 
were kilM with arrowa" *). This last veraiou ia re-prttdaeed in tbu 
editiaii *\ aad rendeis tke abovfr-mMtioned words, an the back of Ussm's 
map, DDintelligible. 

") F. 8 wwm, Km 38: tm win^/lor la^ te IsMea; daer barS Antear of 
opper CommiJB door//dB Oppante sohickinge (so t' aahiint) f loon ii 
iqn dwaeaheyt //ontfsDgen heeft. Tan dit guelsohap etc. (Copy in the 
K. Aeadsnj of Sciences, Amsterdam and the Boyal Library, the Hague). 

*) Dit moot ick noch Doteren/ dat ick ran 't onghelnck Tan//d'Amen- 
foorder Commijs a? nora Francia al reel te st^f in//de Voor-reden 
gfaesproken heb/ want een saeck is diokwils // heel anders dan 't hem ten 
oaaben laet aensien/ ende om dat// ooi d'ooraacokan daenxn eenieh dingh 
toecomt/ meest sltqdt //oobekent aijn/ ww caomeo sulcke dingben geen- 
sins vast »cg-//ghen. 

*f em wiB-//ter lage ta legcen; ima sy maeat al de castes besocht 
i._i.L__ .... -gy^^ Norenhega, daer een van baer Coaiiaaen met 6. andere 



met piilen // doorschoten is. Tan dit geeelsobap tic. 
^ n» iMBiaala lepfia* ti IMS. 
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tb« roQte, whitdi Hndson had first chosen with great saeoMB; 
many reasoDS are enomerated to show the probabUlty ot 
the discovery of that new roate; and amooig the advaDtagee 
reanltiiig fWnn it, Gerrltsz. points ont, espedsUy, the oppor- 
tunity of TlsitiDg the almost unknown aoathem continent." 

'After ttiis introdnotion, which bean right on to the oltject 
Gerritsz. had In view, follow tiie two pieces of Massa." 

"After Hassa's writtnga follows in the work of Beaael 
Gerritaz. a petition of Pedro Fernandez De Qoiros, presented 
to Philip in." 



FirH tdiHon. Dvtt^ 1612. 

Beschryvinghe// VaQder//Samoyedeti Landt//in Tar- 
tarien. // MieuUJcks ooder 't ghebiedt der Moecovitea ge- 
bracht. // Wt de Russche tale overgheset, Anno 1609. // Met 
een yerhael // Vande opaoecklngh ende ontdeckin-//ge 
vande nieuwe deurgang ofte straet int Hoard- jjweBt&n na 
de Rijcken van China ende Cathay. //Ende //Een Memo- 
riael gepresenteert aenden // Coningh van Spaengien/ 
belanghende de 0Il^//deckinghe ende gheleghentbeyt van 
't Land gbe-//naemt Australia Incognita. // (OrnamenQ // 
t' Amsterdam/ by Hessel Qerritsz. Boeckvercooper/ opt// 
Water/ inde Fascaert/ Anno 1612. 

so IwTu, Blaok letter, 88 Uhm, iritb sign. (&1) A3, A3— 
E8(— 4); vith ntohiroida. With 8 folding luipB. 

Text: F. 1 rwOo {UUepage, black Utter and Latin). F. 1 veno 
{Text taken from Froverba 16 Cap.) F. 2 redo: Tot den 
Leser. // D(icyL)S i^parentlen ofte 8ch(}nselen Tan//baet 
ende voordeel ric. F. 4 verto, underneath: Vwe alderrly- 
tlcbtte Dienaer//Hessel Qerrltsz van Asaiua,//Iiefhebber 
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der Geogrftphle.//^- 5 reeto: Cople//Vaiidfl beschryvliige 
der // Laodea Biberia, Samoleda ende Tingoesa, // met 
oock de wegboQ uyt MoBcovia derwaert Oo8t//eiide Oost 
ten Noorden aen/ soo het daghaltjcks // bereyet wordt 
vande TAoBCOvlteo. {j F. 8 verso, line 21: — Want ay en 
mo^hen//niet lyden dat de secretea van haer Land 
oatdeckt -notdeia. (l Een {I F. 9 recto: Elen cort verbael 
van de//Wef:en ande Rivieren nyt Ho8COvia//OoBtwaerts 
efl Ooflt ten Koorden aen te Landewaert/ // etc F. 15 
verso, line 11: Finis. /j (Tailpiece) /j. F. IS recto: Ver- 
bael //Van eeker Uemoriael/ // ^bepresenteert aan zyne 
M(JeBteyt///by den Caplteyn Pedro Fernandez de Qnir; 
aen-//gaende de bevolckinghe ende ontdeckinghe van 't 
vierde//deel des Werelts/ gbenaemt Australia incognita,// 
etc. F. 20 recto, line 14: FiaiB-H {The same iailpiece at 
on F. IS verso). F. 20 verso (White). 

Haps: 1. Map of the loorld by Heasel Gerrilsz. on uihieh the 
discoveries of Sudson and de Quir't are indicated. 

2. Large map of Sudson" t discoveries, by ffessel 
Gerritsz.: Tabrla navtica, qoa repneaeDtaDtor one mari> 
timte, meatus, ac freta, noviter a HBndsono Anglo ad 
Canram snpra Novam Franciam indajfata Anno 1612. 
(Tiele gives the year 1611.) On the reverse a short account of 
Hudson's fourth voyage of 1610 (Black letter): (Bead- 
piece) jj Verbael vande ReyBe//ende de Nieaw'-gbevon- 
den 8trate//Tan M^- 'KmAboo..!! (Tailpiece). 

3. Large map of Russia's northern coast by It. Masta: 
Caerte van 't Noorderste Rnssen, Samojeden, ende Tin- 
goesen landt: alsoo dat vande RsBsen afgbetekent, efi 
door Isaac Hasaa vertaeit is. On the reverse 2 pages text by 
Hessel Oerrittt. (BUuA letter); Aenmerckingben op dese// 
Rnaache Caerte ende oock op de mB-//scben-reden die 
Isaac Hassa by de beschry-//Tlnghe gfaevoecbt beeft // 

ConoeraiDg findiODi Pnfioe pp. 4—6. (Dooiuneat L.). Atmotationi 
on tbe back of Hndtoa'a map Dtwnment H.). 
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Foi ftltentioH tit Uw piabM, toe p. 86 Note. The Ajuotatfeo ob the 
back of the mftp (text and tnaalfttion) in A^iar, pp. IBl— 183, (the lune 
tnniUtioii in Read, p. 186.) Tmulation on!;, in Hnrphj, pp. 67 — 68 
(p. 70-71 here). 

Aiher, p. XLIV; Tiele, Htooire, n*. 149; Idem, Bibliogtaphie, d*.373. 
Faosimile'repriat, with English tranelatioD, bj Frederik Holler, 1878. 

Copiet: Kojal Librarj, tb« Hague (HndsoB m^ raiaaing); R. Aeademj 
of Soienoea, Amateidkm. 



"As a skilfbl editor Heasol Genitaz. knew dlreotty bow to 
adjnat bia tackle to the wind. Wlthoat omlttiDg any of 
Haasa's most important pieces, he simply altered the title 
of his work, and the order of anccesalon of the several pieces 
inserted in it, and thos a^ain directed the attention to those 
several parts of his collection which had suited the taste of 
the pnblic most. Already in a second issne of the Dntch 
t>ook he amplified his notes of Hadaon'a voyage and placed 
them, as a separate relation, at the commencement of the 
work, which, this time, retained the same titie." 

Second Dutch editiori. 16X2. 

Practically the same edition as the former. After Hessel 
Gerritsz' preface has been added: 

F. 5 recto (gign. A3); Verhael // Yan d'ontdeckinghe van de 
nietighesocht« // Strate in 't Noordwesten, om te seylen boven 
langhs de//Landen van America, nae China ende lapon; 
ghedaen // door W- Hendrick HndsoD Enghels-man. F, 6 
recto, lint 33: Finla. F. S verto {White). Remainder as in 
the other edition, with the same maps. 

Ckmoerning HsdaM: Preface pp. 4—6 and pp. S~ll. 

This text pablUbad fbi the first time, DoonineBt P ■); tiao^tion of 
the L«iin edition of 1613, "with notes indicating the variations of the 
Batch edition," Asher, pp. 189— IM. 



>) I am indebted to Mr. U. M. Kleeikooper> for both the desoiiptivn 
of this edition and the ttaueriptioa of tbe text 
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A^MT, pp. XLV ud STO; Tide, Hteoin, b*. 150 <); Usm, BiblM^phi^ 
a* 57S, Note. 

(lOOoG. b. U). London. 



"Id tb« following ocUtioQ >), which appeared ia th« same 
year, — thia time in Latin, so that the work might be better 
accewible to readers in foreign coontries — the title was 
altogether changed. Hodson'a voyage was now made a pro- 
minent featore and the work called": 

LaHn edition. 1612. 

Doscriptio ac deliueatio Qeographica // Detectio-//iu8 
Freti, // uve, Tranaitvg ad Occtaum, // sapr& terras Ame- 
ricanas, in Chinam // atq; laponem duotnri, // Recens 
investigati ab M. Henrico Hudsono Anglo. // Item, // 
Rarratio Ser.>»> R^ Hispaniee facta, // super tractu, in 
qointa OrWs terrarum parte, cui//Avstrafiro incognitsa// 
nomen est, recens detecto, // Per Capitaneum Petrum 
Ferdlnandez de Quir. // Vn& cum descriptione // Terrse 
Samoiedarvm & Tingoesiorrm, // in Tartaria ad Ortum 
Freti VVaygats aitse, nuperq; Imperio // HoBcovitarvm 



<) '^ona n'&TonB pu tu. cette £dition, mentionuie par U. O. M. ABhet 
dans MD important oamgn sar Hadaon [p. 370), oti I'on apprend en 
mfane temps (p. 181 — 194) en qaoi oette notice difliie de oelle qn'on 
troave an verso de la oarte de HTidaon dana l'6dition prfeMente." This 
■tatement ia not correct. In his "notes indicating the Tariations of the 
Dntoh edition" Asher indicates the differences between the Dntoh edition 
of 1618 and the Latin one of 1613, not those exiatii^ between tbe two 
Dntoh editions. 

^ Since the text of the former Dntoh edition has beoome known to 
me bj the tnuisenption now for the first time printed, I am foil; 
oonrinced that tiie first Latin edition preceded tbe second Dntoh one, 
which may ha proftd by the bet that the aame Wiawood in the Latin 
editiai haa baea oometed iato Wt^nonth. 
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subactro. // {Ormmeni} Ij Amaterodami // // Ex offloina 

Hessely Gerardi. Anno 1612. // 

34 iMres iMin, 33 lines, irith eign. AS-<A6), B-E(— 4)F(-S)i 
with cttcbwonlB. 4to. 

Text: F. 1 recto (title) F. 1 ver$a ( Woodcut, a tailing yacht) 1 1 
Hqc qnicunq; novas ardes cog^noBcere terras, // Hac ades, 
etc. (8 lities italic) F. 2 recto: In tractatoa Beqaentes 
Prolego-//mena ad Lectorem. // L(avZ.)Vcri & atlUtatiB 
&[>ea animoB homtnom Diim-//qaam non excitavlt etc. 
F. 4 verso, undemeaiii: HesaelinB Qerardns ABsnmeiiBis // 
PhilogeographOB. // F. 5 recto: Relatio//Saper detectlone 
novl ad Caa-Z/nim transitus, saprii terras AmericanaB, in// 
Chinam atq; laponem dnctnri. // Ab H. HadBono Aag^o 
recens inventL // F(it^{.)£licl88lme Anglicn (^ntiBex pe- 
ditiones («tc) maritt-//mffi, A, proBperriml etc. F. 6 recto, 
line 4: qnod in horas nunc expectatur./l (Tailpiece), f IF, 6 
verso (White). F. 7 recto: Relatio // Memorialis, sire libelti 
snppliciB MiyeBtati 8aa//obIati per Capitanenm Petmm 
Ferdinandez de Quir, // Snper // Detectlone quarts etc. F. 12 
verso (Woodcut, a Samoyed dravm by three reindeer)/! 
Samoiedamm, trahls a rangiferis protractla InBldentlnm;// 
Nee non Idolorum ab iJBdem cnltomm effigies. // F. 13 
recto: Apographam // DescriptloniB regionum Sibe-//ritt, 
Bamojedise etc. F. 17 recto: Idoervm atq'; Flvviorvm// 
Ortam &. Aqnilooem yersne 6 Uoscorla in // Siberiam, 
Samojedi&m, etc. F. 23 redo, line 18: Fiala If (Tailpiece). 
F. 23 verso (White). F. 24 (White). 

HapB: The same maps aa In the former edition; bnt without 
the text on the reverae. 

ConoemiDg HadMu: Prolegoraeus p. 7 (DocumcDt N); text pp. 9 — 11 
(DocoFuent O). Title aod prolegomco* reprinted in Ather, pp. 336—341 »); 
Part of the prolegomeBa (witb translation) lb. pp. 183— 1S6; tut (with 

>) Smta; latrodnolor; venea: 1. 3 Hue adeu orif. adea. 

1. 9 Et maiori dedit sapi, orif. aeepi. 
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tnntlitian) ib. p. 186—189. (The tmuUtiona of the littei two nprinted 
iD RMd's BiMUricat iaqmty amemmg Hatry Hmbon, (1806). p. 161—191. 

Asher, XLIV and 868; Tiele, Mimoire, n*. 161; Idem, Bibli<^nphie, 
n*. 878; Moller, Eiui d'nne bibliognphie njerl.-niue, p. 103. 

CopiM: Rojkl libnr;, Barlin: Stadtbibliotheh, Hunburg; K.K. Hof- 
bibliotbok, Vietiiu; Imparial Pnblio Libnij, St Petenbnig (3 eopiea); 
British Uv*eam (S copies >); Lenox Libnrj, New lark; John Cuter 
Brown, Providence; Idbmj of Congress, Wsshington. 



''Those too, who were desirous of becoming lUMiaaitited 
with the adventurea uid wonders which the sonth produced, 
were served by Gerritsz. to their taste; the wish to discorer 
a northern passage became the stronger on reading a title, 
which particularly directed the attention to the ditcovery 
of De Qnlros." 

The tame edition. LaHn, 1612. 

Exemplar // Libelli supplicis, Potentissimo // Hispani- 
arum Regi exblbiti, k Capitaneo // Petro Feraandez de 
Quir://3up6r//Dotectione quintes Orbls terrarum partis, 
ciil // Avtralia (nc) incognitse // nomen est. // Item, // 
Relatio super Freto per H. Hudsonum Anglum//queesito, 
ac in parte detecto suprA Provincias Terree // Novse, 
noveeque Hispanife, Cbinam & Catbaiam // verBua duc- 
turo:// Tna//Cum Fred ipsiua, quatenus iam detectum 
est, // Tabula navtica. // Neu non // Isaaci Masses Har- 
lemensls // Sarooiediee atque TingoSssee, regionum ac 
Orientem ultra //Fretum Weygats in Tartaria sitarum, 
nuperque Imperio // Molcovitico {«tc] adquisitarum des- 
cription // et // Tractus eiusdem Tabula Russica. // Latiod 



' >) Ifassa's msp in one of the copies is angmpnted with the fignres 
of two SMttojeds, with the insoriptjon. but in no other reipoot does it 
difw from the nuipt in titt tonaa ediUov- 
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versa ab B. Vitollio.//ABttsten)dami//Ex officina Hesseiy 
Gerwdi. Anno 1612. // 

This is nkIIj the use edittw h tbe faraur, Wt vM m diffuvBt 
tittapaga anil ia diCoreiit order. Ob tha tbiio of tto tiUapage the aUp 
and T«nM aa bofoM. 

Otder a< tliia eopj: 

In tractatus leqiwntea Fnlepmtmm ad Loetonn. 

Helatio UemorialiB, sire libelli snpplioia Majestati Fernandea de 
Quir. *<.. 

Apographam DNoriptionia regionnni Siberiie, Sainojvditt, atqne Tin- 
goesiR, etc. 

Itiicma afa); flrriorTiB . . . btonn dewriptio Detoetiom Tnti, tie. 

DoMriptio Be dalinMlio G«i)gT«^i(», tie. 

Kalatio aaper detatioae nori ad Canna tranntw. 

With the MBM mpc Um MM«a »ap in it* Int aMa^ 

Asber, XLIV and S67; Tide, Uenoire, n*. 169; Idem, f ~ 
n». 378. 

Copji Britiah MnseiiDi, Loudon. 



'And when the intemt ttiiia fett, becune «o gn*t, that 
within a year, another edition wai wanted, tbe additions 
the editor had occasionally made in the text, were agaui 
entirely revised and remodelled. The moBt important eveirtB, 
which Iiad token place in Netherland in tbe cooise of tbe 
year, with respect to northern navi|;ation, were inserted; 
and the whole published towards the dose of the year." 

Seamd Latin edition, 1613. 

Descriptio ac delineatio Geographica // DeLectio-Z/nis 
Preti-//Sive, TraDsitus ad Occasum auprA // terras Ame- 
ricanas, in Chinam // atq; laponem ducturl. // Recens 
investlgati ab M. Henrico Hudsono Anglo. // Item, // 
Exegesis Regl HispaniEe facta, super // tractu recens 
detecto, in quint& Orbis parte, cui nomeo, // AvBtralis 
incognita. // Cum deacr^tttone // lemrom i 
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A TiflgoeflbniDit Im// TftrtuU *d Ortum VnH Wargats 
sitarum, nuperq ; // aoeptio UaBGontamm ■dacitanin). // 

(Ommai^ // ABMterodami // //Ex Officaoa Hesselij 

Gcrardf. Aimo 1618. // 

84 Ihtm. I^tin, 33 Unw, witb sign. AS— F8(— i) ; with cstohwoida. Mo. 

Text: J* J tmto (tttU). F. 1 txno {Woodcut, mtintU former 
edfMon) // Liber ad Lectorem. // Qui cnpis ignotas Lector 
eogsoMcere terns, //Oorpww qoM «te. ilO U«€«). f . 2 recto; 
Ad Iiaeka<em ProlqgoMaia, // in traetattu aeqnentes. // 
T{avI.)T aatebee nom tecnron detectiones, labo-// 
riorinifMiwiitte navifatiOBes, etc ^. S rteto: Deaeilptio, 
ae deUMatio Qec«raiAlea // Deteotioois FretL // Sire 
*mrilT— , <J^) lofra tecTM AKericanas // ia Chiaam, & 
la^oMen. // P(xyI.)ElietesiM» ABfrlomm savlgatiaDes, &. 
pro-//i^eniBd eamm laooeBaaa, tie. F. 4 tvoto, Uae 23; 
ff'T'**'*. la Oria Nove Fraaeiie oegotiabanEiir. //(7b^ 
i^fectf). J*.4 e«rw>.-fiB^uia//Libal]iaaFpliicla,oUatiKe^n 
H4jeBtaCi//HlflpaBis, a Dnoe FeOo Fernandei de <jnir,// 
«fe. /l fi tfera* (TFoedcwt, a» in f oritur aditioa.) jj Buaoiti- 
damm, trahis a rangiferis protraetli imddeAtiBia; // Nee 
BOO Id^nn ab IJadais coltoraa effl^ea.//^. JO recto; 
Desriptio («ic) // RegioQnm Siberia), Sanujedia, Tincoesite 
&//itlnerQm 6 Moscovia, etc. F. 13 verio {White). F. 14 
recto: Brevis desciiptlo // ItinmnDi dncentinm, & flnviorfi 
labentlmn // 6 MosooTid Orientem, etc. F. 19 recto, under- 
neath: Isaac Ma»a Haerlem. // f . 19 veno {White). F. 20 
{WJMe). P. %1 I(a^)lf pne&ttone poMraMe edMonls// 
faqjm lAelH, com ageren de deaeriptitne Si-//beriB, «tc. 
F. 22 verm.- De detectione Term polaris, sub latitadlne// 
octoginta graduom. // F, 23 verm, line 24: Finis. //^. 24 
recto: (Woodcut of a wAate) // Yeram eCBgiem Baletiaram 
exbibemae, qnarom ossa, & pingae-J/do maximo etc, 
(8 Unea). F. 24 verto (_White). 

Haps and plates: 1. 2%e vorU ia two iami^ieret. The CaU- 
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tanian CoMt luui been altered eaUntyt and the Use op 
to Pretam Anian ham been erased. 

2. Hudaon,'! nu^: the ume u in the fonner edltkut; 
the words, to be fotmd on the merid. 360 bowever: 
■Heridianns per tnsnlae Coiri et Flomm tno^eoB, ae pro 
omniun primo osorpari aolitoa". have been erased for 
this edidm. Printed signatare A5 (Tteki, Himoire p. 18S 
reads AS). 

3. Mama't nu^: the same aa in the 1612 edltum, bat 
the part to the right has been greatly revised: It aboin 
two flgnres of Samoyeds, with the inscription: Gentiom 
Samojedamm pellibns a capite nsq; ad Cidcean, adversna 
intolerabilem firigorts i^Jiiriain, indntonun effigies; names, 
Uke Toboll, metropolis Slbeiis, have been added; other 
names have been changed, like Ob: in Obb reea, Plet 
Riviere in Pyhr Riviera, etc Some names on the left side 
have eqoally been changed, as Pitaaniza in Rtdanitsa, 
NienuOa in NiasciO^ Printed signatare, D3 ■). 

4. M<^ of SpttAergtn, called Niev last and of Nova 
ZenMa. Down at the bottom, in the right comer, an 
engraved signatare F*). 

5. Engraving showing two Beahorses. With printed 
signatare F3. 

CoDoerning Hndson : t«it pp. 5—7 (Dodunent Q). Titl« ud prolegomena 
Mprintod in Aah«t, pp. 841— S48; text (with trtulstion) pp. 193— IM 
(the latter reprinted in Read. pp. 191— 19S). 



■) Thia ie omMqaentlj the third aUte vt Hmm'b map. The British 
Hoaenm alio poiaeeMa copies of UsMa'a Map and HndiOD'a Chart. 
Both m^M are on a aoBievhat amaller scale than tiioae in the printed 
book. The latter hare both been reprodaced in ABher*B book, and 
HodMD'a Chart haa been added, on a redooed ocale, to Bacon, Hmtjr 
Swdum. 1907. 

1) Thi* nup waa nsed in the ume jeai for : Bitloirt th Pajt mmati 
^Uberghe b; the aame aathot. Beaidea other emendations it bean the 
inictiption. on the left at the top, at 35 degreea, abcrre coaat line: 
"Giacies ab Henrico Hndaono inTcnto a* 1608." 
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Ajhor, 2LV; Ti«la, UJmoire, n*. 1S8; Idem, Bibliognpbie, d*. 871. 

Beprint b; Fraderik HnUer. 1878. 

Copies : Ddit. Libruj, Leiden ; Thyeiiu Libnrj, Leiden ; Roj&l 
librsTj, Berlin; fitodtbibUothek, Hunbnrg; Imperial Public Library, 
St. Fetersbntgh (3 copie*); British Moaenm, London {S copies, S defect.); 
Pablic Library, Boston; Harrard Library, Cambrid^ (Maia.). 



"The anpplemeiitary accounts in tbU last edition treat of 
the expedition of llay, who had returned in the latter part 
of 1612, and describe In a few words the plan of the voya^ 
to the north in 1613 (Pieter Fransz. c. a.), and farther, many 
particulars are added aboat the island of Spitsbergen, now 
rendered prominent, since 1612, by the whale-flshery, which 
had commenced in that year. The attack of the English on 
the Netherland whalers, in the summer of 1613, was at the 
same time censored in the most violent terms, and the 
English Company threatened with reprisals.* This however, 
drew down apon Hessel Gerritsz. a reprimand ftom the 
Netherland owners of the vessels. They felt themselves mnch 
too weak, openly to resist the far more nnmerons English 
whalers; and considered themselves as implicated in this 
attack of the cartographer on James I, who felt already 
highly displeased with the competition his snbjects had to 
endnre on the part of the Netherlanders in the Ice-sea. 

To avoid. If possible, the dreaded consequences of his 
imprudence, Hessel Glerritsz. added to the still extant copies 
of bis last edition a few pages, in which be owned, in very 
hnmble terms, to have erred In hia jadgment, and highly 
extolled the forbearance of the Netherland merchants, who 
expected the maintenance of their rights only &om the 
graclons clemency of the king of England. To substantiate 
this good rig^t, Hessel Qerritsz. at the same time handed 
over a short aba^act, which his fHend Flancias bad drawn 
up, and in which, on geographical ground, the honour of 
Heemskerck and Barendsz. as the discoverers of Spitsbergen 
was fUly vindicated. 
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Test: F. i neto: C(ati.)Vm temeM, A inocMuddautt juOn// 
BcripBerim, hoBce mercatoraB etc F. i vato: Bafktatio 
ratioDom, qiaibns Angji IKHnliiatiio-/^em PiscAtlonli ad 
Insnluu BpitsbergeniMii stre KoTMnZ/TemmpneteiMlere 
& defenders coBMatar. {/ F. i verto, Une 38: Finis.// 
^. 3 md 4 i^WTnU). 

1 iMves Goth^ Si lines, with sign. Q( — 1), with oatcfawords. 4to. 
A»(wr, XLV; Tid«, U«moin. n*. ISS; KMit^raphie, ■*. 871 Note. 
Copiei: UiuT. Libnrj, Leiden. — Britiah MnMnm, London (0. 7161). 



'In Hub way the little pamphlet of Hessel Qerritss. became 
eoosiderably enlar^^ed. 

It was, however, in its ori^nal form that it was geoerally 
known, and everywhere spread. Already in 161B we meet 
with two German traoslatlonB in the coUsctiOQ of diaries 
of voya|:ea of De Bry and in Ueiflser's Beptentrio Kovaa- 
tiqnQB. In 1614, a third translation followed in the coUectioa 
of Hnlsina (Part 12). An English version appearad in 1624, 
in the well-known work of Pnrchas. The collection was fur- 
thermore reprinted no less than Ave times in Ihitch works Oi 
and the spread of the work went even farther than this. 
One can scarcely take up any volume, written in the 
seventeenth centmy abont the northern passage, wUfaont 
finding the visible traces that the pamphlet, written by 
Hessel Grerritsz. waa the head-fomitain and often sappUed 
the only spring of information. It not anftoqneutly hu^ 
pened that liie text was, either partially or entirely, slmitly 
re-printed, without the writer's name being mentioned. The 
contents of the interesting work may tbns be at last 
considered as the oommon property of the learned. The 
book itself however, long remained little known, and only 

■) <In ^ walk Hititled: CommeuMment and P iogre M of the Bm^ 
India Coaipu;, — in tiie eolleotiw of Hartgen, — in the edition of 
^n JansL, — i» SMgtinau'B "DoMriptiAn ti MnMOTj," — and in 
Witeen'i "North- and Eut-Twrtu?." 
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very rocently it attracted a^ain the general attentioo. 
Meanwhile copies of It bad become very rare, and In cannot 
bnt be very welcome to the lovers of geography and history 
to know that it is now at last reprinted In its original form, 
devoid of all additions, lUterations or cnrtailments which sacb 
a work as this is so likely to nndergo at the appearance of 
every new edition in large collections ; and especially in trans- 
lations, snch as the seventeenth centniy could ftimlsh forth." 

FaceimUe-r^rna, 1678. 

The Arctic North-East and West Passage. Detectio 
Freti Eudsoni or Heasel Gerritsz's collectioD of tracts by 
Himself, Hassa and De Qulr on the N. E. and W. Passage, 
Siberia and Australia. Heproduced, with the Maps, id 
Photolithography in Dutch and Latin after the editions 
of 1612 and 1613. Augmented with a new English 
translation by Fred. John HiUard, English Translator at 
Amsterdam. And an Essay on the Origin and Design of 
This Collection by S. MuUer Fz. Keeper of the Records 
at Utrecht Amsterdam. Frederik Uuller A C. 1678. 

Title, Preface, signed Frederik Mulier, Jnne 1878. — Intro- 
dnction XXVII pp. — PacsimUe of the First Dntcb edition 
of 1612. With the three maps, — Reprint (not facsimile) 
of the Latin edition of 1613. 26 leaves (Sign. A2— G2) ■). 
Neither the map of Spitsbergen nor the woodcats of 
the Samoyeds have been reproduced >). -^ Truislation of 
the Dutch edition of 1612, dated Amsterdam, Frederik 
Holler, 1875. 4? pp. Ito. 
TMi), Bibliognphio, n*. 376. 



I) Leaf F wu printed later and sent to the bnjors of the book. 
Hence it often Uoka. 

*) FrederilL Holler published in 1S67 ft collMtion of the titles, etc. 
of old Dutch Tojtgee in vhiah he iiueited all the pUtes and maps of 
the editiona of 1619 and 1613 (nra. SI— W). 
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C. 3. DE lAET, NIEUWE WERELD. '' 



First edition, Dutch. 1636. 

Nieuvve Wereldt//C>fte//Be3chrijvinghe//van//We3t- 
Indien, // Wt veelderhande Schrlften ende Aen-teecke- 
ninghen // van verscheyden Nation byeon versaroelt // 
Door // loannoB de Laet, // Ende met // Noodigbe Eaerten 
ende Tafela voorsien. // (Printersmark) jj Tot Leyden. // 
In de Druckerye van Isaack Elzevier. // Anno 1625. // 
—-//Met Privilegie der Ho. Mo. Heeren Staten Generael, 
voor 12. laren. // 

IS prel. 1m*m; 510 pigea and S luvn for the Indei. — 1 white 
leaf, lilaok letter. With 10 map. Folio. 

Dedication to the Btates General, dated: Leydea, 15 NoTem- 
ber 1624. The PriTilege dated 17 Joly 1624. 

Maps: West Indlscbe Eylanden. — Nova Hispania, Nova 
Qalicla, Ouatemaia. — Terra Firma, Naevo Beyno de Oranada, 
Fop^an. — Fera. — Cblle. — Strate van Magallanes. — Bio 
de la Plata, Tacoman, Santa Croz de la Sierra. — Brasil. -7 
Gniana. — Veneznela. 

The maps have been projected and delineated by Hessel 
Geiritaz. ("meeat ontworpen ende ^hestelt") as the author 
says in his Frefoce. 

C(»iaeniing HudMD; pp. 83, 8i)) and S3, 89.*) (Bocament H). 



1} Conoeraiiig him and thU work see: Colleetions of The New York 
Historioal Sooiet;. 2d Series. ToL I. pp. 981— S8S. The irriter, Q. FoUoni. 
did not apparently know the second Datch edition of 1030. 

)) Keprinted in ; Betckrgtiitgie nm Firginia, Ifieme Ntdtrlaudi, ttf. 
Amst., J. Hartgero, 16B1. 41o. p. 14 and IB. 

') Keprinted ib. pp. 20 — 32, with the view of New AmBterdam. 
(Asher, Essay, n*. 6.) 
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Aiher, KbL Imbj, n*. I. ~ Title, KbL n 
ElUTur, n*. 380. 
Cop;; Rojtl Wtnwj, The Htgne. 



Seconcf «(itfion. Dut^A. 1630. 

Bescbru7iDgbe//Tan WeaMndien // door loannes de 

Laet. // Tweede druck : // In ontaUycke plaetsen ver-// 

betert, vermeerdert, met eenige//nieuwe Caerten, beel- 

den van//ver8cheyden dieren ende//planteii verciert.// 

At the bottom: Tot Leyden, by de Elzeyiers. A^. 1630. 

14 praL leaTee, iaclndii^ engraved titlepege bj Cornelie CUeuen 

DnMDt; 622 pegee, S le»iei for Uie ludei and I vhite leaf. With 

11 niapi and some woodonts. Folio. 

The text has been aogmented and has been divided Into 
16 chapters instead of 15, though this addition is on]y nominal; 
it has some woodcats relating to natural history and ethno- 
logy; besides the maps of the former edition, there are : 

De generaele Eaerte roor dese Inleydinghe. — Nova 
Francia. — Nova AngUa, Novnm Belglam. — Florida, 

Conceniiiig Hiubaii. p. 100. 101, and 101—106. 
Aiher, Bibl. Eau;, a*, i; Tiele, Bibl. n*. 687; Willems, Lea Eliener, 
n*. S37. 
Copy: Rojal Library, The Hagne. 



News orbis//seu//descriptioQiB//lDdife Occidentalis// 
Libri XVIII.//Authore//Ioanne de Laet Aiitverp.//Novi8 
TabuUa Qeographicis et variiB/ZAnimantium, Floatarum 
Fructuumque//IconibuB lUustrati. // Cum Privilegio.// Jf 
the bottom: Lvgd. Batav. apud Elzevirios. A". 1633.// 

16 pnl. leavei including the same cngraTed tiUepage; 090 pagei; 
9 )ea*e8 for the Indei. With S4 voodonta in the text and 14 mapa. Folio. 
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TUB edlfion, dadiwtad to Ouu-Iob 1, dated Lat;dimi Batak^ 

Tornm, Nonls Harty Anno 1633, Is again greatly oagaunttA. 
It has 18 chapters In stead of 16. Those almost entirely new 
are: Chapter XI: Pemvia sire Charcn; Chapter XVI: Brasilia 
Beptentrionalis '). 

The maps are the same as In the Datcta edition of 1630. 

GoDMTDiDg HndMn, p. 70—71 ; 73—73. 

Aiher, BiU. Eh>;, d*. S; Tiele, Bibl. n*. 68S; Willemi, a*. SS9. 

Copj; Libiuy of the Uainraity, Leiden. 



Freneh edUion, 1640. 

L'HistoIre // dv // nouveaT nKuide // ou // description // 
des Inde8//OccideDtaleB,//ConteQantdix-huict Llures,// 
Par le Sieur lean de Laet, d'Anuers; // Enrichl de dou- 
uelles Tables Geographiques & Figures des // Animaux, 
Flaotes A Frulcts. // (iVtutermarft) // A Leyde,//Chez 
BonaueQture & Abraham EUseuiers, Imprimeurs // ordi- 

nair«B de I'Vniuersit^. // // CIO IOC XL. // 

14 prel. lesvei iBoIading the title, printed in red ud bUek; 
039 pegea end leftTei for the Index. Witb voodonta ftnd mapt. Folio. 

This is a translation of the Latin edition of 16S3 and haa 
the same woodcats and maps. 

Concerning findion, p. 7i — 7S, ' 

Asher, Bibl. Kbmj, el*. 1; Tiele. Bibl. n*. 680; Willems, Lee ElseTier, 
a*, m. 

Cop;; Rojal libnr;, The Hagoe. 



lae i^nn < 
apa. \ 
Ji. 77 -\ 



') "In ptepating the Latin edition of hia 'Neir World' De Laet, 
instead of tranalating the Dutch text, recompoted the voik anew, con- 
deaainf and altariag Maaj of tke obapten, and iatanKaTi^ the new 
nutatiala eollectad in tka isteml of the pabliaBtwa." ttHaom. 
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A (page 17). 

From Regitter d«r reaoluHen van de vergadermg van XVII, 
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daeromme veel eerder dese vaert soo deselve bii eenige 
participanteD mocht b^j der handt geBomen worden, behoirde 
met alia debvolr te beletten. 



B (page 21, 25—27) ')• 

Lettre au rot par M. Jeannin le 25 Janvier 1609, aur la 
recherche du ptu$age du Nord. 

Sire,— Tai cl-derant oonfdrt, par commaDdement de Totre 
Ttajeat6, et ma lea lettres qnil lai a pla m'Scrire, aTee od 
marchaad d' Amsterdam, nommd Isaac Le Hiure, leqoel est 
homme ricbe et bien eateodti aa fait da conmieroe des Indes 
d'Orient, d^sireox d'y serrir rotre H^jestd, sar les oavertorea 
qne je lal en ai Eaites, et de joindre aveo Ini d'aatres mai^ 
cbandB, oomme anssi des pilotes, mariniers et matelots expe- 
riments en telles navigations, qa'il dit avoir empdcfads de 
prendre parti d6s le temps qne je loi en parlal. Or, comme 
il m'en a press^ plnslenrs fois, je loi fd tonjonrs dit qtte 
votre H(^eHt6 n'y ponvalt prendre aacone rSsolntion qn'aprAs 
celle des Etats, et le traits de tr^ve qa'on ponrsnit k present 
fait on rompn: ce qu'il jnge fitre bien ratable, et s'est aossi 
contente de cette r^ponse; mais 11 m'envoya iei son frbre, 
il 7 a qaelqaes jours, ponr me fain entendre qn'on pilote 
anglois, leqnel a 6t6 dettx fois en mer poor recheroher le 
passage da nord, anroit 6t6 mandd h Amsterdam par la 
Compagnie des Indes d'Orient, ponr apprendre de loi oe 
qa'il en anroit reoonna, et s'il esp^roit de troaver oe passage; 
de la r^ponse daqnel enx dtoient demeards fbrt contens, 
et en opinion qae cette espiranoe poavoit rdassir. lis n'aToient 
toatefois voala poor lors Caire la dite entreprise, mais con- 
tents senlement I'Anglaia, et renvoyd avec promesse qn'il les 
Tiendroit tronver en I'aiiD6e snivante 1610. Ce congd Ini 
ayant &t& donn^, Le Maire, qnl le eonnoit fort bien, anroit 

') A complete tranilatioD of this letter may be found in Aiher, 
pp. Ui— S». 
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depoU oonfbri avec loi, et «Dteii<Iii ses ndsons, doot il a 
aosBl eonunnniqDA arec Plancitu, qnl est grand gtographe 
et bon mathimaticlen, le qael soatieot, par les ndsona de 
Bon art, et de ce qoll a apprlo tant de oet Anglali que 
d'aotrea pUotes qol oot (kit la mSme navigation, toot afnsi 
que dn cAtd da mldi on a tronvA en la mer da Sad, appro- 
chant le p6Ie antarctiqae, no passage qol est le d6ttv>it de 
Magellan, qn'll y en doit par^ement avoir on antre dn 
cftti dn Bord. L'un des pilotes, qni tat anssi, U y a trois 
ana, employ^ en cette mtaie recherche, et passa JaBqo'& 
NoTa-Zembla, qol est k Bolxante-trelze degrds de latltade en 
la cAte de la mer Tartariqne, tirant an nord, a declare qne, 
poor n'dtre lors asseE ezperlmentd en cette navigatton, an 
lien d'entrer avant en pleine mer, oti elle o'est Jamais gelto 
k canae de la profondenr et de la grande tmp6tnostt£ de ses 
flota et vagoes, il »e coctenta de ct^toyer les bords, ah, ayant 
tronv6 la mer gelde, Ini et ses compi^ons fkirent hrtitba et 
contTidnts de s'en retoomer sans passer ontre. 

L' Anglais a encore rapports qn'ayant 6t6 do oOtA da nord 
jnBqa'& qnatre-Tingt-on degrds, 11 a tronvd que plos il appro- 
cboit da nord moins i) y avoit de Aroidnre, et an lien qne 
vers NoTa-Zembla la terre n'Atoit couverte d'herbe et n'y 
avoit sinon des bfttes qui vivent de chair et de proie, cnnme 
onrs, renardfl et antres B«nblables, 11 avoit tronvA, todlts 
qoatre-vingt-nn degr6s, de I'berbe snr la terre, et des bfttes 
qni en vivent: cc qae Plancias conflrme par raison, et dit 
qne pris dn pdle le soleil Inlsant snr la terre oinq mols 
condnaels, encore qae les rayons d'ieelal y soient foibles, 
n^anmoins, & cause dn long temps qa'Us y demeorent. Us 
ODt assez de force poor tohaafTer le terrolr, et le rendre 
temp6r6 et commode poor I'habitation des honunes, prodnire 
herbe et noarrir b^tall; atl^gnant cette simllitade d'nn petit 
fen qui ne ferolt qn'6tre allnmi et anssitOt dtelnt II y ^onte 
aassi qn'il ne se Eant arrfiter k I'oplnion des Andens, qni 
estimoient la terre prfts des denx pAles inhabitable k caow 
de sa (hiidnre, et qn'ilB se penvent awai bien tromper qn'so 
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ce qn'ils ont dit !& zone toiride fitre inhabilitable h eatue 
de aa graude chalear, qa'oc reconnott ndanmoins par exp6- 
liecce fitre habiMe, fort temp6r6e, fertile, et commode poar 
la vie des hommes, et qa'll y a anesi beaacoop ptas de 
chaleor soos les tropiqaee da Cancer et da Capricome que 
soos la zone toiride ; et par eette mfime raison, Plancina jnge 
qae la ftoidare crott, et eat to^jonrs ploa grande josqn'aa 
Boixanto-aixi&me degree, mais qn'en passant pins ontre devers 
le p6]e, elle devlent molndre, et alnsi I'ont troavd I'Auglais 
et d'aatres pilotes, lesqaels ont ci-devant fait tels voyages, 
dont Ub conclnent qae, poor troaver le passage do nord 
aveo plas de fiwiliti, an Ilea de reobercher les cdtea de la 
mer k solxante-dix, soizante-onze, soizaote-donze on soixaote- 
treize degrds, comme les HoUandala ont fait cl-devant, U se 
fant avancer en pleine mer, et monter Jnsqa'& qoatre-vingt-an, 
qnatre-vlngt-denx et qoatre-Tingt-trola degree, oa pins, sll 
est besoln, 6s qnela liens la mer n'ttont point gel^e, lis se 
promettent qa'on ponrra troaver ce passage, et par icelni, 
en tirant vers I'orient, passer le ddtrolt d'Anian, et soivant 
la cOte orientale de Tartarie, aller aa royaome de Cattay, 
k la Chine, aox lies da Japon, comme anasi, attendn qae 
I'orient et I'oecidMtt abonttssent I'un h I'antre, k canse de la 
rondenr de la terre, aller par mfime moyen anz Holnqnes 
et aox FhUlppines; leqnel voyage, et toate cette navigation, 
tant ponr aller qae poar retonmer, ponrrotent 6tre faits en 
six mois, sans approcher d'aacona porta et forteressea da rot 
d'Espagne; an lien qa'&lefalre parte Cap deBonne-Espdrance, 
qni est le chemin ordinaire qo'on tient k present, on y met 
ordinairement prto de troia ana, et ai on eat a^fet anx rencontres 
et incDraiona des Portagaia. 

II me propoaolt done cette oavertnre da passage da nord 
poar savoir si votre H^estd aoroit agr6able de I'entrepreDdre 
oQvertement, ct en eon nom, comme chose fort glorleose, et 
qal loi acqaerroit nne grande lonange envere la poat^ritd, 
OQ bicn sons le nom de qoelqae partleallcr, dont on ne 
laisseroit de loi attribaer I'bonnenr si le sacc^ en itoit bon, 
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offhutt de la part de bob trbn, de foamir te vtaaawa et 
lea homines, si dod qae votre Hi^esU 7 en veollle ansal 
employer qnelqaes-uu des sieiu aveo cenx qa'il y mettra, 
les quels soot expArimeaUs en tela voyagfee; dlsant qne, pour 
exteoter cette entreprise, il ne font que trols oa qtuA« mille 
fens aa plus, lesqnels U dderlre tirer de votra Mf^eeU, ponr 
ca qae Ini, qui n'eat qn'tm partlcaller, n'y voadrolt employer 
cette somme, et n'en ose commoniqner k personne, d'aatant 
qae la compagnie des Indes d'Orient craint sor toates choeea 
qa'on ne les prtTlenne en ce dessdn, et qa'i cette occaBton son 
trbn o'avoit os^ puler & rAng^lais qn'en secret II dit encore 
qne si oe pasaage est troavA et ddconTerl, qo'il &ciUtera 
bien fort le moyen de faire one compagnie poor aller en 
tons les lieax snsdlte, et qae plus de gens y mettront lears 
fbnds qn'en I'antre qnl est d<y& faite, sans qae la compagnie 
s'en poisse plaindre, attends que I'octrol qn'elle a obtena 
dea Etats n'est qne poor y aller do cdt6 da Cap de Bonae- 
Esp6rance, non de celoi dn nord, dont les Etats se sont 
reserves le poavoir de disposer an cas qne le passage palsse 
en Atre tronv6, et, poar hirlter qaelqnes pilotes conrageoz 
de se hasarder k en fUre la recherche, promis rlngt-qnatre 
mllle llvres de loyer k celnl qai en serolt le premier inventeor. 
J'ai dit an trbre de Le llidre, qni m'en a commaniqni de 
sa part, et lol al aassi ferit qne j'en donnerois Incontinent 
avis k TOtre Hi^estd poor en savoir sa Tolontd, et la lol 
foire entendre an plus tOt, attendn qn'U dit, si on vent penser 
k oe voyage dba cette ann6e, qa'il le foat conunencer en 
mars an pins tard poor en esp^rer bon sncofts, et qae les 
aatrea qoi I'ont ci-dcTant bit en Jnillet s'en sont mal tronvte, 
et ont 6t6 sarprls de I'biver. Ayant anssl 6t6 averti qne 
Plancins 6toit vena k la Haye denx Jonni aprfes avoir com- 
maniqoA aa fr6re de Le Haire, je le nundai anssitOt ponr 
en conf6rer avec lol, comme J'al fait, sans tontefois Ini &dre 
connoltre qae Le Halre m'en edt Mt parler, ni qae Totre 
HiO^^ c^^ aacan desseln d'entreprendre cette recherche; 
car ledit aienr Le Ifalre ne ddaire pas qne personne en 
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de diicovn, et comme 6taot enrienx de m'iiutraira et d'ap- 
prendre oe qn'il en B*it et Jnge par raisoD ponrolr Mrs fidt; 
leqae) m'a oonflrmi tout ce qit« deatu, «t qn'il avolt exoitA 
fen AmBqaerqne '), amlral de la flotte qni fit I'exptoit da d^tnrft 
de Gibraltar, de fUre cetto entrepriHi, leqnel s'y 6tolt rdaoln, 
dont 11 efpAroit bien, ponr ee qne le dit Anwqnenine Atoit 
fort eatenda anx navi^tiom, et ddaiieiLz d'aoqa6rir e«t 
honnenr, comme Hafrellan avoit hit ddeoavnuit 1« passag* 
dn o6ti dfl la mar da Bad; mais il moomt en ce e(»nbat. 
C'est k votre Hi^eatA de me commander oe qn'il ltd plait 
qne Je faeae en eet endroit La vfiritA est qa'<m ao pent 
rdpondre da eacote de cette entrepriie avec oertltade; Biaia 
11 eat bien rrai qne dte loof: temps Le Haire a'est inform^ 
de ee qn'on poavait espArer de tt^e catrepriae, et qa'il eat 
tenn ponr hcmme Afiai et Indnatrieox; pnis on n'y hasanl»- 
rolt pas beaocoap. Qnand FerdlnaBd regat Tavia de Chrittopbt 
CJolomb, et Ini St dqniper trois navina poor aUer an roymfft 
dm lodss d'Ooeident, rentrofsiae aemblolt ^Lcore ponr lora 
phia incotaine, et tona lea antrea pot«ntata anxqoela oet 
homme s'Moit adreaad a'en ^toient moqnte, jn^eaat son eotre- 
prlae imposalble; et tontefoia elle a prodalt an si grand 
Q-oit Ceet anasi Tavia de Flandna et d'aatrea g:6ognq>faes, 
qni ont dcrit qoe dn cM6 dn nord il y a eacore beaoeoiqt 
de teires qni n'ont £tA dtoonvertes, leaqoeUea Dies pent 
rtaerrer h la gloire et an profit d'aatres prioeea, n'ayaat 
Toola toQt donner & la senle Eapagne. Qaand mfime 11 a'en 
ancoMeroit Hen, aera tonjonra oboee loaable de rav<dr 
Mittepria, et le repentir n'en sera Januda grand, piii8qa'<Hi y 
haaarde ai pea. 

Cette lettre 6tant aebevto, et mot prha de I'e&Toyer k votre 
H^jeatA, Le Maire m'a derechtf ^crit, et oaroy^ le m&ooire 
qal eat ci-Joint, leqael contlent nn dlaeoaia aaaes ample, 
enaemble lea ralaona de oe qae daaana. II me maode fareUla- 
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ment qa'ancniu de la compagnie des Indes, ayant £U avartlB 
qae TAnglais avoit conArt secrttement avec loi, sont entrds 
en apprdheoBioii qnll 8*611 voaloit aerrir et Temployer loi- 
mAme poor d^coarrir ee passage, qa'h cette occaaioo Us ont 
de DOQTeaa tralU avec Ini pour entreprendre la dite navigation 
Aka cette aniide, ayant cenx de la obambre d'Amsterdam 
terit h cet effet aax aotres chambres qal sont de la m&me 
compagnle poor le fiure appronver, arec dtelaradoD, s'fla le 
refbaent, qn'ils eatreprendont enx seola. Le Hatre ne laisse poor' 
tant d'exhorter votre HsjestA k cette entrepiise, me mandant 
qn'il a tm pUote, leqael a d^& fidt ce mtaie voyage, et est 
pins expMmentd et capable qne I'Anglals. Cest ft elle de 
commander son Intention. J'ai en plnslearB oonf&renees avec 
d'antres, etrit poor les voyages des Indes d'Orient on d'Oceident, 
et snis assnr^, qnand 11 Ini plaira d'y penser ft bon esclent, 
et pour en tirer da froit, qa'll y aura moyen de loi &ire 
avoir de trte-bons hommea, et fort ezpdrlmentds; qn'il y a 
ansal de ricbea marcbands lesqnels seront de la partie poor 
le commerce des Indes d'Orient, et plos volontiers encore si 
ce passage da noid est tronvA: mais, qnant anx Indea 
d'Oceident, ils tiennent tons qn'il y fant employer ud plas 
grand appareil de forces. U est vr^ qne le voyage est aossl 
beaacoap pine conrt; et cetu qal ont qaelqoe connoisaance 
des entrefwises qa'oo y peat dresser, ea promettant toat bon 
meete, doat lis disconroit avec de si bonnes raisons, qn'U 
y a sqjet d'y «iioater foi; j'en attendral see c(Hnniaudemeua, 
priant Diea, Sire, qn'il donne ft Sa imestd et Ji sa royale 
£uniUe toot twor et pro^i4rit& Votre etc 

P. JEANNIN. 

D» 1* Bm^ e» vfrngt-dnquUme Janvier 1&)9. 
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C (page 81). 

Prom Mr. P. van Datn'a Betchr^ving van den stoat en 
gdegenheid der Oott-Indiacke Com^agnie. 

1* Capittel, &• deeL foL 18 r>. 

,J>e vooraz. Hatsoo da&rop die reyse aangevonireii, en den 
6 April Qjjt Teasel in zee gelopen au'nde, outsgaders sUn 
conrs lan^ de Noortae knat na Nova Sembla gehoaden 
hebbende, heeft den 14 Ua^ de zee aldaar soo vol (js als 
in de Toorgaande jaeren gevonden, buIcx beeft lijj gereeol- 
veert, tegens s^n inBtroctie een andere wegh te eoecken 
door de straat Davids, werwaarts by dan is geseylt." 



D (page 32—34) 

From Mr, P. van Dam's Beschrijving van den stoat en 
gelegenkeid der Oost-Jndisehe Compagnie. 

CoNTBAOT imr Hbitht Hddbon. 

Op heden den 8 Janoai^ in 't jaar onsea Heeren een dayaent 
ses boDdert en negen syn met malkaoderen geaocordeert en 
overkomen de Bewinthebberen van de Oost-Indiache Com- 
pagnie van de earner van Amsterdam van de tie^jarige 
reeckeninge ter eenre, en Hr. Henry Hadaon, Engelsman, 
geassisteert met Jodocna Hondius ter andere syde, in maniere 
navolgende. Te weten: dat de voorsz. Bewinthebberen mettes 
eeraten Ballen eqnlpperen een acheepken of jaght, van omtrent 
dertigli laaten, waarmede de voom. HudsoD omtrent den 
eeraten van April, van volok, vivrea, en andere nootlijck- 
beden wel vooraien, aal seyien om passage te aoecken door 
't noorden, benoorden Nova Bembla om, en soo lange de 
longitodlne vervolgen, dat b^ sal konnen seyieo za^dwaart 
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tot op de hooghte ran Hetigh graden, en boo reel kenniBse 
van landen aim te bekomen als Bonder merckeltjok tUtrerlies 
Bal konnen ^reBChieden, en 1b 't doenl^ck stracks wederom 
keeren, om aan de Bewlnthebberen te doen getroaweiyt^ 
rapport en relaes van s(jn reyse, en overgeven sjjn Jonrnalen, 
eonrsen, kaerten en alles wat hem op de reyse wederraeren 
ia, Bonder ietB aghter t« hoaden. Op weleke aanstaende reyse 
de Bewinthebberen aan den voorsz. Hudson snllen betalen 
BOO tot etjn nUtmsthige op de voorsz, reijse, als tot onderhont 
van ^n vronw en klnderen, de somme van aght hondert 
golden, en Ingeralle (daar Godt voor s^) by in een jaar nlet 
wederomme hler te lande, of hler omtrent en qname te 
arriveren, aoUen de Bewintbebberen nogb aan svjn houaTronwe 
betalen twee hondert gl conrant, en atsdan aan hem en 
^ne erven niet vorder gehoaden sjjn, ten waere h^ daer na 
nogh mogbte komen te arriveren, ofte dat by blnnen 'sjaars 
gekomen waar, ende de paaaagle goet ende beqoaem, datse 
Comp* wederomme sonde gebmljcken, gevonden hadde, in 
welf^en geralle de Bewinthebberen aan den voom. Hndson 
voor BtJDe pericnlen, moe^jten en konste siillen reoompenseren 
tot haere discretie, waer mede den voom. Hndson te vredeu 
is. Ende Ingevalle de Bewinthebberen goetvonden alsdan 
deselve r^se te verrolgen en eontinaeren, is met den voom. 
Hndson geacoordeert en verdragen, dat by hler te lande ^n 
woonBtee met vronw en klnderen sal nemen, en hem van 
niemant anders als van de Comp* laten gebmijcken, en dat 
tot redelijckhc^ft en dlsoretle van de Bewinthebberen, die 
hem cock van den aelven vorderen dlenst alsdan in alle 
biUUckheiJt en redeiyckhelit beloven te vergenoegen en 
eontenteren. Alles Bonder argh of list. In kennisse der waei^ 
hetJt atJn hler van gemaeckt twee contracten van eenen tenenr, 
en bij beijde partQen onderteyckent, ala mede by Jodocns 
HondioB, als tolok en getn^ge. Datum als boven. 

Was geteeckent: IMrck van Os, L Poppe, Henry Hudson; 
lager atont: b^j my JottocnB Hondlna, ala getn^jge. 
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Ea (page 36). '' 

From: „Copiax>eck van Brieven" No. B {Ar^kf Ser 
Earner Zedand)*). 

Two letters addressed by the Chamber of Zeeland in 
1609, in which year that Chamber presided, to the 
Chamber of Amsterdam, in answer to a letter of the 
latter, dated March 11, 1609, concerning Hudson '). 

„Ber8ame, Wijae, voorsienl^he ende discrete. 

Wy hebben awe E. sohryTen van den 11 deser wel 
ODtfongen, by denweickea verstaen boe dat den EngelBoh- 
man Ur. Hataon Oroote dispoyten heeft gehadt Jegens 
den Eqnlpage-mr. Dierck Genitsa. op de gagie van de 
Ingelsehen die met liem sonden vaeren ende anderains 
meer tgene owe E. ii adviaerende. Daerop it deaea 
dienende Toor ons adrya ende antwoorde: dat alaoo den 
aelTen Hataon zyn afac^eyt beeft genomen aal gedeportteert 
biyven; ends alwaert dat hij van andere Beaolntle wierdt 
om de reyae te Toldoen, zoo en sal awe EL hem in geender- 
bande maniere aennemen maer gedeporteert iaten blijTen. 
Ende alaoo den aelven geadvanaaeert ia aekere penoingen 
ter aomma van vijffentwinticb pondt groote miu off meer, 
owe E. aal gelleven denaelven Hatsoo te oonatriDgeren bU 
maniere van Becbte off bfj aprebenaie tot reatitotie van de 
Toora. penningen, die bem de Comp* beeft geadvanaaeert. 

Uwe E. aal oock believen wt te aien naer eeo taervaren 
man om in de voors. Hatsons plaetase te nemen mat advys 
ende kennlaae van Fetnia Planciaa, opdat de Reyae met alien 
vlijt maoh worden gevoordert; daerop awe E. alle neer- 



>) The book ocmtainiBg oopies of the letteia written b; the Chamber 
of Anuteidun to Tariou bodies and individnali in Bniope begine with 
one dated April 18, 10S8. The euliet books are kirt. 

*) Tntnalatiaii. we p. 130. 
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sticheyt sal gelieven te doen ende gfoede opslcht te nemea, 
ten eynde dat bet te^n den beqoamen tfjt mach ^ereet 
weeen om te Tertre(^eii ende tseyle te gaen, welok wlj 
awe E. hoog:elyck recommanderen, waeraen ons groote 
vriendtaohap sal geschieden. Hler made Eer same etc.: ■) 



„Camere van Amstelredam *). 

Wy hebben awe E. mlsayve van data 11 deser grUter- 
avoDt wel ontfoDgen ende dMen dach in onse vergaderinge 
in deliberatie geleyt 

Wy syn aeere verwondert int vremt comportemeat van 
Mr. Hatson ende hebben bevonden dat ongeraden Is hem 
op de reyBe te lateu gaen, want beglnt bij Ider onder onse 
oogen te mnyteneren wat sonde bU doen als bU van ons 
waer; daerom vinden raedsaem nwe £. hem de reyae soUe 
^toggen ende hem eysschen de gegeven 25 £ Vis. ende 
indien h)J die met vrentacbap nlet en wtlde restitaeren, dat 
Uwe E. met rechte hem daertoe Bollen dwingen. 

De Comp* Tinden raedsaem dat de reyse in alder manieren 
voortgae ende dat nwe E. snllen gelleven nytteeien naer 
een beqnaem, verstandlch ende ervaren peraoon op alsnioke 
reyse, die aennemende met bet advya van Flantins, op dat 
onse gedaene costen ende moyten zoot mogelijck is niet 
onvmcbtbaer en biyve. 

Dit hebben wQ niet connen nserlaten tTwe E. te verwit- 
tigen. Hiermede Eersame etc. data 14 Meert A° 1609, nyt 
den naem van de IT^" gesehreven. 

■) A line ii dnwn tbrongli the letter Knd & note in tbe Duu^in Btates : 
"Thii wu not Hnt, bat tbe one hereafter wu despBtohed." „DeH niet 
Toortgeeonden, kIsoo der don anderen biemae it Toortgegaen." 

*) TranaUtion, lee p. ItO. 
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Ee 

From Copieboeck*) 

letter to the Chamber of Amsterdam, of January 15, 
1609. 

,3elttngende het stack aeD^vangen denr Uwe E. om 
benoorden te aeylen naer Wayj^aela ende alsoo na China 
gedaen met den pUoot Hr. Thomas >) Hntson, wij en hebben 
daer Diet teffen dan ons bedanckeoa maer alsoo veel meer 
verloren cost sat gedaen worden, ende alwaert dear andere 
particaliere aengrevangen, w^ achten dat het de Comp« 
Diet prejndiciabel sal wesen naer odb gevoelen, ende dit sy 
Dwe E. Toor advya." 

Erf 

From Gopi^toeek**) 

Letter to the same, January 23, 1609. 

„Met onsen Toorgaenden van 15 deser bebben wy be- 
antwoort dien van Uwe E. van den 8 stante, toaeherende 
de vaert van Waygaeta, dan alzoo de aaecke van ghewiohte 
is hebben daer naer breederwegen op vergadert, ende is 
by den meerder deel gevonden, dat het vele swaericheden 
onderworpen is, eensdeels dat Tolgens bet octroy ons de 
vaerdt langs de Caep de bnena esperaoce als etrecho de 
magellanes bij de Heeren Staeten gegnndt is ende niet 
Toorder, waerop dat alle participanten die onder ons 
Borteren haer oogenmerck genomen hebben, ende off het 



>) A1m> to oalled in the BesolutioDi of tbe Amiterdim Chamber: 
..Adi 19 Jannurj 1609. 
Is geccsolvflort datmen mt. Tomu Hatoon aengeDomeii op de 
voyage van Noorden op rekeninge Tan uJDe gage aal gtisTen de 
•omme Tan Benhondert Tijftich golden." 
*) TruiBlatioB, aw p. 140. 
**) » .. ?■ 1*1. 
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Miden g^viel dan wel, qttestie off die participanteQ ons het 
selre aoaden ftproberen, alsoo dat ons bedonckens taelve 
meer een werck van particaliere beboort t« wesen alB van onae 
Comp*. Ten anderea aiaoo snlckea ^hewichtigea saecke 
behoort bU alle de cameren eeo besohii}vinge daer op fredaeo 
te werden, om alsoo gesameaderhiuidt te sien wat ten 
meesten oorbaer ende dieost van de Comp* soode mogen 
weseo, ende daerenboren zoo en coonen wjj niet bevlndea 
dat het de Comp" dieoBticb is nocb practicabel, ende 
boadeo roor seker dat 2o6 vele gelt sal int water geworpeo 
syn ende zoot by particnliere geanveert wert aohten dat het 
de Comp* niet pr^ndiclabel sal syn, mede, ende aoo der 
Bolcken aparentie waere ale den perscon aengeeft, die 
Comp* die den selven tot tweemael bebben wtgereedt, die 
en sonden hem om een daysent pondt groote niet verlegen 
laeten om de derde premie te bebben, dewyie zjj alreede 
de oncoBten van twee voyagien geieden hebben." 



From Beaolutiin van de Earner van Amsterdam:*) 

,^di 29 December Ao. 1608. 

Onime de Contracten metten Engelsman te maeoken ofte 
concipieren, ende de Brieven te concipieren om ande 
cameren te schr^ven syn geconeipieert <) Bra. Dirck van 
Os, Jan Poppe ende Arent ten Grotenbaya." 
Op denzelfden dag verden de BewindhebI>erB Harcos de 
Yogelaer en Jan Hermansz. gecommitteert „omme benelfens 
den BqnipagemeeBter Dirck Oenitsz. te sien nae een beqoaem 
scbeepgen tasscben 25 ende 35 laeten, daermede den Engels- 
man sal mogen varen." 



*) 8io, tot: gooomnittHit. 
*} Tnaslatum, sm p. 148. 
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P (page 86) 

From ReJicHutien van de XVII. 25 Sfaari 1609. 

iaBtractie Toor 't jaght naer Is gereaolveert dat diostractie 
Wat^ta Tarende dieDende voort jacht dat sal 

varen naer de Strate van Way- 
gala g^eBtipoleert etide geioaect 
sal werdea b^ de Camere tot 
Anuterdam. 



G (page 37) 

From Register der reaoli^Un van de vergaderlng der XVII 

van de Ooal-Indische Comp», hegmnende 9 Juli 1008 en 

eindigende 6 Juli 1623. 

Pag. 46. „1 September 1609. 

Poincten waer op de gedeputeerden van de respective 
Cameren der Oost-Iodischfl Comp" zullen vergaderen jeges 
deD eersten September anno 1609 naestcomende binnen der 
Btadt Middelborch om te resolveren 't gene ten meesten 
olrboor van de Comp^ sal goedtgevondeo werden. 



,Alaoo by voorg^aende resolatie" etc. 
Pag. B2. 



16. 

De gedepatoerden van de Camer tot Amsterdain aollen 
gelieveo made te brengen de ordre ende Instmctien, dier 
z^n gegeven aea het jacht de Qoede H<^ gevartn oaer 
de Weygadts. 
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In mmyine: 

Van 'tjtght naer Weig:atB gaesde. 

De gedepateerde der oamere van Anutordam bebben ter 
vergaderin£:e van de 17°" geexbibeert bet innehoaden van 
dU polnct, daer van aen de reapective Cameren wirdt ge- 
geveo Copye, soo van de loBtracUe aU van bet contract 
gemaect met Ur. Henderick Hodaon den pilote. 



H (pAgea 37 aod 38) 

From Mr. P. van Dam's Beschrjjving van den staat en 
gdegenhad der Ooat-Indiache Compagnie. 

!• Capittel, 5« deel, fol. 18 ▼<». 

„Welcken niettegenBtaaude, heeft dese Compagnie in den 
jaere 1609 een jagt van ODgeveer 30 lasten toegemst, mlts- 
gaders als scbipper daar op aangenomen eenen Ur. Henry 
Hadson, Engelsman, een ervaren pUoot, met ordro om de 
Tooraz. passagie te soecken door *t Noort en Noord Ooaten 
boTen Nova 8embla om, na de landen of straat van Ainam, 
ten minaten tot op de 60 graden benoorden de linie te 
seylen, en aUdan, of van de engte van Ainam, de tiJt snlcx 
lydende, wederom te keeren na deae landen, en wort bjj 
a^n inBtructie waders gelast, op geen andere wegen, of pas- 
Bagea te dencken, dan om door 'tvoorsE. Noorden en Noort 
OoBten boven Nova Sembla de wegh te vindeu, en dat met 
die verdere biJvoegingh, dat indieo 't toot dat maal niet wel 
sonde mogen gelacken, dat men in een andere re^se op 
een andere wegb sonde knnnen denken." 
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I (pages 59 and 60} 

U^aopboekje van ach^epe van 1603 tot en mti 1700 
(arch. K. Ametm.): 



Ja^bt Hope 



1608 den 15 
April 



1610 15 JnlU 
van de SpEUi- 
glaerden ge- 



wederom 
j^ecomen. 

A** 1611 den 2 May syn onder 't betegdt ran den 
Commandeur Laurens Reael nae Oostindien geseijlt 

1616 6 Hartii 
aen'tEylandt 

Haoritiaa 
▼erongelockt. 



Jaght 
halve maen 



gebleven. 



TJacht de hope groot lasten 
TJacbt de haloe mane . . 



MemoriaeP' (arch. E. Zeeland) 
Schepen wtgeuaren A" 1608 van Amsterdam 
Bcbipper 
Pieter Heeres. 
40 Schipper 

Hejjndrick Hoitsen 

Sepen {sic) gesonden onder commadr. Laureijna Real 

2 Mey 1611 van Amsterdam. 
1616 SMartUop 
Hanritlos 
verloren. 



Tschip Banda groot 



TJacht de halae 
Hane 



Schipper 
Roeloff Thiseen. 

Schipper 
Hells Andriess. 
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E (page 64—68) 

From E. van Metenn, Bdgitche oorlogen. tSti. 

Wy hflbben int voorgaende Boeck geseydt, dat de OoBt- 
Indische Bewintbebben in HoUant, in Heerte lest wtgesonden 
hadden, om passagie by bet Noort-oosten ofte Noort-westen 
te soecken nae China, te wet«n een cloec Kngela piloot, Heny 
HntBOQ ghenoemt, met eenen Vlieboot omtrent 18 ofte 20 man- 
nen Engelsche eude Nederlanders op bebbende, wel besorcht. 

Desen Herry Hateon is wt Texel wtgevaren den 6 April, 
1609. endd by dobbelde de Cabo van Norweghen den 5. Mey, 
ende bielt synen coers nae Nova Zembla lancz de Noortse 
cneten, maer vont aldaer de Zee eoo vol ^s, als voorgaende 
Jaer gevonden hadde, so dat ay de hope van dat jaer aldaer 
den meet verloren : waer over om de conde, die eenighe die 
wel in Ooet-Indien geweest waran qnalijck berdnren conden, 
zjjn sy twiatich ghewordeo onder den anderen, zjjnde Engelee 
ende Nederlanders, waer over de Schipper Hateon bun voor- 
hiel twee dinghen, d'eerste waa te gaen, op 40 graden aa de 
Costen van America, bier toe meest beweecbt door brievea 
ende Caerten, die een Capiteyn Smith hem wt Virginia geson- 
den hadde, daermede hy aeawees een Zee om om te varen 
bun zaytse Colonie aende Noortayde, ende van daer te gaen 
in een westerlijcke Zee, dat welcke aoo alao gheweest ware 
(alsoo ervarentheyt tot noch toe contrarie w(jst) sonde een 
aeer vorderllcke sake gheweest hebben, ende eenen corten 
wech om inde Indien varen. Den anderen voorslacb was, 
den wech te soecken door de strate Danis, dat welcke sy 
generalijcken besloten, dies den 14 Meye derwaerts toe Zeyl- 
den, ende qoamen met goeden wint den leateu Meye, aent 
eylant van Faro, daer sj aUeeniyck 24. uren overbrochten 
met versche water in te nemeu, vertreckende voeren totten 
18. Jniy tot op de Costen van nova Francia op 44 graden, 
daer sy moesten inloopen, om eenen nienwen voormast te 
becomeu den haren verlooren bebbende, die sy daer vonden 
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ende opstetden, sy vooden die plaetse beqnaflin om Cablwllaes 
te Tangheti als oock om trafitcqne van goede hnydeii ende 
Pelsen ofte weyerlnge dat aldaer om een cleyn dlnghen te 
becomen was, maer het Bchipvolck leefdea qa^ick mettet 
LaDtvolck, ding^heD met ghewelt Demeode, waerover twiBtlcb 
onder den anderen werdea, de Engelsche Treeseodfl sy ver- 
mant waren ende weecste, ende daeromme TreesdeD voorder 
te Tersoeckeii, aldns BCheyden sy van daer den 36. Jnlij ende 
hlelden de Zee tot derden Angnstj} ende qnamen by Lant op 
42 graden, van daer voeren Toorder tot 12. Aognstjj qnamen 
weder by Landt op de Latitude van 37 dry qaart, van daer 
bleldeD by Lant, tot dat wy qnamen op 40 en drle qnart 
graden, aldaer sy vonden eenen goeden inganck tnsBchen 
twee hoofden, ende voeren daerinne den 12. Septembris een 
alsoo scboonen Rieviere alsmen conde vinden wjjdt ende diepe 
ende goeden Ancker gront, ende was aea beyde syden, eynde- 
lyok qnamen op de Latitude van 42 graden ende 40 mlDaten 
met ban groot schip. Dan haer schlpboot voer hooger in 
de Rieviere. Voor in de Rieviere vonden sy cloeck ende 
weerbaer voick, maer binnen Int wtterst« vonden vrlendel^c 
ende beleeft vole, die veel Iijftocbt badden, ende veel vellen 
ende Pelterjjen, Maerters, Vossen ende veel ander commo- 
diteyten, vogelen, vmchten, eelve w(jndniyven, wltte ende 
roode ende bandelden beleefdelicken metten volcke ende 
brochten van alB wat mede, als sy no ontrent T\jftich mylen 
boocb op de rieviere gheweest hadden, zijn wedergekeert 
den vierden Octobris, ende hnn weder ter Zee begheven, 
daer hadde meer oonnen wtgherecht wordeo, hadde daer 
goeden wille int schipvolck gheweest ende mede ghebreck 
van eenighe Nootdmft snlcx niet verhindert. 

Id Zee hebben hon beraetslaecht, ende waren van ver- 
scheyden opinlen, de onderscbipper een Nederlander was 
van meyulnge, op torra nova te gaen verwlnteren ende de 
Noordtweste passagle van Danis te doorsoecken, daer was de 
Schipper Hateou tegen, die vreesde eyu gemntineert volck 
omdat sy by wylen hem roaweliok hadden ghedreycht, ende 
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mede, door de conde des wistere, ban ^heheel Bonden ver- 
teyren, ende dan tnoeteo keeren, veel vast votok teer ends 
sieckelijck, niemant nochtanB sprack van thays oae Hollaot 
te vareo, dat den schipper meerderhaodo acbterdenck gaf^ 
dies by Toorsloecb na Irlandt te varen verwinteren, daer By 
alle toestemden dan ten lesten ajn in Engheluit tot Dert- 
montb den 7 November grhecomen, van waer haer meesten 
de BewlDtbebbera in HoUant bebben baer reyse verwittioht, 
▼ooralach doende dat sy Tan bet Noortweate te gaen reiv 
BOecken, met 16 bondert golden in gelde meer in Nootdmft 
te besteden, beneffens den loon, ende dat gy Int Boblp alreede 
hadden, dlea wilde sea ofte seven van ^fn Tolek verandert 
hebben, tot 30 manoen tghetal opmakende, ete. ende Bonden 
van Dermontfa tseyle gaen omtrent eersten Heerte om int 
Noortweaten te weaen teglien deynde van Heerte, ende daer 
de maent van April ende half Heye over te brengen m«t 
Wal VlBBchen ende Beesten te dooden ontrent Kylaodt van 
Panar, ende dan na Noortweaten te varen, om aJdaer den 
tjjt over te brenghen tet hidf September, ende daer nae 
door bet Noort-ooaten ran Bcbotland weder te keeren na 
Hollant. AldoB la die rejTBe afgeloopen, ende eer de Bewindt- 
hebbera hebben connen geadverteert worden van haer oomate 
In Engelant, Ib door contrarie winden lange aengeloopen, 
ende hebben taohip ende volck ontboden ten eeraten thnya 
te comen, ende alBO taelfde aoade geacbieden, Ib den Bobippw 
Herry Hodaon van weg^en die overheyt aldaer, belaat niet 
te mogen vertrecken, maer dfenat te moeten doen, ztJn eygen 
lant, alBo mede da ander Eogelse die int schip waren, dat 
nochtana vreemt velen dnn^t, dat men de aohippera niet 
toelaten Bonde rekeolnge ende rapport te doene van haren 
dienat ende beaolgne, etc. aen ban meeatera ztjnde wtgSKHiden 
Toor tgbemeyne benefltie van alderhande navlgatten, dit 
geachlede in Janoario 1610, ende men achte, de EnghelBohe 
bem selve wilden mette aobopen nae Vlrgtna aenden ant 
daer, de voora. riviere TO(«der te venoetdwn. 
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L 

From Hetst^ Oerritsz.' ffudWH tract*). 
a. First edition Dutch. 1612. 

Haer also de Engelschen, na dese vooneyde toohtan van 
W. Barentsz. noch etlfjcke prmfttnckeD in 't NoordoosteD 
gfedaen hadden, so bebben de H. fi«winthebberen van d'Oost 
Indische compagnie nn eenige jaroD geleden, derwaert ge- 
Bonden eenen genaemt Hr. Hudson, die mlta dat hy in 't 
OoBten geen wech en vont, nae 't Westen geaeylt is, van 
daer by sonder profljt in Engheland ia aengecomen: daer 
nae als hem d'Engelscbe weder bebben nytgesonden, heeft 
hy merchelijck meerder Toorspoed ende minder gelnck 
ghehadt: want als hy naer veel moeytens ontrent 300 Dnyt- 
Bche mylen by Westen Terra de Baccalaos was gecomen, 
ende daer Winter lage gelegen hebbende op de boochte van 
52 grad. wlllende verder poogen, is hy, met al z^n Overhejrt 
op 't Schip, van 't Scbeep»-Tolck aen Land geset, die sonder 
verder te willen, t'hnis geoomen zjjn, diens af-tekeninghen 
wy a bier achter bygbeToeicbt bebben, hopende dat wy van 
de scbepen die nn denraert gesonden zjjn, nocb verder 
bescheyt ende tydlnge van een heele doorgang sullen be- 
comen, waer door sy aonden vercrygen een eeawigbe oer 
ende fama, .... 

De hope van dese oiea-gevonden doorgang of strate boven 
Terra nova van Hr. Hndson opgedaen, is ghesterckt door de 
getnygenissen der Virginianen ende Floridianen, die vastelick 
affirmeren ten Noordweaten ■) van baer Last een groote Zee 
te zijn, daer sy scbepen seggen gesien te bebben, gelijck de 
BChepen van d'Engelschen. 



>) The Lfttia «ditioi) of 1AI3 hu: ah Oeouu EitiTo. 
*) TnuisUtion from Hnller'B reprint, tmukted bj F. J. HiUud, 
pp. 6—7, we p. 143. 
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M (page 70—71) 

From Heasd Gerritaz.' Hudaon trmcL 

b. First ediiitm Dutch. 1612. 

Account printed on the back of the chart 

Ht. Hudson die ettel^cke malen WestwaertB een doorgan^b 
gbesocht heeft, hod zijn oogb-merck om door Lombleys Met 
in Fretnm Davis in een doorgaende Zee te comen, gbeUJck 
wy snlcz in zijo Caerte by M^- Flantiiis geslen hsbbende, 
by westen Nova Albion in Har del Zor te loopen, daer een 
E^ghels man, boo by gbeteeckent bad, door gbepaseeert was. 
Maer nae reel moeytenB heeft by dese wech, die hier op 
dees Caerte gbeteeckent Btaet, gevonden, die by Tervolcht 
sonde bebben, badde 't gbemeen Scheeps-voick niet boo on- 
willicb gbeireest: want also sy wel 10 maenden nytgeweest 
hadden, daeree nochtuu maer voor 8 maenden gevictalieert 
waren, ende op de beele wecb maer een man gbesien bebben, 
die baer een groot Dier brocht dat sy aten ; die, om dat by 
qtial^jck ghetracteert wiert, niet weer en qnam, boo iBset 
gemeen 8cheeps-Tolck (alB By weder vande boochte van 52 gr. 
daer sy verwlnterden, tot op de boochte van 60 grad. langhs 
de West-zyde vande Baye, daer sy in geloopen waren) op- 
gfaeclommen, daer sy een myme Zee ende groote baren ayten 
Noordwesten vemamen, endelick tegens baer Heesiers op- 
gestaen, die vorder voort wilden, ende faebben d' Orerbeyt 
altesamen in een Sloep ofte schayt bnyten scbeeps gheeet, 
ende zjjn alsoo met bet Bcbip nae Enggelant geseylt: Hierom 
2i]n sy, ale ey t' hays qnamen, altesamen in prison gbeset, 
ende dese Scmker zUnder op niens Bcbepen ter ordonnantie 
Tan den Coningh ende den Prince van Wallis derwaerts 
ghesonden, om de doorgangh verder t' ontdecken, ende 
H'- Hndson met den zynen op te soecken: welt^e schepen 
bevel bebben om met hon tween, als de passagie ghevonden 
sal ^n, door te passeeren, ende een Vbays te senden met 
de tydingbe, die wy Terwachten. 
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From Hessel Qerritsz.' Hudson trad*), 
c. Fir$t Latin edition. 1612. 
Prom the prolegomena. 

Qnonlfun vero etiam post navigatioiiM pmdleta* Oallelmi 
Bernardi, vlam ilUm aqniloiutrem allqnotleB Aof^I adbao 
tenUiTerant, viram fUtt aate trlenniam aimoe D.D. Indicn 
navigationlB FnefeetlB ed mlRere qaendam H. Had«oniim 
Ang'IotD, qbi cam Dallun ad Ortnin vlam, sed qjos Ticem 
Oeeanom invenisaet glacte pronas obatractom, ad OocaaOB 
defl«xlt, nade sine alio profecta Id Aogliam appolit Emismu 
aatem de novo ab Anglls, carra qoldem longft prosperiore, 
at deteriore tamen snccesaa oaas eat; com eaim poe^ Tariiw 
laboFM ultra Terram de fiaccalaos 300. clrciteo' milllaria 
Oocasam TeraoB emenins eBset, iDibiqoe ad altttadittem 
gradaatn 62. Jun hlbenusset, et nltertos tend«re c«rtas esset, 
ecce noD t««tam ip«e, Bed omnia etai Benatos (nt sic dixerim) 
naDticaa Boaphie ab importanle cantls impoeitns & in andaa 
demlBSOB, ipti Bine mora domam reverBi Bant Nos verO notas 
eJuB ad calcem hnjQs tibelli adjanximos, ceitiora per oavee 
eb Jam mlBBas, imt> optatom d« Freto proraoa perrlo nnnthun 
expectantea. Qnot navea hoc ipso tetemaw s(bi Aunam ae 
gloriam paratone aont 

Conflrmatnr htec Daper inventi ab Hndsono Bupra Terram 
NoTun tratiBitnB Bive Fret! e^b, Virglnianonim Floridano- 
nunqne coaoordiboa (tic) testimonjjs, diaertfe adfimuuitlTim, 
terraa bom ab Oc«asa nBtivo ^Ini vasto Ooeano, in qao & 
naTet AngUoaoarmn slmileB vlderlnt 



•) Ttmndktioii from Ashn, pp. 181— IH, bm pp. liS— IM. 
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From Hes»«l Garrit$z.' ffudnm trad*). 

d. First Latin edition. 1612. 

PellciasfnuB AngUcn gentts BxpedWonM maritiinn, et prot- 
perrimi qnlbos in tjs lut BQCcesans, eos ad nrioref qnoqas 
profBcUones tentandas nu^a magisqae extinmlanint. nam 
pneter crebra BBonim ad Ortnm et Novam Zemblam Qran- 
landiamq; itinera, perpetn6 fert laboranmt in investigaiido 
ad Oecldeotem, Cbinam atqne laponam Terans, tracBitn, edve 
Frato, Idqne ralicto ad leTam Beptemtrionali Antericie Uttora, 
oecupata jam lliic A colonfjs biUb insessa Vlrerinia. Viam verO, 
qnam eonnn pleilqae in Freto hoe ladag^aiido in|fress( snnt, 
Mcntu est anno 1602. Capltanena qsoqae Q«or|^ Winwood, 
qui qolDqaingvntas {He) fert Anglicaa leaoas in Preto Davla 
rarmim dMmrm ra^toa, et pne ^acie tandem ooaettu rstro- 
irredi, tantavit oum per sinnm illom, qnem An^ lAmlea Inlflt 
appellant, sob ifradibfu nno et Bexaglnta positam, inTeuira 
fbrti posset (^tatam viam, sod eentsra in eo leocas Hypa- 
fricmn Tentu progreBsns, pedem & hine qaoqtte retnllt, turn 
qnod diotarna ttlneria molestia naatieam Tnlgna esMt attritaa, 
torn quod statolnet lastrare & alloB dnos sinaB inter Lsmlea 
Inlet A B»cealaoB, nnde exetmtem TidlsBet ingentem finzam, 
pro vt constat ex ^jos Bphemeridlbns, qnas U. Fetnu FlaoolsB, 
earioBisetmiu taltnm novitatom inTestigator, tradidit H. Henrleo 
Hndeono Anglo, Amterodaml per Id tempuB, anno Tidelieet 
1609, agenti, &, Indies narigatlonis Fnefeotifl, in qiusrendo 
anpra N<rv«m Zemlam tran^tn, operam ImpenBnro, qoi A 
Ipie com ad Ortnm nil yrOkxAaiBt, ad oocasnm r«cta deflozlt, 
dennC) tentatoniB tlhnn a Ci^taneo Winwood quealtsm 
dettneaturnqtie meatom, poet centom plna minna lenoamm 
angustlas, in amplam tandem pelagna deafsmtem, quod ipaom 



*) TmuUtioB from Aabor, pp. 18G— 189, Me pp. IM— 14A. 
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marfl hlc aofiter Hndsonns speraverat fore perrinm, licet 
coDtr&riam ei, ex relatloiie cqJnBdfun, qal occidentale maris 
ipsitu littoa adnavigaverat, Idem Plancins ostendlsset. 

Hadsonns, cam ne hoc qaidem itioere qoldqaam memoria 
dlgnnm geBslaset, anno proximo insecnto I&IO, a popolatibas ' 
Bois mrBom emisaoa est, &, aecataa illom in Lmoles Inlet sibl 
a Qeorgio Winwod ex parte calcatom tramitem, post mnhas 
tandem moleatias, fretam hoc stiperavit, et ad grados 50, et 
51, progressos est, abl &, hibemavit, atqne hie demom, com 
alioqni nolloa toto itiuere obrios nsqoam habnisset homines, 
accesalt ad enm yir, qni beetiam qoandain & neaclo quid 
pnetere& adferret in commeatnm crlssio Hexicano sea lapo- 
nensi acclnotas. onde se non procal a terris Hexlcanis abesae 
noster lUlcd BospicatoB est. vir aotem ille, param oomiter 
tanc exceptos, nanqaam poBte& red^jt. Qoare Angli, com 
pr»ter octlmestrem Ulam, qnem secam advexeront oommea- 
tnm, nihil alionde nandBcerentor, 6 siaa, qem erant ingreasln, 
occidentale legentea littas, Beptemtrionem TersoB excarrerant 
ad gradae 63. & 63. abi & mare invenerant latd difftisnm, 
A grandioreB ab Caaro impolaoa flnctos, qa» Hadaono qoidem 
& Benatoi naatioo animos erat olterioa indagandi ; sed re&a- 
gantee navales Bo<^j, qaod bimestri jam Bpatio, altra qnam 
de annona prospectam esset, dome abfaiaaent, insarrexere 
tandem in snos FrcefectoB, atqae Hadsonom an& com anla 
acapha expOBaenmt in mare: ipsi ver6 qna venerant navi, 
anno 1611. SeptembrI mense, domam reverst aant, abi in 
carcerem hac de caosaa oompacti, tantisper asserrantar, dam 
inveniatar Pnefectos, qaem reqoirere jasBte sant tres ille 
naves, qoaa emiserant hac ipsa Bstate 6er.o">* Walliffi Princeps 
A, mercatores, tnuuitam pleni perloBtratoras. ac pemaviga- 
toras, qaanun nni injnnctam, at detecto ad plenom meata 
recarrat, nnnttam illad tarn dla desideratnm felidter allatara, 
qaod in horas none expectatnr. 
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P (page 48-61) ■) 

From Hetsd Oerrittz.' Hudson tract. 

e. Second Dutch edition. 1612. 

Verhael van d' ontdedanghe van de ntai-gheaoehte Slrate 
in 't Noordweaten, om ie seyUn boven langhs de Landen 
txm America, nae China ende lapon; ghedaen door Mr- 
Bendrik Hudson Engltels-man. 

De gbelnckighe reysen der EogbelBsen, die haerlayden 
dickwils groote proflten toeghebracht bebbeu, hebben de 
haere hoe langhs hoe meer verweckt tot meerder ende verder 
oadersoeckmgen, waer haer profit ende rfjckdom son mo- 
ghen gheleghen z^jn, want bebalven hare moeyelvjcke tochten 
in t'Ooflteu in Hoacovla Nova Zemla, ende Groenland en 
hebben ay schier noyt gfaemst om In t'westen (daer sy haer 
woonplaetsen gemaeekt hebben In de Virginlaa) een door- 
gangh te Boecken tasseben Groenland ende Nova Francis, 
welcke wegh haer alt^d (tot voor desen) ghebracfat heeft al 
heel noordwaert in de konde en in t'yB, tot op de hoogte 
van 70 ende 80 graden, ende na baren eersten soecker 
Joannes Davis altoos is ghenoemt gheweeat. De laetste die 
daer op geweest tieeft is Capiteyn Oeorghe Weymonth, die 
anno 1602. irel 600 legnen in die strate gheseylt heeft, docfa 
door fyB was by ghedwongen (gfaelljck als oock d'andere 
voor hem) weder te keeren. Dan beproevende waer hem 
t'ghelock beter witde dienen, is, hy ter zyden op de hoogte 
van 61. grad in Lnmleys Inlet gheseylt, daer hy west ten 
znyen aenghegaen faeeft omtrent 100 legnen, waer oa hy 
teghen t'land komende ende gheen doorgang siende, door 
zyn volex swackheyd ende anders beweeght ts weder te 

■) The tniuUtioD ii thkt of tbe lAtin edition of 1613. The truuUtion 
of tbe Dateh ntuttioiiB hu been added tnm Aahn. p. 193. 
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keeren, bedocbt z^nde om noch te beeoeoken aodere twee 
Inganghen, deer hy veet waters met gmote Bb^wm had g^he- 
Bieu nytkomen, ghelegen zynde tassehen daer ende Baccalaot. 

Dese reyse, fdboewel sy datmaet niet reel nuts en dede, 
heeft nochtans veroonaeckt, dat de JonrDalen vaii dien, die 
de CapiteTn Georybe Weymouth ghegheren had den ghe- 
leerdeu D, P. Pltuicins (dat een seer vlytlgh opsoecker Is 
van alle olenwigbeyd, eenighsins dienende tot nattigbeyd 
van onses lands Zeevaert) ghedlent hebbeh tot aenw^s voor 
Hr. Hendiiok Hadson tot de opeoecklnge van dese soo seer 
gbeacbte ende gberoemde strate. 

Want als de selve Hadson t'Amsterdam was an. 1609. 
(dies mda dat by aennam In dienst van de Compagnle van 
Oost Indien een reyse te doen om een wegh te vinden uae 
China ende Cathay boven Nova Z^emla om) beeft hy deee 
Joumalen van D. P. Plaacins met groot bebagben bekomen, 
waer in oock boBChreven is de reyse van G. Weymonth door 
de engte boven de Virginias tot in de groote zee die daer 
binnen in t'land la gfaeleghm, ende na sommiger oplnle 
sonde doorgaeu, Dan J). V, Plandos bad bet tegendeel daer 
af sen Hndson vertoont ayt t'relas van eenen die in t'westen 
aen de overzyde van die zee geweeet bad. Hadson dan op 
sijn reyse In t'oosten na Nova Zemla nlet vlndende anders 
dan ys, Is na t'westen gbeseylt om te besidn wat daer voor 
hem te vinden was, niet gaende den rediten wegh (soo men 
hier zeyt) om deee landen geen dienst te doen, ende heeft 
in Nova Franda wat velwerck gbemangbelt, waer met by la 
wederghekomen in Engbeland, daer beklaeght ziJnde tegen't 
nnt van z^n Vaderland gbedaen te bebben, heeft hy van 
niens een reyse aengen<men tot naerder opsoeoklngbe van 
de strate in f westen, ende zi}n gangh nemende nae Fretom 
Davis anno 1610, is hy op de boochte van 61 graden t'pat 
Inghegaen daer George Wesrmonth gheweest had, ende heeft 
aldaer beseylt al de costen van de strate die bier in dese 
afjae oaerte gb^ekent staen, diene booghte leyt op de SS^c 
gi-aed, van waer hy zayd aen gegaen is tot op de 52^ graad 
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daer hy verwintert heeft, eode tsd daer woder-fceer^iMlfi I* 
by by de west-wal langs de 60 gr& (tic) gheclommeD, ende 
west-waert veertich mylen wee^ aeyleode, vondea sy niet 
dan myme zee ende groote baeren ayt den noordooBten, dst 
Hudson goede hope gaf van al heel de Bw&righeyd over 
gbekomen te ziJD, Oaerom by al vorder Toort wUde, maer 
d'onwiUigheyd tau t'Bcheepivolck groot gheworden ^ud«, 
OTenuits den booger, of om dat ey qnalijck gevictaiUeert 
waren, ende daer maer gheschickt en was op acfat maenden, 
Bonder dat sy yet beqBamen op de gheheele wegh dan een 
beest, dat een Indlaen met bracht (die met eon Hexlcaansche 
erls oft Tlammighe poignaert ghewapent was, [daer wt dattet 
BcbiJnt die oatie daer ts lande ghemeenschap te hebben met 
die aen de znyder-zee ■)] de onwllligbeyd (segb iok) van t'vol^ 
groot j^eworden z^nde, hebben sy d'oyerheyd te samen In 
een scbayt bnylen boord gheset, ende voorts laten dryren 
op Oods ghateyde, zjjnde selve rechts weeg^ naer Engeland 
gheseylt, daer sy in prison ziia gheset tot dat haeren Capl- 
teyu Hadson sal wederghebr^cht z^n, [die ghesocbt wort 
ran de acheepjens die dese somer derwaert gesonden z^jn 
van de Cooployden ende van den Prince van WalUs diie 
daer de band aen boat, soo gheseyt wort, Welcbe scheepjens 
men meent niet te sallen wederkomen eer sy al heel sullen 
tot in ]lar del Zor geweest hebben, daer wy haer ghelnck 
toe weaacheni)]. 

Finis. 



") [ ] "Whereftom it appears ttuit the people of that conntrj havB 
■ome oommniuoatioii vEth those along the Faciflo ooean." 

^ [ ] "he ia being M«rrii«d for by the ships whidi hare bMU sent 
oat this Bommer bj the m«roha&ts and bj the Priaoc of Waive, who is 
■ud to aasist them. These ahips are not e^ieated to retiun befbn the? 
will have boen in Uare del Znr. We viih them good laafc". 
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Q (page 48-61) 

From Htasel Gerritsz.' Hudaon trad. 

f. Second Latin edition. 1613. 

FeliclsBinue Angtorum oavij^atlonea, A prosperrimi, eamm 
BOCceBsiiB, magis ac magia isti geoti Btiiniiliim addidernat, nt 
facile omnia tsedla devorarint et oovaa detectlonea snsceperint, 
que lic«t labortoaiesinuB faerint in Orientem ad ora Moscoris, 
Nov» ZemlfB A Qroenlandln, nihlloniiDiiB deaadamnt in 
partibuB Occldentalibna (occnpatA. Jam etiam illic, & colonys 
boIb insesoa Virginia) nt aibl transitom, intra Oroenlandiain, 
&. Novam Frandam qonrerent sed fnistrft bactenna, sednctl 
vift in Septemtrionem obdnctA nivibxiB & glade, eloboratnm 
est, naqne ad altdtadinem aeptnagiuta, ant octaginta gradnam, 
nomeuqne tnudt Fretnm ab inventore prime Joanne Davig, 
poatremnB qai Idem iter Inatitatt, pnefactns fait GeorgioB 
Weymontb, qui anno millesimo aexcentesimo aecnndo qain- 
gentaa lencas naviga&do emenans eat, aed glaciei copi& coactoa 
est, nt A aiy anteceasores, in patriam redire. Bed ne initns 
plane eaaet conatna, naviganB denno, ad altitadinem, aexa^nta, 
&, nniaB gradna, per ainom qnem AngU LnmleB Inlet dicnnt, 
ibi ob occidente in meridiem deflectena centum lencaa, poatea 
objectn terre, tranaitnm non inTeniens, imbecillitate aoclomm, 
aiysqae de causlB, coactng est revert! nihilominns &, dnos 
allOB sinna Inatravit, non aine maxima aqnamm copla marla 
inatar, &, maxlmo flnxn et reflnzn, intra terram banc, et earn 
qoam Baccalaos appellant. 

Hiec navigatio licet tnm temporia, Totis, non reaponderit, 
tamen Diaria GteorgjJ Weymontb (qnie Incidemnt in manns D. 
F. Pianty cnriosissimi renun novarom investigatoila, in uanm 
patrle tat^os nostne reiqne Naotica) nsni faemnt maximo, 
H. Hndsoni, in investigatlone bnjns famoaiaslmi Freti, com 
enim anno millesimo sexeentesimo. & none, ille ageret com 
Pnefecds Indlcn naTigationis, de via inqnirenda in Chinam 
et Catahayam, snpra Novam Zemlam, tuec & D. P. Plautio im- 
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pettavlt Diaria, ex qnibiu totnm latad Iter (3«orgU WeymoaHi 
per angoBtlas sapra Vir^iniain didicit, naqne ad Oceannm, 
qui earn allnit, hlnc Ista opinio iiiTalnit, liac vlft boIA patere 
aditnm ad Indoa; Bed qnam fkllax sit, docait ilium D. P. 
Plantias, ex relatn cn^OBdam, qni ia parte Occidental!, terrain 
ease coDtinentem aaseverarat, eamqae lostrarat. Hndsonoa 
DibUominos in Oriente, & Nov& Zeinlk, viam sibi h glacie, 
nivibns, priecliuani videna, in Occidentem navigarlt, at quid 
qwi Bapereeset inqnireret; non recto Itinere (at bic fertar) 
nt patrin boic noatne, et Fnefectia prodeBBOt, t&ntnm in 
Norft Francift merciboB boIb commatatis, pro pelUbna, Balvns 
in Angliam reveraos eat, ibiqae acooBatoa in detrimentam 
Patriffi Anglbe navij^atlones snaa institaisse; Iteroin Iter 
BUBcepit, noD minori studio de transtta inveatljt^ando in Occi- 
dente, tendena In Fretam Davia, anno millesiino BexoeDtesimo 
« dicimo, oaqne ad altitadinem onlos & aexaginta gradaam, 
ingresaaB Bemltam George Weymoath, omoea oraB laatravlt, 
bac in tabalft delineataa, oaqne ad gradna aexaginta trea, 
deflezit in Meridiem asqae ad gradns quinqoa^ta qoataor, 
sob t]B hybemaTit, solvena iBtlno littns Occidentale legens, 
asoendlt osqae ad gradom Bexagesimam, recta navigans 
qoadraginta leofiaa, amplom pelagns deprebendit, flactibaa a 
Caaro agitatis saperbiens: Ex bis non exigna apea transeandl 
Hndsono affaldt, nee volnntas Seoatoi nantico defoit, sed 
fastidiam, et malevolentia Bociorem acmpalam ii^ecere, ob 
TictoB inoptam, com Us tatam In octo mensea proapectom 
esset, nihUqne toto itinere alimento dignnm in manoa eonim 
inoideret, niai fort^ Indoa qoidam, qni Crissio Mexicano, sea 
laponensi armataa, feram attollt, ex qao Hndaonas conijclebat, 
ae non longfe a Mexioania abesse, qaoram arma, & commercia 
Tideret Tandon pnevalnit Bocioram malevolentia, qai Had- 
Bonam, cam rellqal pmfectis scapb& expoanernnt in mare, 
ipai patriam petieere, qoam com appnliaaent, ob acelus com- 
misBom in carceres detniai annt, ibiqae detinentur, d6nec 
Pnefectas eorom Hadaonns eatvos sola restitaatnr, ab ^», 
qaibas id negotij saperioii anno milleaimo, aexcenteaimo, & 
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daodecimo, JOBsa PribdptB WiUliB ^ memcffito, «t frmtin* 
tomm Roseiie navlgatloDi! commlssnm est, de qnorom redlta 
hactenaB Dlhil Inaoditnii), hincBpesaliqtiftafltilgettetMaBgaBtlM 
illas snperaoae nee JadieamnB qvld oerti tios inandlcatM 
prmsqnam ex Indi& Orientali redlerlat, ant abl emu Chiaeb- 
aibns, ant lapoDeneibas btm tnmse^riBt, ead«iBqae tU tn 
AOffliftm redleiint: quod fBlix et fasstam sit praoamor atd&6. 
Nee feiTor Iste in noetriB AmaterodameBsibms deferbolt 
plaD6 saperioribOH enim menBibas ab tl" emissa est navis, 
eo tantnm fine, nt de transitu, vel Freto Hadsoni inqttireret, 
& nam commerc^ Iocub Bit In istis orla, b1 Tero eTantns votia 
non respondeat, in oris Norte Francift Begotiabantur. 



R 

From J. De La^a Nieutoe WereU. *} 

Page 83-84 

Wat de eerste ontdecklnge belangt, in den Jare 1800. 
sonden de Bewiutfaebbers van de geoctroj^'eerde Oost-Indlacbe 
compagnie bet jacht de faalvv Blane, daer voor sohlpper ead« 
koopman op voer Hendriok Hudson, om int Noordt Oosten 
een door-ganc naer (%tna te soeeken; dan sy veraaderdM 
van eonrs, etade ataken over naer Nova SVancta, «ide de 
banok van TeTrenenf gbepasaeert hebbende o^ de 4S. grad. 
eude 23. miBnt genaeckteU t' landt net een W. N. W. ^de 
N. W. conrs op de 44. grad. «nde 15. mlnnten, ende U^deti 
daer by sekere WiMen, by de w«loke, eoo «y vM«K>Ddera, de 
Prancoysen jaerl(jckz komen haBdeten : van MeT keerden ay 
Snydtwaert op tot datse met een 8. 8i W. ende 6. W. MB 

•) TntnBtatioQ, see pp. U6— 150, from GolIectiotiB of tbe New Yatk 
Hist. Society. Sd. Series. Vol. I. pp. 38g~i91 and 899— 301. AaherliM 
the Mme tranglation thoi:gh with tb« text of Uie Snd. Datdh edition, 
vhici o*ase« some sl^t diTet^enoie*. 
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8. fUf^ wedar t' iaaAt ghevau* wierdeD op de 41. gtni. 
eDda ti. Bilnaten, irelc ajr meynden een EyUndt te wessD, 
ead* B»TeBt des BMsm vaB NieoTV-Hollandt, dan bevonden 
(Uer aur dat het Gap Cod was, ande dat bet naer haer 
beeteek wel v^f eo Bavenlich n^Ieo Westaiycker legbt, ato 
In alio Caerten ghcetelt wort Van hler Torrielen sy tot 
de 37. graden ende 15. minatea, alwaer By weder lant aagea, 
ende streokte hem S. ende N. is een vlacke cnste, enda 
daar ttreet een Imuic langs da cnate hanen, waer binnen 
bat 8. y. 10. 11. 7. ettda 6i. vadem diep is sandt-grond : 8y 
noamdui desa plaetse d« drooghe Caep. Daer naer Noordt- 
waert aen loopeode, gbenaeckten sy weder t' landt op acbt 
ea dartleh graden ende negben minnten, ende was een wit 
saodt^strandt, ende binnea vol groene boomen, streokte daer 
N. N. O. ende S. 8. W. ontrent acbt myi^i, ende dan 8. ende 
N. seven mijlen, ende voort 8. O. ende N. W. vyf mijlen; 
M^ldaD al laug^iB de wal Noorden aen, tot dat ay aen een 
pant qoamen, ende t'landt strei^te doen W. N. W. ende was 
een baye daer eenighe Tievtereo in qnamen, van desen boeofc 
aagan sy laadt naer t' 0. N. 0. welck ay meynden een Eyiandt 
te waB«i, dan bevcmden bet vaste landt, ende den tweeden 
hoec van die baye, c^ de hoogte van 88. grad. ende 64. 
mlnnt. ende alaoo ay baer conra N. W. tea N. aen stelden, 
v(»deD ay baer aelven gbeinbayct ende gonoeteu veel bar- 
ningen, aoo dat ay 8. B. 0. weder nytstonden: sy vennoedeo 
datter ew groote lievier moet nytloopen, door de groote 
Btroom die daer aytsette, ende dese sanden ende droogten 
verooraaeckte: bielent van bier voorts langs de wal, was wit 
sant-atrant, ende binnen al verdroncken lant, ende 't binnen 
landt al vol boomen, etreckte N. O, ten H, ende S. W, ten 
8, daer naer atreekte N. ten, 0, ende was faoogher landt ala 
jy necb g^Mstoi badden, tot aen eenen boogben boeck, achter 
de welcke een baye legbt, alwaer sy op de reede Uepen, 
acbter «eii leegben sandt-boeck, <^ de veerticb graden ende 
MhttiiBn minnten ( daer qnaaeD twee Wilden by baer in Elands 
Fellan j^Mkiaet, 4ie baar aUe teaokenen va^ Tiientsobi^ 
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bethoonden, vonden daer aent landt menichte van blaa Pray- 
men, ende de BcbooDtte Eycken van lengbte eade dicfcte die 
men Blen konde, FopUeren, LoDen, ende alderbande boodt dat 
vaD noode is tot de schepen t« boawen; voeren ran hica* 
N. ten 0. aen, ende de rlevlere op tot by de diy en reertioh 
graden by Noorden de Linle, alwaer de rievler heel nanw 
werdt ende ondiep, soo dat sy te rogghe keerdeu. Naer sUe 
t' gbene By konden oordeelen ende berlndec, soo en waren 
In dit qnartier nocb noyt eeoighe schepen ofte Christenen 
gheweest, soo dat sy de eerste waren die deae rievier ont- 
deekten, ende boo hooghe op voeren. Hendrick Hodaon met 
dit raport weder ghekeert ^ude t' Amsterdam, aoo hebben 
eenighe Eoop-lieden In den jare 1610. weder een schip der- 
waerts gbesonden, te weten naer dese tweede rleTier, deweicke 
sy den naem geven van de Hanliattes; van weghen de natie 
van Wilden die aen t' beghin van dese rieviere woonen: 
ende In de volghende jaren hebben de Ho. Hog. Heeren 
Btaten Generael aen dese Koop-lieden Octroy verleent om 
alleen op dese rieviere te mogben varen ende den handel 
diiJTeD: waer over in den Jare 1615. boven op de voor- 
noemde rieviere een Redonte ofte Forl^len wierdt gheleg^t 
met een kleyne besettingtae, daer wy hier naer nocfa sullen 
van spreken; ende is dese vaert by de onse slnts jaeriycka 
ghecondnneert, ende door-gaens van ons volck daer bl^ven 
legghen om den handel met de Wilden te drtjven; waer 
door dit qoartier ten rechten den naem van Niew-Nederlandt 
heeft verkkreghen. 

Page 88—89 

Hendrick Hadson die dese rieviere eerst heeft ontdeckt, 
ende alle die naerderliant daer hebben gheweest, weten 
wonder te seggben van de scboone boomen die hier wassen : 
de aelve beschrljft ons de manieren ende ghestalte van t' 
Tolck, welck by stracx binnen de baye vondt aldoa; Ala lok 
aent landt qnam, stonden alle de Bwarten m songben op 
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hare w^se; haer Ueederen Byn vellen van Voaseo eode 
ondere beesten die ey bereyden, ende maken kleederen van 
veUen, van allerhande sorterlnghen, haer eten is Toroxm 
tarwe, daer sy koecken vao backeo, ende ia goet eeten; 
qaamen al te met aen boordt d'een voor d'onder naer, met 
haer pranwen van een beel hoodt ^hemaeckt; haer gheweer 
is boghen ende ptjlen met scharpe steentjens vooraen, die ay 
daer aen vast maken met spiegel barat; hadden daer geen 
hnysmi, allepen al onder den blaenwen Hemel, sommighe op 
mat^ens aen malkanderen gbewroght van bieaen, sommighe 
op bladeren van boomen, draghen alt^ts al haer goet met 
hear, datse hebben, als eten ende groenen Toback welck 
sterc ia ende goet om nemen; sch^jnt Triendel^ok volck te 
zlJD, dan is seer gheneghen tot stelen, ende sabtiel om wegh 
te halen allea t' gheene baer aenstaet. Op de hooghte van 
veertich graden ende acht en veertlob minnten, al waer de 
Wilde seer schoone oesters aen syn schip brachten, ghetnycbt 
de Tooivnoemde Hndson van t' landt aldoa ; Is soo schoonen 
landt alB men met voeten betreden mach, oTer*Tloedigb van 
alderbande hoodt, om schepen te bonwen, ende om groote 
vaten van te maken; t' vole hadde daer koperen Toback 
pypen, waer nyt it^ vennoede dat daer koper moet zi)n, 
alB oook yser naer der Wilden bednydinghe, dan ay en 
hebben gheen wetenet^ap om t'aelve te bereyden. De aelve 
^etnyght mede dat sy op de rievier allerhande rievier- 
viBch met de eegheti vongen, oock Jonghe Salm ende Stenr. 
Op de faoogbte van twee en veertlch graden ende acbthien 
mioiiten waa dito Hndson aen landt; Ick voer (seght hy) 
met een van haer pranwen aen landt, met een ondt man 
die daer overate was, van veertidi mana ende seventhlen 
vronwen, die ick daer aagh; in een bnya van baaten vim 
Ey(^en boomen wel ghemaeckt, ende rondtom soo gheiyck oft 
bet een verwelft hadde gheweeat, waa overvloedigh van Haiz 
ende Boonen vant voor-gaende jaer, ende daer lagb by bet 
hays wel soo veel te drooghen, ala dry scbepen mochten 
Toeren, sonder dat noch atondt en wies ; by bet htiya komende 
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werden twee niAmdiu ^hes^reyt om op te litten, eade Mr- 
Btondt eenighe gherichten voort ghebraoht, in roode hoaWn 
backen w«l gbemMobt, ende Bond«i tentondt twee nuumen 
Tiyt met booghen om wUdt te Bchletan, tmmhten twee Dnyren 
die By wel hM«t gheschooten hadden, Bloeghen terstondt (KkA 
eenen vetten bocdt, ende kregbeD bet rel af metter baest 
met BCbelpen die By ayt Iiet water kryghen, meendm dat 
ick die nacht by baer blifreD sonde, dan gtnck teratondt 
weder naert scblp; is bet soboonate l&ndt om te boawen, 
alB ick oy( miia. leyen met voeten betrat, ecde oo^ tbd 
alderhande boomen; ende is Beer goet volok, want does sy 
sagen dat i*^ oiet bl^Ten en wilde, meenden dat ick van 
baer boghen Teiraert was, namen de p^ien, braken die aen 
stncken ende worpen die lot Tier, etc 8y vondea daer cock 
'W^ngaerden ende Dmyven, Pompoenen ende andere vmobten. 
Wt welckes alleB ghenoecbsaem is af te oemen dat bet een 
Bcboon ende vmchtbaer qnartier iB, ende goet volck, als 
bet maer wel gheluuidelt wordt; docb seer Teranderlijck, 
ende van den selven aerdt als alle t' voldt van die Noorder 
qoM^eren. 
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Honourable, Wise, Prudent and Discreet Sirs, 

We duly received Your Honoure' letter of the 11th. 
inst. and learnt there&vm that the Engliahman, Mr. Hutsoo, 
had great dispute with Dierck G«rritBS ■), the chief 
boatswain, concerning the wages of the Englishmen 
who were to sail with him and such other matters as 
YY. HH. write of. Thereupon this serves as our advice 
and answer: that whereas the said Hutaon has taken 
his departure he shall remain dismissed; and even if 
he came to change his mind with respect to performing 
the journey YY. HH. shall in no wise engage him but 
leave him dismissed. And whereas there was advanced 
to him certain monies to the amount of twenty-five 
pounds more or less, YY. HH. shall compel the said 
Hutson, by law or arrest, to repay the aforesaid monies 
which the Comp. has advanced him. 

YY. HH. shall also look out for an experienced man 
to take the said Hutson's place, with the advice and 
knowledge of Petrus Plancius, in order that the voyage 
may be furthered with all diligence; in regard to which 
YY. HH. shall put forth every endeavour and take good 
care so that by the proper time all may be ready for 
departing and setting sail, we ei^oining this most earnestly 
upon YY. HH. aa being of great service to us. Herewith, 
Honourable Sirs, etc. 



') Engaged bj the Amsterdun Chucber io Angnat, ] 
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Amaterdam Chamber. 

We duly received Your Honours' letter of the llth. 
inst yesterday eveuing and considered it at our meeting 
to day. 

We are much surprised at Mr. Hudson's strange 
behaviour and consider it inadvisable to let him under- 
take the voyage, for if he begins to rebel here under 
our eyes what will he do if he is away from ua? We 
therefore consider it advuable that YY. HE. cancel his 
voyage and demand from htm the £ % Flemish given 
him and that, if he will not repay these amicably, 
YY. HH. shall compel him thereunto by law. 

The Comp. considers it advisable that the voyage 
shall in any case be proceeded with and that YY. HH. 
shall look out for a competent and sensible person, 
experienced in such voyages, engaging him with the 
advice of Plantius so that the expenses and trouble 
incurred may, if possible, not remain fruitless. 

This we have deemed it well to inform YY. HH. 

Herewith Honourable Sirs, etc. dated March 14, 1609; 
written in the name of the XVn. 



Ec 

Touching the agreement entered into by YY. HB. with 
the pilot Mr. Thomas ') Hudson to sail northwards to 
Weygaets and so to China, We have no objection thereto 



') Al«o so called in the ResolatioiiB of the Amsterdun CluunW. 

-This dsj Jannuj 19, 1609. 

It wag reeolved that Hr, Tomai HnlaoD, engaged for the noithem 
vojagBi h« giTSD tke aoB of oiu bandced aiid flftj gvildan «b Maonnt 
of his vagei. 
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except our belief that it will be but so much more kwt 
expense. And even if it were undertaken by other private 
individuals we do not believe it would be prejudicial to 
the Comp., and this is for Your Honours' guidance. 



Ed 

In our pteceding letter of the 15th. inst. we answered 
Your Honours' of the 8th. touching the voyage to 
Waygaats, but as the matter was of moment we deli- 
berated further thereupon, and it was considered by the 
majority to be connected with much diiflculty. Firstly, 
since according to the Cliarter, we are by the States 
accorded navigation along the Gape of Glood Hope and 
Uagellan's Straits, but no further; which object is the 
aim of all the sharehcdders in our body, and if it turned 
out other than well, it is questionable whether those 
shareholders would approve of it, especially as in our 
opinion it is more an affair for private individuals than 
for our Comp. Secondly, since upon such weighty matters 
aa opinion should be given by all the Chambers in order 
that it may be seen in common what is deemed most 
expedient and advisable for the Comp. And, moreover, 
we caanot see that it is useful or practicable for the 
Comp. and feel certain that it will be so much money 
thrown away; should it however, be undertaken by pri- 
vate individuals we do not believe it would be prejudicial 
to the Comp., and if there were such pro^tects as the 
person holds out, the Comp. which has allready twice 
equipped him would not leave him short of a thousand 
pounds for the sake of getting a third prize, since they 
have allready borne the cost of two voyages. 
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E« 

This day, December 29, 1608, 

MeBsieura Dirck van Os, Jan Poppe and Areot ten 
Grotenhuya were commissioned to draft the contracts 
with the Englishman and the letters to be written to 
the Chambers. 

Od the same day the Directors Marcus de Vogelaer 
and Jan Hermansz were commissioned "to look out, in 
coi^unction with Dirck Gerritsz., the chief boatswain, 
'for a suitable vessel of 25 to 35 lasts, wherein the 
Englishman may sail". 



L 

But as the Eoglish, after these aforesaid expeditions 
of W. Barentsz., had still made several voyages by 
way of trial in the north-east, the Directors of the 
East India-Company sent thither some years ago a 
certain Hr. Hudson, who as he could find no way in the 
east, sailed towards the west, whence without having 
obtidned any advantage, he arrived in England. After 
wards, when the English again sent him out, he had 
much more prosperity but less good luck, for having 
after much trouble arrived about 800 miles to the west 
of Terra de Baccalaos, and having taken up his winter- 
quarters there and wishing In 52<> of latitude to push 
on further, he was, with all the Commanders, put on 
shore by the crew, who refused to go further and 
returned home. His designs we subjoin at the close 
of the book, hoping that we shall receive of the 
vessels now sent thither further news and tidings of 
a through passage, by which they would reap eternal 
honor and fame, .... 
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The hope of flnding out tills newly discovered passage 
or strait above Terra Nova discovered by Mr. Hudson, 
Is strengthened by the testimony of the Vii^nlans and 
Floridians, who confidently affirm that to the north-west 
of their country is a large sea, saying that they have 
seen vessels there like those of the English. 



K 

But as even after these voyages of William Barentz 
the English had repeatedly tried that northern way, 
the Directors of the East India Company resolved three 
years ago to send there a certain Mr. Hudson, tat 
Englishman. He, having found no way to the east, but, 
instead of it, the ocean almost entirely obstructed by 
ice, went to the west and returned without any profit 
to England. He was then sent out again by the English, 
and his voyage was far more prosperous, but his own 
fortune far worse. For, having after many labours passed 
beyond the Terra de Baccalaos for about three hundred 
miles to the west, and having wintered thero in latitude 
52^, and being sure to be able to go stUi farther; then, 
not only he himself, but all his officers were put into 
a boat by their mutinous crew and left to drift on the 
waves. The sailors returned home without delay. We 
have added his geographical observations to the present 
bootc. We expect more certain news by the ships which 
have already been sent there; and even the much 
desired report that they will have passed through the 
strait These ships will thus obtain eternal fame and 
glory. . . 

These news of Hudson's recently found passage to 
Uie north of Newfoundland and the hope of a strait are 



Digitized byGoO^le 



144 TIUJI8UTIQS. 

confirmed by the testimony of the Tli^olan and Floridan 

Bavages, who all state most distiactly diat their country 
is washed on its south-western side by a vast ocean, in 
which they have seen ships similar to those of the English. 





The English nation, encouraged by previous success, 
have grown bolder and bolder in their naval enterprise. 
Thus, besides their fl%quent voyages to the east, to 
Nova Zembla and to Spitzbergen, ') they have made almost 
uuint^Tupted efforts to discover a western passage at 
strait to China and Japan. They expected that sailing 
by this road they would have on their left the North 
American shores, where they bare founded their Vir- 
ginian colony. 

Several of those who set out in search of that passage 
entered Davis's Straits. Their example was followed by 
Captain deuge Winwood, *} who sailed in 1602 nearly 
fire hundred English miles up that strait, but was then 
forced by the ice to return. He now attempted to find 
the desired passage by exploring the narrows under 
61*^, which the En^ish call Lumley's Inlet But having 
sailed a hundred leagues into them he again turned 
back, partly on account of the sufferings which the 
great length of the voyage produced among hia o'ew, 
IMUtly because he desired to explore two more bays^ 
situated between Lumley's Inlet and Baccalaos, whence 
the sea waa streaming but with great might. These fitcts 
are stated in his leg-books, whi(^ Mr. Peter Planciua, a 

') Tba latin hu QTooBdUndum. 
*) 8m the nourk ftt p. 89 Note i. 
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dUlgant iarestlcatw of luoh nutters, oommnniMted to 
Ur. H. Hudson during hii tfay in Amsterdam in 1609, 
when Hudson was going to undeaiaite a search for a 
passage to the ncoih of Nova ZemUa for the Directors 
of the Dutch East India Company. He did set out, but 
achieved nothing in the east; he sailed therefore straight 
westward, to attempt agun the way searched out and 
drawn by Captain Winwood; which way, aftw passing 
for about a hundred leagues throu^^ a narrow channel, 
leads out into a wide sea. Hudson hoped to find a way 
through this se^ though Plancius had proved to him 
the impossibility of success, from the accounts of a man 
who had reached the western shore of that sea. Hudson 
achieved in 1609 nothing meraoraUe, even by this new 
way. But he was again sent out In 1610 by his own 
countrymen. He now followed the way through Lumley's 
Inlet pointed out to him by Winwood's p^>ers. Havii^ 
passed under many labours through the strait, he reached 
the latitude of 52°, where he wintered. Here he fell 
in, for the first time during the voyage, with one of 
the oatives of the country. This Indian brought some 
merchandise, and was wmed with a Mexican or Japanese 
er**,- from which circumstances Hudson concluded that 
he was not fiu- from Hezico. The native, however, not 
being well treated, never afterwards returned. The Eng- 
liah thus lost this only chance of adding to their victuals, 
and bdng provided for eight months only, they left the 
harbour they had entered and sailed along the western 
shore of the bay till up to 62° or 6S° nwth. Here they 
found a wide sea and man powerful tides from the 
north-west, which Hudson and the ofScers intended to 
examine further. But the crew, who bad already been 
two months longer from home than their provisions had 
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been Intended for, rose against tbeir commanders, and 
exposed Hudson and bis Mends in a boat in the open 
air. The crew then returned by tbe way they bad come 
and reached their home in September 1611, where they 
were thrown into prison. They are going to be kept 
prisoners till their captain will have been found. In 
search of him three ships have been sent out this 
summer (1612) by the Prince of Wales and some mer- 
chants. They are to explore the passage throughout, 
and when they have found the open ocean, one of them 
is to return with the desired news. This ship is daily 
expected home. 

B Page 83-84. 

As to the first discovery, the Directors of the authorized 
East India Company, in the year 1609, dispatched the 
yacht, Half-Moon, under the command of Henry Hudson, 
captain and s^pe^caI^, to seek a passage to China by 
the north-east But he changed his course and stood 
over towards New France, and having passed the banks 
of New Foundland in latitude 43*^ 28', he made the land 
in latitude 44° lb', with a westnorth-west and nortti-west 
course, and went on shore at a place where there were 
many of the natives with whom, as he understood, the 
French came every year to trade. Sailing hence, he 
bent his course to the south, until running soath-aouth- west 
and south-west by south, he again made land in latitude 
41° 48', which he supposed to be an island, and gave 
it the name of New Holland, but afterwards discovered 
that it was Cape Cod, and that according to his observation, 
it lay two hundred and twenty-five miles ■) to the west 



■) In tlui tKOBlstion the Dntoh miles hive been oonTBrted into ED^iah, 
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of Its place on all the charts. PurBuing his course to the 
south, he again saw land in .latitude 37^ 15'; the coast 
was low, ruDoiiig north and south, and opposite to it lay 
a bank or shoal, within which there was a depth of eight, 
nine, ten, eleven, seven, and six and a half fathoms, 
with a sandy bottom. Hudson called this place Dry Cape. 

Changing his course to the northward, he again dis- 
covered land in lat. 38° 9', where there was a white 
sandy shore, and within appeared a thick grove of trees 
full of green foliage. The direction of the coast was 
north-north-east and south-south-west for about twenty- 
foor miles; then north and south for twenty-one miles, 
and afterwards south-east and north-west for fifteen miles. 
They continued to run along the coast to the north, 
until they reached a point from which the land stretches 
to the west and north-west, where several rivers discharge 
into an open bay. Land was seen to the east-north-east, 
which Hudson at first took to be an island, but it proved 
to be the main land, and the second point of the bay, 
in latitude 38° 54'. Standing in upon a course north-west 
by east, they soon found themselves embayed, and encoun- 
tering many breakers, stood out again to the south-south- 
east Hudson suspected that a large river discharged 
into the bay, from the strength of the current that set 
out and caused the accumulation of sands and sboala. 

Continuing their course along the shore to the north, 
thoy observed a white sandy beadi and drowned land 
within, beyond whi(^ there appeared a grove of wood; 
the coast running north-east by east and south-west by 
south. Afterwards the direction of the coast changed to 
north by east, and was higher land than they had yet 
seen. They at length reached a lofty promontory or 
head-land, behind which was situated a bay, which they 
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eDtered and run up into a road-stead n«ar a lov sandy 
point, in laL.40* 18'. There they were visited by two 
savages clothed in elk-skins, who showed them every 
sif^ of Mendshlp. On the land they Ibund an abundance 
of blue plums and magnlfioent oaks, of a height and 
thickness that ooe seldom beholds; together witib poplars, 
linden trees, and various other kinds of wood useful in 
ship-building. Sailing hence in a northeasterly direction, 
they ascended a river to neu-ly 43° north latitude, 
where it became so narrow and of so little depth, that 
they found it necessary to return. 

From all that they could learn, there had never been 
any ship or Christians in that quarter before, and they 
were the first to discover the river aaid ascend it so 
for. Henry Hudson returned to Amsterdam with this 
repwt; and in the following year, 1610, some merchants 
again sent a ship thither, that is to say, to the second 
river discovered, which was called Manhattes, flrom the 
savage nation that dwelt at its mouth. And subsequently 
their High Mightinesses the States General gnmted to 
these merchants the exclusive privilege of navigating 
tliis river and trading there; whereupon. In the year 
1615, a redoubt or fort was erected on the river, and 
occupied by a small garrlison, of wi<^ we shall hereafter 
speak. Our countrymen have continued to make voyages 
thither from year to year for the purpose of trafficking 
with the natives, and on this account the country has 
very justly received the name of Uew- Netherlands. 

Page 88—89 

Henry Hudson, who first discovered this river, and 

all that have since visited it, express their admiration 

of the noble trees growing upon its banks; and Hudson 
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